March 28, 2000

2285, regarding gas taxes, and that fol-
lowing the reporting of the bill, there
be 4 hours equally divided for debate
under control of the two leaders or
their designees. | further ask unani-
mous consent that no amendments or
motions be in order and, following the
use or yielding back of time, the bill be
advanced to third reading and passage
occur, all without intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
objection?

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, first, this bill
has never been in committee. It has
not had the opportunity afforded most
legislation to be considered, have hear-
ings, have people come forth and talk
about the implications of eliminating
the gas tax. Normally bills go through
committee, and then they come to the
floor. That is No. 1.

No. 2, what kind of a debate would
one have when no amendments are
made available? | cannot imagine that
on an issue of this import we would
want to accelerate the debate, accel-
erate the consideration, and prevent
Senators from offering amendments
and other ideas.

For those reasons, | object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | regret the
objection from the minority leader, but
I understand. This agreement would
allow the Senate to pass and send a
message to all Americans that we are
trying to do what we can in the short
term to alleviate the rising gas prices
all Americans are paying at the pumps.

I would not suggest for a moment
that this is the long-term solution, and
I should emphasize, this legislation
would allow for the suspension of the
4.3-cents-a-gallon gas tax for the re-
mainder of the year, with a trigger de-
vice that says that if the average price
nationwide reaches $2, then there will
be a gas tax holiday for the remainder
of the year for the full 18.4 cents a gal-
lon.

It is pretty simple and straight-
forward. There would be time for de-
bate, but | understand.

We will get the process started, and
we will see how it develops in terms of
the debate and what votes will occur in
order for us to start this process, which
looks like we will have to go through a
motion to proceed to invoke cloture on
the bill and then there will be subse-
quent votes.

In order for this to be considered in a
timely fashion, which could take as
long as a week or two, | thought we
needed to get it started.

Is there

MOTION TO PROCEED—S. 2285

CLOTURE MOTION
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | now move
to proceed to Calendar No. 473 and send
a cloture motion to the desk on the
motion.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
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under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to the Gas Tax Repeal Act, S.
2285:

Trent Lott, Frank H. Murkowski, Paul
Coverdell, Conrad Burns, Larry E.
Craig, Mike Crapo, Judd Gregg, Orrin
Hatch, Rod Grams, Susan Collins, Rob-
ert F. Bennett, Chuck Grassley, Mike
Inhofe, Don Nickles, Sam Brownback,
and Richard G. Lugar.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this clo-
ture vote will occur then on Thursday.
I will work with the Democratic leader
to set this vote, hopefully following the
passage of the satellite loan guarantee
bill, which | know the Senate is anx-
ious to get completed. It was part of an
agreement last year that we entered
into with regard to the satellite bill
that there was a need for a loan pro-
gram to make sure that it actually
worked, and so this bill will be on the
floor. | am sure there are going to be
some amendments that will be offered
on that, but we would like to complete
that and then go to this subsequent
vote on Thursday. We will work
through the timing of it. In the mean-
time, 1 ask unanimous consent that the
mandatory quorum under rule XXII be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I now withdraw the mo-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn.

LEADER’S LECTURE SERIES—BOB
DOLE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | note that
at 6 o’clock tonight, we will be hearing
the sixth presentation in the Leader’s
Lecture Series. Our presenter tonight
is our beloved former minority and ma-
jority leader, Bob Dole. | encourage all
Senators to attend. | know there will
be family and friends and guests of
Senator Dole. Hopefully, we will be
available on C-SPAN so the American
people will be interested in hearing
from this patriot and one of America’s
favorite sons.

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
29, 2000

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until the hour of 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 29. | further ask
unanimous consent that on Wednesday,
immediately following the prayer, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then resume debate on
S.J. Res. 14, the flag desecration bill

S1831

for up to 30 minutes equally divided be-
tween the chairman and the ranking
member.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. LOTT. So then at 9:30, we will re-
sume consideration of the resolution.
We will have 30 minutes of debate, and
the cloture vote will occur on the reso-
lution. Senators can expect the first
vote at 10 a.m. on Wednesday. Fol-
lowing that vote, notwithstanding rule
XXIl, 1 ask unanimous consent that
the Senate begin a period of morning
business until 12:30 p.m. with Senators
speaking for up to 5 minutes each with
the following exceptions: Senator
BROWNBACK, or his designee, the first 30
minutes; to be followed by Senator
COVERDELL, or his designee, for 30 min-
utes; and Senator DURBIN, or his des-
ignee, for 60 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. If the cloture motion is
agreed to, a final passage vote on the
resolution is expected to occur during
the day tomorrow, probably in the
afternoon session, obviously. As a re-
minder, cloture was filed on the gas tax
legislation, and pursuant to rule XXIlI,
that vote will occur on Thursday at a
time to be announced later after con-
sultation between the two leaders.

The Senate will also begin consider-
ation of the loan guarantees legislation
as per the unanimous consent agree-
ment.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. LOTT. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, | now
ask unanimous consent the Senate
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order following the remarks of
the Democratic leader, Senator
DASCHLE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, | come
to the floor to talk briefly about a
matter that we have been especially
concerned about in recent months, and
that has to do with the Corps of Engi-
neers.

Prior to that, | rise to express my
disappointment that we were not able
to get to the electronic signature bill
conference report today. | thought we
had worked out all of the problems.
Now, as | understand it, there are some
problems on the Republican side. |
hope it won’t be held up too much
longer. We need to get on with that
legislation, and we have been trying to
move this bill to conference now for
some time. We had worked out our con-
cerns with regard to representation,
and | was certain we would be able to
finish that work today. But given the
problems there now appear to be on the
Republican side, I am hopeful we can
resolve those no later than tomorrow.
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