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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas, Mrs. CLAYTON, and Messrs.
DEUTSCH, MCcCGOVERN, and HILL-
IARD changed their vote from “‘aye’ to
“no.”

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

REDUCING TIME FOR GENERAL
DEBATE AND CONSIDERATION OF
AMENDMENTS ON H.R. 1304,
QUALITY HEALTH-CARE COALI-
TION ACT OF 2000

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent during consider-
ation of H.R. 1304 to reduce the time
for general debate to 10 minutes on
each side, and | ask unanimous consent
to reduce the time for debate on each
amendment to 5 minutes for the pro-
ponent and 5 minutes for the oppo-
nents, except for the Coburn amend-
ment, | ask for 72 minutes on each
side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, a par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NussLE). The gentleman will state his
parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. CONYERS. Does the Speaker
have the authority to roll the votes in
the interest of saving time tonight?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole House will have the authority to
postpone and cluster votes on amend-
ments.

QUALITY HEALTH-CARE
COALITION ACT OF 2000

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 542 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1304.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, for
the consideration of the bill (H.R. 1304)
to ensure and foster continued patient
safety and quality of care by making
the antitrust laws apply to negotia-
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tions between groups of health care
professionals and health plans and
health insurance issuers in the same
manner as such laws apply to collec-
tive bargaining by labor organizations
under the National Labor Relations
Act, with Mr. SHIMKUS in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Pursuant to the order of the House,
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE)
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) each will control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE).
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CAMPBELL) and 5 minutes to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER), and | ask unanimous con-
sent that they be permitted to control
that time.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Ilinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, |
yield 2% minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, | thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me this time. | rise in support of
the bill, and | wanted to relate to my
colleagues in the Chamber my experi-
ence on this issue, the very issue we
are discussing today.

Many years before | got elected to
the U.S. House, and as most of my col-
leagues know, | am a physician; we had
an insurance company come to the
community offering a product, they
called it a PPO, Preferred Provider Or-
ganization, or network; and it had a fee
schedule in it that was substantially
below what was the prevailing rates in
the communities. So a whole bunch of
the providers, the doctors in the com-
munity, were concerned about this be-
cause this was a big company, it in-
sured a lot of people. So we all agreed
to gather together in a hotel ballroom
to discuss this issue, and we invited an
attorney to join us and asked him to
get up first and explain to us the anti-
trust laws so that we would not run
afoul of antitrust.

So we allowed him to speak, and he
got up and he said, if you want to stay
out of trouble, go home. You can’t talk
about this. If you discuss it at all, you
can be prosecuted. So we all went
home.

Now, back in those days there was
one group that had about 20 doctors, a
few other small groups, and then a lot
of solo practitioners. Now, in that com-
munity there are four large groups, my
group, which had 20 doctors, has 100
doctors, and there is virtually no solo
practitioners left. That is really what
this bill is about.

We are talking about the solo pedia-
trician, the two-man group, the family
practitioner who operates alone, being
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