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the world. In 1967, visitor arrivals 
jumped 34.6 percent to 1.1 million tour-
ists from the previous year when the 
first jets arrived in Hawaii. By 1968, 
Continental Airlines, Western Air, 
Braniff International, American Air-
lines, Trans World Airlines, Inc., and 
United Airlines had joined Pan Am in 
flying Hawaii-Mainland routes. Today, 
Honolulu International Airport is 
home to about 40 carriers. In recent 
years, the state’s annual visitor count 
has approached 7 million tourists. 

The China Clipper also paved the way 
for the export of Hawaii’s agricultural 
products, such as pineapples and flow-
ers. The Hawaii floriculture industry’s 
out-of-state sales each year are about 
$40 million. The timely export of these 
perishable goods is made possible by 
aviation. 

Today, agriculture and tourism are 
mainstays of Hawaii’s economy. The 
China Clipper’s crew and Juan Trippe, 
who was president of Pan American at 
the time of the inaugural flight, would 
marvel at the economic and social 
ramifications of that historic journey 
more than six decades ago. 

I salute the people of Pan American 
World Airways, G. L. Martin Company, 
and Boeing who pursued what others 
thought was impossible. It is my hope 
that today’s aviation industry will fol-
low the example of its forebears by 
continually striving to achieve new 
milestones in safety, efficiency, and 
customer service.∑ 

f 

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF PAUL 
ARPIN VAN LINES INC. 

∑ Mr. L. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Paul Arpin Van 
Lines Inc., a moving company based in 
West Warwick, Rhode Island, on its 
100th anniversary. 

The business community of the State 
of Rhode Island is comprised primarily 
of small, family businesses. Indeed, 98 
percent of Rhode Island businesses are 
small businesses. These businesses 
have played an extremely important 
role in the growth and strength of the 
Rhode Island economy. One of these 
businesses is a moving company, Paul 
Arpin Van Lines Inc., of West Warwick, 
Rhode Island. 

One hundred years ago this month, 
the company was founded by Paul G. 
Arpin, who left it to his son, Paul 
Arpin. Paul Arpin is still very active in 
the daily affairs of the business as 
Chief Financial Officer. Paul’s son, 
David, is now the company’s President. 

Paul Arpin Van Lines Inc., has grown 
considerably since its founding. It now 
employs 400 Rhode Islanders and has 
160 agents throughout the country. It 
has survived the Great Depression, a 
number of recessions and various other 
financial downturns that challenged 
far larger businesses in the state. Its 
sound business practices and active 
community involvement through the 
years have been a constant source of 
pride, not only to the Arpin family, but 
to many generations of Rhode Island 
families employed by them. 

It is with great pleasure that I salute 
the entire Arpin family for its many 
accomplishments over this past cen-
tury and wish them many, many more 
years of success.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOE DEAN BOBO 
∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the record and ac-
complishments of one of my constitu-
ents who has devoted his career to 
serving working men and women in 
California. On the occasion of his re-
tirement from the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers, I salute Joe Dean Bobo for his 
tireless efforts over the last three dec-
ades, and applaud his lifetime of ac-
complishments. 

Joe Bobo was born in rural Arkansas 
to a family of fifteen. He moved to 
Oakland, California as a teenager, and 
served three years in the United States 
Army before beginning work in his 
family’s scrap metal business. Joe’s in-
volvement with the IAMAW began in 
1969, when he began work as an appren-
tice mechanic. He quickly advanced to 
become a shop steward, and was ap-
pointed a full-time union official with 
the IAMAW Northern California Dis-
trict Lodge 190 in 1979. 

Since that time, Joe has worked tire-
lessly in advocating for fair wages and 
benefits on behalf of the men and 
women he represents. He has gained 
the respect of both labor union mem-
bers and employers through his dedi-
cated service. 

In addition to his full-time position 
with the IAMAW, Joe’s experience and 
passion for labor issues have resulted 
in him being called on to participate in 
a variety of leadership positions. He is 
currently the Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Automotive Machinists Coordi-
nating Committee of Northern Cali-
fornia and a Trustee of the Automotive 
Industries Health, Welfare and Pension 
Fund. Joe’s labor leadership has also 
included a term as President of the 
California Conference of Machinists, 
representing 150,000 members employed 
in the aerospace, airlines, automotive, 
electronics and manufacturing indus-
tries. 

His community service is also com-
mendable, including service as an advi-
sory member of the Transition Com-
mittee for Waste Management and on 
the New Oakland Committee. Joe is an 
exceptional person who has earned the 
gratitude and respect of the scores of 
people who have worked with him and 
come to know him. 

I am pleased to join Joe’s friends, 
family and colleagues in recognizing 
his outstanding service to his fellow 
workers and to the community and 
wish him well as he moves on to new 
challenges in his retirement.∑ 
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HONORING MINNESOTA TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR, KATIE KOCH- 
LAVEEN 

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to be here today 

to honor Ms. Katherine Koch-Laveen as 
Minnesota’s Teacher of the Year for 
the year 2000. This is certainly a high 
honor, as I note that 98 Minnesota edu-
cators were nominated for this award, 
and their accomplishments were re-
viewed by 18 judges. It is all the more 
impressive considering Minnesota’s 
public schools reputation for academic 
excellence. I also commend the 98 
nominees for this honor, 28 of whom 
were chosen as ‘‘teachers of excel-
lence,’’ and 10 of whom were further 
chosen for an ‘‘honor roll’’ of teachers. 
School teachers that excel at their 
craft are critically important to the in-
tellectual development of their stu-
dents, and help shape the student’s vi-
sion for what they can accomplish in 
their lives. 

I still can vividly remember the ex-
cellent educators that taught me at 
Zion Lutheran Christian Day School in 
Crown. Excellent teachers motivate, 
show enthusiasm for inquiry, and in-
still in their students a passion for 
learning that often continues for a life-
time. A great educator gives the stu-
dent a core foundation of knowledge 
about a subject, and a curiosity about 
the topic that drives a student to study 
and research more extensively long 
after they have left that particular 
class. 

Great teachers also make sacrifices 
for their students. It’s no secret that in 
today’s high-tech, knowledge-based 
economy, Ms. Koch-Laveen could prob-
ably find a more financially rewarding 
profession, especially with her science 
background. And our great teachers 
need to be rewarded financially, so that 
we do not lose too many to industry. 
But ultimately, I have to believe that 
what keeps them in the classroom is 
the intangible reward of seeing their 
students excel, and having a group of 
students come in to a class with little 
knowledge about a topic and have them 
leave with a firm grasp of core con-
cepts, a desire to learn much more, and 
an excitement to apply what they have 
learned in ‘‘real world’’ situations. And 
I hesitate to use the term ‘‘real world,’’ 
because these days there is probably 
nothing more real world than a high 
school classroom. 

So congratulations and thank you, 
Ms. Koch-Laveen, for your commit-
ment to excellence and dedicated serv-
ice to your students, your community, 
and to Minnesota. Thanks also to the 
other hardworking Apple Valley teach-
ers here today that strive for excel-
lence in the classroom and shoulder so 
much responsibility for Minnesota’s fu-
ture. It has been a pleasure to be here.∑ 

f 

HONORING LINCOLN MCILRAVY 
∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
to publicly commend Lincoln 
McIlravy, a native of Phillip, SD, on 
earning a bronze medal for his remark-
able display of athleticism in the free-
style wrestling event at the 2000 Sum-
mer Olympics in Sydney, Australia. 

Lincoln McIlravy’s wrestling talent 
combined with years of practice, and 
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