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Their mission, “to protect human health and
to safeguard the natural environment” is one
of the most important that is carried out by
any federal agency.

Unfortunately, the proposed rule EPA has
under discussion—is of the type that unneces-
sarily causes friction between the business
community and environmental groups. It
causes friction where none should exist. And
just as damaging—I think the ruling under-
mines the credibility of the EPA.

For me, this fails the litmus test of common
sense and is therefore unreasonable. If an
area is clean now, then they should be treated
accordingly.

The whole idea behind any enforcement
mechanism is to ensure compliance. If compli-
ance is met then there shouldn't be a prob-
lem—the EPA ruling is putting the cart before
the horse—and it is placing bureaucratic gym-
nastics above the economic and environ-
mental well being of our community.

Keeping the Attainment status is important
for the viability of our local economy. A non-
attainment status will have far reaching nega-
tive effects for our economic base, including
putting into jeopardy $24 million in much
needed transportation projects, making our
area unattractive to new business and stifle
economic development.

And for what—to penalize a community be-
cause their air is well within compliance in the
first place?

The EPA needs to meet us halfway so that
the problem can be resolved. It is that simple.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
INTERPRETATIVE CENTER

SPEECH OF

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 19, 2000

Mr. HILL of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 3084 which authorizes funds
for the establishment of a new interpretative
center in Springfield, IL honoring President
Abraham Lincoln. As we celebrate the life and
contributions of this great man, | would like to
point out that no commemoration is complete
without mentioning southern Indiana’s part in
the Abraham Lincoln story.

Many people do not realize President Lin-
coln spent 14 years of his life on a small farm
in Lincoln City, Indiana. It was at his boyhood
home in southern Indiana where he helped his
father work the land, cultivated his love of
reading, and developed a curious and inquisi-
tive nature. Sadly, he also lost his mother
there, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, when he was just
nine years old. The time he spent in Indiana
during his formative years undoubtedly con-
tributed to the development of President Lin-
coln’s extraordinary character—from an hon-
est, hardworking boy to one of our country’s
finest leaders.

Mr. Speaker, the residents of Indiana are
proud of this heritage. | encourage all Ameri-
cans wishing to learn more about this Amer-
ican hero to visit Lincoln City, Indiana and the
Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial located
just off the Lincoln Heritage Trail.
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TRIBUTE TO LINDSEY ROBERTS,
JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2000

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, it gives me great pleasure to stand before
you and recognize the accomplishments and
success of one of Mississippi's finest civil
servants. For many years, Lindsey Roberts,
Jr., has worked diligently to ensure the contin-
ued growth and development of Mississippi for
future generations.

Since 1988, Roberts has served the people
of Montgomery County as a member and past
president of the Board of Supervisors. During
the past year, Roberts has been instrumental
in bringing more than $2.5 million in grant
funds to Montgomery County for road and
other infrastructure improvements.

Roberts has brought a tremendous amount
of recognition to Montgomery County through
his election as president of the Mississippi As-
sociation of Supervisors (MAS) Minority Cau-
cus and as the recipient of the 1999 MAS
Presidential Award.

In addition, for his outstanding efforts to ob-
tain grant funding for Montgomery County and
the recognition he has brought to the commu-
nity through his involvement on the state and
national levels, he was presented with the
Government Award for the year 2000.

Mr. Speaker, Lindsey Roberts, Jr., should
be an inspiration to us all. His tireless efforts
have not gone unnoticed by the people of
Montgomery County. He is sure to be a posi-
tive force within the state of Mississippi for
many years to come.

HONORING THE CITY OF
CEDARTOWN

HON. BOB BARR

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2000

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, today |
recognize the City of Cedartown, Georgia, for
hosting the Cedartown Pre-Peachtree Training
Camp for some of the world’s greatest wheel-
chair athletes during the week of Monday,
June 26th through Saturday, July 1st.

Cedartown, located in Polk County is in the
heart of the 7th Congressional District, and is
a beautiful, rural and historic community west
of Atlanta.

Building on the success as a host commu-
nity during the 1996 Summer Olympics,
Cedartown is now hosting more than 20 world-
class wheelchair athletes from around the
world, including the United States, Canada,
Japan, New Zealand, Thailand, Australia,
Mexico, Switzerland, and South Africa, for a
week of training and special events in prepa-
ration for the Peachtree Road Race on July
4th.

The Peachtree Road Race is held in Atlanta
every Fourth of July, and is the world’s largest
10K race, with more than 50,000 participants.
The race includes a wheelchair event.

More than 75 Cedartown volunteers are pro-
viding accommodations, transportation, and
food for the athletes during the week. | am
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proud to represent Cedartown and its citizens
as they continue to make their mark on the
world.

A TRIBUTE TO MIGRANT HEAD
START CENTER WORKERS

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2000

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, migrant farm
workers often come to the United States under
severe circumstances and hardship, looking
for work in this great country. Unfortunately,
services and programs for migrant workers are
often unavailable. | rise to pay tribute to three
people who devoted their lives to helping mi-
grant farm workers become self-sufficient in
their new lives here in America. And on Sun-
day, June 25, 2000, Francisca Huizar, Aida
Ortiz and Fernando Fecundo will be honored
and memorialized in a tree planting ceremony
at the Migrant Head Start Center in Omer,
Michigan.

In Michigan’s Fifth District we are fortunate,
not only to have a Migrant Head Start Center,
but also to have staff workers that are dedi-
cated to the success and well being of those
who use their services. Though Francisca,
Aida and Fernando have all passed away,
their hard work and devotion to helping the mi-
grant community remains as an example to us
all.

Each one of the individuals being honored
this Sunday has contributed to the success of
the center in various ways. Fernando, who
moved to Bay City with his family in 1961,
gave special time and attention to the migrant
farm worker population in the region.
Francisca, who also worked as a counselor at
Bay City Public High Schools, focused on
helping workers with education and health
services. And Aida, a former state education
coordinator, was involved in infant/toddler
classrooms and staff training. Both Aida and
Fernando not only taught and helped others
advance their education, but they also mod-
eled this aspiration by continuing to work to-
ward college degrees.

At a time of unprecedented prosperity and
success in our country, the disadvantaged
sometimes get left behind. | am proud to say,
Mr. Speaker, that because of people like Aida,
Fernando and Francisca, the migrant commu-
nity in Arenac County is not being left behind.
These three people contributed their lives to
the Migrant Head Start Center and to those in
need who came there for help.

| urge my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to these three outstanding individuals
who play critical roles in the well being of mi-
grant farm workers in Michigan’s Fifth District.
They will be missed, but their legacy will re-
main.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO BENEFIT ZUNI AND ACOMA
NATIVE AMERICANS

HON. JOE SKEEN

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2000

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing two bills to provide further assistance
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