April 13, 2000

my mother come from country X, Y, or
Z, or otherwise, and let us join to-
gether.

I say once again, if we forget we are
a nation of laws, then all of us—the
people in this room and the people
throughout the country—ought to be
bound by the same rules and the same
laws. We cannot make the kind of ex-
ception that looks as if it is responding
to particular pressure in a particular
moment.

———————

RESOLUTION ON METHAMPHET-
AMINE CLEAN UP FUNDS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, today I
rise in support of Senator GRASSLEY’S
Sense of the Senate Resolution urging
President Clinton to see to it that the
Department of Justice reprogramms
$10,000,000 in recovery funds within the
Community Oriented Policing Service
(COPS) so the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) can continue to re-
imburse state and local law enforce-
ment officials in the proper removal
and disposal of hazardous materials re-
covered from clandestine methamphet-
amine laboratories.

Mr. President, Wyoming is one of a
number of states that has experienced
an astronomic increase in meth-
amphetamine production, trafficking
and use. In fact, during fiscal year 1998,
of all cases prosecuted by the U.S. At-
torney’s office in Wyoming, 45% were
drug cases and of that nearly 75% were
methamphetamine related.

When law enforcement officials bust
a methamphetamine laboratory not
only do they have to prosecute the in-
dividuals involved but they must also
dispose of the highly toxic chemicals
that were used to produce this illegal
drug. It is estimated that it costs be-
tween $3,000 and $100,000 for the safe
clean up of methamphetamine labs. It
is very important to see to it that
methamphetamine labs are properly
handled because six pounds of toxic
waste are produced for every pound of
methamphetamine manufactured.

Wyoming’s law enforcement officials
rely exclusively on the funds that the
DEA provides to state and local law en-
forcement officials for the clean up of
methamphetamine labs. Because of
this growing problem, the allocated
funds the DEA uses to reimburse state
and local law enforcement officials ran
out last month. As a result, numerous
towns and communities across the
country are no longer able to rely on
the DEA for much needed funding.

Mr. President, it is my hope that
President Clinton will see to it that
the Justice Department approves this
reprogramming of funds so law enforce-
ment officials across the country can
continue to fight the growing problem
of methamphetamine production.

NATIONAL ORGAN AND TISSUE
DONOR AWARENESS WEEK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to draw attention to the critical
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issue of organ and tissue donation, par-
ticularly with the upcoming National
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness
Week (April 16th-22nd) upon us. Al-
though many of us will be back in our
home states next week, we must re-
member to spread the word about the
need for donation whenever we have
the chance.

National Organ and Tissue Donor
Awareness Week was first designated
by Congress in 1983 and proclaimed by
the President annually since then to
raise awareness of the significant need
for organ and tissue donation and to
encourage all Americans to share their
decision to donate with their families
so their wishes can be honored. Last
year, for example, the Transplant Re-
cipients International Organization’s
Chicago chapter reached thousands of
people through its donation displays at
City Hall and other public buildings. In
addition, many groups sponsored donor
recognition ceremonies, remembrance
services, and other events to honor the
generous and caring individuals and
families who have given the gift of life.

Today, nearly 70,000 men, women,
and children are waiting for an organ
transplant and the list is growing
longer. Each day about 57 people are
given the gift of life through the gen-
erosity of organ and tissue donations,
but another 16 people on the waiting
list die because the need for donations
greatly exceeds the supply available.
Additionally, the need for a more di-
verse donor pool, including a variety of
racial and ethnic minorities, will also
continue to grow in the coming years.
All anyone needs to do is this: say yes
to organ and tissue donation on a
donor card or driver’s license and dis-
cuss your decision with your family
members so they know your wishes.
Transplantation does save lives, but
only if all of us help as we strive to-
ward a fair, equitable and accountable
system of organ and tissue donation
and transplantation.

Last session, the Give Thanks, Give
Life resolution that I sponsored with
my distinguished colleagues, Senator
FRIST, Senator DEWINE, Senator KEN-
NEDY and Senator LEVIN and others was
passed in the Senate. This legislation,
which has the support of numerous na-
tional organ and tissue donation orga-
nizations, designates Thanksgiving of
2000 as a day for families to discuss
organ and tissue donation with each
other since the final decision to share
the gift of life is almost always made
by a loved one’s family. This week, 1
also introduced the Comprehensive Im-
munosuppressive Drug Coverage for
Transplant Patients Act of 2000, which
sets up a new policy stating that all
Medicare beneficiaries who have re-
ceived a transplant and need immuno-
suppressive drugs to prevent rejection
of their transplant will be covered for
as long as anti-rejection drugs are
needed.

There are many stories that touch
the heart on this compelling issue, but
I'll share just one. Kelly Therese
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Nachreiner was a bright, artistic teen-
ager in the class of 2002. At 16, she went
with her mother, Mary, to get her tem-
porary driver’s license. At that time,
Mary pointed out the donation ques-
tion on the form for her license to
Kelly, having no idea how her daughter
would respond to this serious issue.
Kelly quickly responded, ‘Well, of
course, Mom, I mean if somebody can
live after me . . . if I'm dead why does
it matter? Why do I want to keep those
organs? If I can save somebody else’s
life, why wouldn’t I?” Just one month
later, her unselfish decision would save
the lives of three people after she died
as the result of an automobile acci-
dent. Kelly not only saved those three
lives, she also brought a spotlight to
the issue of organ and tissue donation
awareness, which can potentially save
thousands more.

Mr. President, all of us would want
to save somebody else’s life if we could.
Let us continue to work together
throughout National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness Week and beyond, to
promote organ and tissue donation
wherever we can.

———————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE COL-
UMBINE HIGH SCHOOL TRAGEDY

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, next
Thursday, April 20th, marks an impor-
tant date in the hearts of the families
of those Kkilled inside Columbine High
School, and for those who survived the
horrible events on that infamous day
one year ago. Indeed, this day is impor-
tant for everyone whose lives were
touched by those tragic events.

I can think of no greater burden for a
parent than to have to bury one of his
or her children. That burden is only
magnified when a loved one is taken
with such unimaginable and unspeak-
able violence.

A year is not enough time to heal the
scars created on that day; not for the
families of those taken, not for the
children who were spared, not for the
community of Littleton, Colorado, and
not for our nation.

While the events of that fateful day
shall always be with us, so too is the
memory of those slain and the strength
of spirit they and their families have
given to all of us. Like the Columbine
flower which returns every Spring from
under the darkness of winter, so too
has a sense of community blossomed in
Littleton and throughout the State of
Colorado in response to the horror of
that day.

As a step toward healing, many
groups, individuals, and entities from
both Colorado and our nation have
worked to honor those who have died
and to memorialize their passing in an
appropriate and meaningful manner.

In seems especially fitting that today
I recognize with honor the parents and
the families of those killed and wound-
ed in the school that day who are
working to raise money to replace the
library at Columbine High School, the
scene of much of the violence that oc-
curred last April 20.
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