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our Federal laws so that eligibility for
health insurance occurs simply as a re-
sult of being a citizen or a legal resi-
dent. We should fold existing pro-
grams—Medicare, Medicaid, VA bene-
fits, FEHBP, and the income tax deduc-
tion—into a single system. And we
should subsidize the purchase of health
insurance only for those who need as-
sistance. Enacting a Federal law that
guarantees health insurance does not
mean we should have socialized medi-
cine. Personally, I favor using the pri-
vate markets as much as possible—al-
though there will be situations in
which only the government can provide
health care efficiently.

One final suggestion. With budget
projections showing that total Federal
spending will fall to 15.6% of GDP by
2010, I urge my colleague to consider
setting a goal of putting aside a por-
tion of the surpluses—perhaps an
amount equivalent to one-half to one
percent of GDP—for additional discre-
tionary investments. Investments that
will improve the lives of our children
both in the near future and over the
long term—investments in education,
research and development, and science
and technology.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

—————

U.S. STRATEGIC INTERESTS IN
ASIA

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, following
the recent G-8 meeting in Okinawa and
as we move closer to a vote on Perma-
nent Normal Trading Relations with
China, I want to briefly remind my col-
leagues of the importance of having a
regional strategy for Asia.

There is a tendency to look at the
Korean situation, the relationship be-
tween Taiwan and China, our presence
in Japan, our presence in Guam, the
situation in Indonesia, and so on as
independent problems. Or, to just react
to one situation at a time, with no
overall understanding of how impor-
tant the regional links and interests
that exist are in shaping the outcome
of our actions.

If we want to play a role in creating
more stable allies in South Korea and
Japan, and in ensuring that an ever-
changing China is also a non-threat-
ening China, then we must recognize
that any action we take in one part of
the region will have an impact on per-
ceptions and reality throughout the re-
gion.

I do not intend to give a lengthy
speech on this right now, instead I just
want to draw my colleagues attention
to an excellent letter that I received
from General Jones, Commandant of
the United States Marine Corps. He
wrote to discuss just this need for a re-
gional and a long-term perspective as
we evaluate our presence in Okinawa.

I agree with him that we cannot
shape events in the Asia-Pacific region
if we are not physically present.

So, as we engage in debate over what
the proper placement and numbers for
that presence are, I urge my colleagues
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to approach that debate and the debate
on China’s trade status with an aware-
ness of the interests of the regional
powers and an awareness of our na-
tional security interests both today
and in the future.

I ask unanimous consent that the
letter from General Jones be printed in
the RECORD following this statement.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

July 21, 2000.
Hon. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
Ranking, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S.
Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR BIDEN, As the G-8 Summit
approaches, the eyes of the world have
turned to the Pacific island of Okinawa. Op-
ponents of U.S. military presence there may
seize the opportunity to promote their cause.
I am well acquainted with the island, having
visited it frequently, and wish to convey to
you my sincere belief in its absolute impor-
tance to the long-term security of our na-
tion.

Okinawa is strategically located. The
American military personnel and assets
maintained there are key to preservation of
the stability of the Asia-Pacific region and
to fulfillment of the U.S.-Japan bilateral se-
curity treaty. Okinawa’s central location be-
tween the East China Sea and Pacific Ocean,
astride major trade routes, and close to
areas of vital economic, political, and mili-
tary interest make it an ideal forward base.
From it, U.S. forces can favorably shape the
environment and respond, when necessary,
to contingencies spanning the entire oper-
ational continuum—from disaster relief, to
peacekeeping, to war—in a matter of hours,
vice days or weeks.

We have long endeavored to minimize the
impact of our presence. Working hand in
hand with our Okinawan hosts and neigh-
bors, we have made significant progress. In
1996, an agreement was reached for the sub-
stantial reduction, consolidation, and re-
alignment of U.S. military bases in Okinawa.
Movement toward full implementation of the
actions mandated by the Special Action
Committee on Okinawa Final Report con-
tinues and the commitment to reduce the
impact of our presence is unabated.

