October 4, 2000

(1) welcomes the constitutional transition
of power in Mexico;

(2) congratulates the people of Mexico and
their elected representatives for this historic
change;

(3) expresses its intent to continue to work
cooperatively with Mexican authorities to
promote broad and effective efforts for the
health and welfare of U.S. and Mexican citi-
zens endangered by international drug traf-
ficking, use, and production.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the incoming new govern-
ments in both Mexico and the United States
must develop and implement a counterdrug
program that more effectively addresses the
official corruption, the increase in drug traf-
fic, and the lawlessness that has resulted
from illegal drug trafficking, and that a one-
year waiver of the requirement that the
President certify Mexico is warranted to per-
mit both new governments time to do so.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

FAMINE PREVENTION AND FREE-
DOM FROM HUNGER IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2000

HAGEL AMENDMENT NO. 4289

Mr. FITZGERALD (for Mr. HAGEL)
proposed an amendment to the bill
(H.R. 4002) to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to revise and im-
prove provisions relating to famine
prevention and freedom from hunger;
as follows:

On page 23, line 2,
and’ after ““‘world’s”’.

insert ‘‘agricultural

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD AMENDMENTS
ACT OF 2000

On October 3, 2000 the Senate amend-

ed and passed S. 2412, as follows:
S. 2412

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES.

(@) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““National Transportation Safety Board
Amendments Act of 2000”".

(b) REFERENCES.—EXxcept as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, whenever in this Act an
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or
other provision of law, the reference shall be
considered to be made to a section or other
provision of title 49, United States Code.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 1101 is amended to read as follows:
“§1101. Definitions

““‘Section 2101(17a) of title 46 and section
40102(a) of this title apply to this chapter. In
this chapter, the term ‘accident’ includes
damage to or destruction of vehicles in sur-
face or air transportation or pipelines, re-
gardless of whether the initiating event is
accidental or otherwise.”.

SEC. 3. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1113(b)(1)(1) is
amended to read as follows:

“(1) negotiate and enter into agreements
with individuals and private entities and de-
partments, agencies, and instrumentalities
of the Government, State and local govern-
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ments, and governments of foreign countries
for the provision of facilities, accident-re-
lated and technical services or training in
accident investigation theory and tech-
niques, and require that such entities pro-
vide appropriate consideration for the rea-
sonable costs of any facilities, goods, serv-
ices, or training provided by the Board.”.

(b) DEPOSIT OF AMOUNTS.—

(1) Section 1113(b)(2) is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘as offsetting collections’’
after ““to be credited”’; and

(B) by adding after ‘“Board.”” the following:
““The Board shall maintain an annual record
of collections received under paragraph (1)(I)
of this subsection.”.

(2) Section 1114(a) is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘“(1)”" before ‘‘Except’’; and

(B) by adding at the end thereof the fol-
lowing:

““(2) The Board shall deposit in the Treas-
ury amounts received under paragraph (1) to
be credited to the appropriation of the Board
as offsetting collections.”.

(3) Section 1115(d) is amended by striking
“of the ‘National Transportation Safety
Board, Salaries and Expenses’’” and inserting
“‘of the Board™’.

SEC. 4. OVERTIME PAY.

Section 1113 is amended by adding at the
end the following:

““(g) OVERTIME PAY.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require-
ments of this section and notwithstanding
paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 5542(a) of
title 5, for an employee of the Board whose
basic pay is at a rate which equals or exceeds
the minimum rate of basic pay for GS-10 of
the General Schedule, the Board may estab-
lish an overtime hourly rate of pay for the
employee with respect to work performed at
the scene of an accident (including travel to
or from the scene) and other work that is
critical to an accident investigation in an
amount equal to one and one-half times the
hourly rate of basic pay of the employee. All
of such amount shall be considered to be pre-
mium pay.

““(2) LIMITATION ON OVERTIME PAY TO AN EM-
PLOYEE.—AN employee of the Board may not
receive overtime pay under paragraph (1), for
work performed in a calendar year, in an
amount that exceeds 15 percent of the annual
rate of basic pay of the employee for such
calendar year.

