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completed high school and attended the Uni-
versity of the District of Columbia. She mar-
ried, had four sons, and worked for the Vet-
erans Medical Center in Washington, DC, for
more than 25 years, receiving many honors
and awards for outstanding service, before re-
tiring last year on medical disability.

Aminah was an ordained minister who loved
preaching and teaching the Word of God. She
had a vision to start a Women’s Ministry which
she lived to see become a reality. She was
the chairperson of the Women’s Ministry,
served on the Missionary Ministry and as-
sisted many families who resided in women
and children shelters.

As we here today in the Capitol seek to give
tools to those who work to improve their local
communities, it is fitting to take a moment to
recognize the good works and good life of
Rev. Aminah Bullock-Mumin who dedicated
herself to improving the lives of others.
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Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, Monday, July
31, 2000 is the 80th birthday of retired Air
Force Brigadier General Robert F. McDermott.
I offer congratulations and continued happi-
ness to him and his loved ones. On this spe-
cial day for ‘‘McD,’’ I wish to honor and salute
him for his lifelong service to his fellow Ameri-
cans.

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, General
McDermott attended Boston Latin School and
Norwich University. He graduated from West
Point with the Class of January 1943. After
commissioning, he flew 61 combat missions in
a P–38 over Europe. After World War II
ended, he continued his military service in Eu-
rope, the Pentagon, and, after earning an
MBA at Harvard, on the faculty at West Point.

His assignment to the newly created Air
Force Academy in 1954 signaled the begin-
ning of his outstanding contributions to the
U.S. Air Force. As Dean of the Faculty for the
first ten graduating classes, he pioneered and
championed a number of innovations that
changed the face of service academy edu-
cation. These included a modernized and en-
riched curriculum, academic majors, the first
Department of Astronautics in the country, and
cooperative Master’s degree programs with
prestigious universities such as UCLA and
Purdue. He also developed a whole-person
admissions program which brought the highest
quality students to the Academy. These inno-
vations were so successful that West Point
and Annapolis broke with their traditions and
instituted many of them. For these accom-
plishments, General McDermott is universally
acknowledged as the ‘‘Father of Modern Mili-
tary Education.’’

For many this would have been enough
success for one lifetime, but not for McD. In
1969 he tackled the private sector, becoming
the head of USAA, an insurance and financial
services association that served military offi-
cers and their families. Under General
McDermott USAA grew from a relatively small
property and casualty insurer into a successful

financial services supermarket. He added no-
load mutual funds, credit cards, a discount
brokerage, and a full-service bank. He also pi-
oneered technology-based customer service,
employing ‘‘800’’ phone services, computers,
and IMAGE processing. Today USAA is a
worldwide insurance and diversified financial
services family of companies, where the ma-
jority of customers continue to be members of
the U.S. military.

General McDermott also made USAA a
great place to work. No company was rated
higher in the first publication of the ‘‘Best
Places to Work in America,’’ and Fortune se-
lected USAA as the best service provider in
the insurance industry. McD has received vir-
tually all the highest accolades offered to busi-
nessmen, including selection to the National
Business Hall of Fame. After retiring as USAA
Chairman Emeritus in 1993, his methods con-
tinue to be a model for insurance and financial
services companies.

At the same time McD has made enormous
contributions to his community, including
founding the San Antonio Economic Develop-
ment Foundation, the Texas Research Park,
and a mentor program that has reached thou-
sands of children. General McDermott’s en-
ergy, vision, intelligence, character, and belief
in the Golden Rule has made everything he
touches positive and successful.

Once again, Happy Birthday McD. Con-
gratulations on a great 80 years and best
wishes for many more.
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Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today I recognize an individual who epitomizes
the spirit of public service, Otakar
Hubschmann, M.D.

Dr. Hubschmann, a nationally renowned
neurosurgeon from Short Hills, NJ, received
his medical degree in May 1967 from Charles
University in Prague. Later that same year, he
defected from Communist-ruled Czecho-
slovakia and fled to England. He sought and
attained asylum in the United States where he
completed his medical residency at Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine in New York. After
his residency, he served as a Major in the
United States Army and eventually became a
full tenured professor at the University of Med-
icine and Dentistry of New Jersey. He cur-
rently serves as Chief of Neurological Surgery
at Saint Barnabas Health Care System in
West Orange, NJ.

Since the demise of Communism in
Czechoslovakia in 1989, Dr. Hubschmann has
been involved in a number of important
projects to help the newly democratized Czech
Republic. He has led efforts to secure much
needed medical equipment for Czech hos-
pitals, has been an invited lecturer at Charles
University and has worked with Mrs. Olga
Havel, the former Czech First Lady, to help
developmentally disabled children in the Re-
public.

Recently, Dr. Hubschmann founded ‘‘La-
crosse Without Borders,’’ to develop new
friendships and enhance international toler-

ance through lacrosse, a sport originated by
Native Americans. Through his tireless efforts,
‘‘Lacrosse Without Borders’’ hosted 20 former
and current college lacrosse players in Prague
earlier this month. These young American ath-
letes ran lacrosse instructional clinics and par-
ticipated with their Czech counterparts in the
Prague Cup 2000. This extremely successful
program generated a great deal of interest in
Prague and significant media coverage both
within the Czech Republic and here in the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Dr. Otakar Hubschmann’s selfless efforts to
promote positive relations between the United
States and the Czech Republic.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today I
recognize the outstanding work of the Yosem-
ite National Park Volunteer Project. The
project is celebrating a decade of effort by the
Yosemite Fund and volunteers from Chevron
Corporation to restore and preserve one of the
crown jewels of our National Park System. Yo-
semite’s 4 million yearly visitors will bear wit-
ness to the fruits of this effort: More than 60
acres of meadows, lake area and woodlands
have been restored. Nearly 3,000 volunteers
donated 27,500 hours to collect and plant
10,000 oak seedlings, remove 1,000 feet of
roadway, build 4,000 feet of split rail fence, in-
stall 1,500 feet of boardwalk, remove 600,000
pounds of asphalt, plant 100 black oak trees
and improve one mile of trails.

Mr. Speaker, this is not glamorous work. To
the contrary, splitting rails, digging up asphalt
and laying boardwalk to protect meadows is
hard, physical labor. The Chevron volunteers
did it happily, putting to superb use the $1.3
million in contributions provided by Chevron.
The Yosemite Fund, the National Park Service
and Chevron have created a partnership that
invigorates natural conditions in Yosemite
which still might be in danger of permanent
degradation if it were not for this timely volun-
teer and financial assistance. This cooperative
effort is a model public/private partnership that
has made a lasting difference in one of this
nation’s most beautiful and most important
natural settings.
f
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, on June 14, I had
the great opportunity to speak before a very
select group of individuals, the year 2000 in-
ductees into the National Teachers Hall of
Fame. These are individuals who have shown
exceptional dedication and creativity in the
teaching profession.
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