Recent instances of misconduct by a few
American service members have galvanized
long simmering opposition to our presence.
While those incidents are deplorable, they
are fortunately uncommon and do not reflect
the full nature of our presence.

Often lost in discussions of our presence on
Okinawa, are the positive aspects of that
presence. We are good neighbors: our per-
sonnel are actively involved in an impressive
variety of community service work, we are
the island’s second largest employer of civil-
ians, we infuse over $1.4 billion dollars into
the local economy annually, and most im-
portantly, we are sincerely grateful for the
important contributions to attainment of
our mission made by the people of Okinawa.
We are mindful of our obligation to them.

It is worth remembering that U.S. presence
in Okinawa came at great cost. Battle raged
on the island for three months in the waning
days of World War II and was finally won
through the valor, resolve, and sacrifice by
what is now known as our greatest genera-
tion. Our losses were heavy: twelve thousand
killed and thirty-five thousand wounded.
Casualties for the Japanese and for OKi-
nawan civilians were even greater. The price
for Okinawa was indeed high. Its capture in
1945, however, contributed to the quick reso-
lution of the Pacific War and our presence
there in the following half a century has im-
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measurably contributed to the protection of
U.S., Japanese, and regional interests.

As you well know, challenges to military
basing and training are now routine and
suitable alternatives to existing sites are
sorely limited. Okinawa, in fact, is invalu-
able. We fully understand the legitimate
concerns of the Okinawan people and we will
continue to work closely with them to forge
mutually satisfactory solutions to the issues
that we face. We are now, and will continue
to be, good neighbors and custodians for
peace in the region.

Very Respectfully,
JAMES L. JONES,
General, Commandant of the Marine Corps.

————————

THE INNOCENCE PROTECTION ACT
OF 2000

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, at the be-
ginning of this year, I spoke to the
Senate about the breakdown in the ad-
ministration of capital punishment
across the country and suggested some
solutions. I noted then that for every 7
people executed, 1 death row inmate
has been shown some time after convic-
tion to be innocent of the crime.

Since then, many more fundamental
problems have come to light. More
court-appointed defense lawyers who
have slept through trials in which their
client has been convicted and sen-
tenced to death; more cases—43 of the
last 131 executions in Texas according
to an investigation by the Chicago
Tribune—in which lawyers who were
disbarred, suspended or otherwise being
disciplined for ethical violations have
been appointed to represent people on
trial for their lives; cases in which
prosecutors have called for the death
penalty based on the race of the vic-
tim; and cases in which potentially dis-
positive evidence has been destroyed or
withheld from death row inmates for
years.

We have also heard from the National
Committee to Prevent Wrongful Execu-
tions, a blue-ribbon panel comprised of
supporters and opponents of the death
penalty, Democrats and Republicans,
including six former State and Federal
judges, a former U.S. Attorney, two
former State Attorneys General, and a
former Director of the FBI. That di-
verse group of experts has expressed
itself to be ‘‘united in [its] profound
concern that, in recent years, and
around the country, procedural safe-
guards and other assurances of funda-
mental fairness in the administration
of capital punishment have been sig-
nificantly diminished.”

I have been working with prosecu-
tors, judges and defense counsel, with
death penalty supporters and oppo-
nents, and with Democrats and Repub-
licans, to craft some basic common-
sense reforms. I could not be more
pleased that Senators GORDON SMITH,
SUSAN COLLINS, JIM JEFFORDS, CARL
LEVIN, RUSS FEINGOLD, and others here
in the Senate, and Representatives RAY
LAHOOD, WILLIAM DELAHUNT, and over
60 other members of both parties in the
House have joined me in sponsoring the
Innocence Protection Act of 2000.

The two most basic provisions of our
bill would encourage the State to at
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