““(3) LIMITATION ON TOTAL AMOUNT OF OVER-
TIME PAY.—The Board may not make over-
time payments under paragraph (1) for work
performed in any fiscal year in a total
amount that exceeds 1.5 percent of the
amount appropriated to carry out this chap-
ter for that fiscal year.

‘“(4) BASIC PAY DEFINED.—INn this sub-
section, the term ‘basic pay’ includes any ap-
plicable locality-based comparability pay-
ment under section 5304 of title 5 (or similar
provision of law) and any special rate of pay
under section 5305 of title 5 (or similar provi-
sion of law).

““(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than Janu-
ary 31, 2002, and annually thereafter, the
Board shall transmit to the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the House Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee a report identifying
the total amount of overtime payments
made under this subsection in the preceding
fiscal year, and the number of employees
whose overtime pay under this subsection
was limited in that fiscal year as a result of
the 15 percent limit established by paragraph
2).”.

SEC. 5. RECORDERS.

(a) CockKPIT VIDEO RECORDINGS.—Section
1114(c) is amended—

(1) by striking “VOICE” in the subsection
heading;
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(2) by striking ‘“‘cockpit voice recorder’ in
paragraphs (1) and (2) and inserting ‘‘cockpit
voice or video recorder’’; and

(3) by inserting ‘““or any written depiction
of visual information” after ‘‘transcript’ in
the second sentence of paragraph (1).

(b) SURFACE VEHICLE RECORDINGS AND
TRANSCRIPTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1114 is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e)
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

““(d) SURFACE VEHICLE RECORDINGS AND
TRANSCRIPTS.—

““(1) CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDINGS.—The
Board may not disclose publicly any part of
a surface vehicle voice or video recorder re-
cording or transcript of oral communications
by or among drivers, train employees, or
other operating employees responsible for
the movement and direction of the vehicle or
vessel, or between such operating employees
and company communication centers, re-
lated to an accident investigated by the
Board. However, the Board shall make public
any part of a transcript or any written depic-
tion of visual information that the Board de-
cides is relevant to the accident—

“(A) if the Board holds a public hearing on
the accident, at the time of the hearing; or

“(B) if the Board does not hold a public
hearing, at the time a majority of the other
factual reports on the accident are placed in
the public docket.

““(2) REFERENCES TO INFORMATION IN MAKING
SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS.—This subsection
does not prevent the Board from referring at
any time to voice or video recorder informa-
tion in making safety recommendations.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The first sen-
tence of section 1114(a) is amended by strik-
ing ““and (e)’” and inserting ‘‘(d), and (f)”".

(c) DISCOVERY AND USE OF COCKPIT AND
SURFACE VEHICLE RECORDINGS AND TRAN-
SCRIPTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1154 is amended—

(A) by striking the section heading and in-
serting the following:

“§1154. Discovery and use of cockpit and
surface vehicle recordings and transcripts;

(B) by striking ‘‘cockpit voice recorder”
each place it appears in subsection (a) and
inserting ‘‘cockpit or surface vehicle re-
corder’’;

(C) by striking ‘“‘section 1114(c)”’ each place
it appears in subsection (a) and inserting
‘‘section 1114(c) or 1114(d)’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

““(6) In this subsection:

“(A) RECORDER.—The term
means a voice or video recorder.

“(B) TRANSCRIPT.—The term ‘transcript’
includes any written depiction of visual in-
formation obtained from a video recorder.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 11 is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1154 and in-
serting the following:

‘“1154. Discovery and use of cockpit and sur-
face vehicle recordings and
transcripts.”.

SEC. 6. PRIORITY OF INVESTIGATIONS.

‘recorder’

(@) IN GENERAL.—Section 1131(a)(2) is
amended—

(1) by striking ““(2) An investigation’ and
inserting:

“(2)(A) Subject to the requirements of this
paragraph, an investigation’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) If the Attorney General, in consulta-
tion with the Chairman of the Board, deter-
mines and notifies the Board that cir-
cumstances reasonably indicate that the ac-
cident may have been caused by an inten-
tional criminal act, the Board shall relin-
quish investigative priority to the Federal
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