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in just 6 months to lobby any depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment. This is the type of thing that
goes on thanks to liberals who have
made our Federal Government so big
and have given it so much money that
it is simply now out of control.
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RETIREMENT OF SHERLYNN REID
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
at the end of the millennium we have
received and continue to receive and to
see and hear and give great attention
to the fact that we are moving into a
new era. And as we move forward, it
serves us well to look back and see
from whence we have come.

However, there are dates which are
truly beginnings or ends of eras. The
village of Oak Park celebrated such an
event November 1 of this year. After 29
years at Village Hall, at age 64,
Sherlynn Reid, a lifetime advocate of
diversity and racial balance in Oak
Park, retired as Director of Commu-
nity Relations for the Village of Oak
Park, Illinois.

Oak Park is a vital, exciting commu-
nity, home to more than 53,000 resi-
dents of different cultures, races,
ethnicities, professions, life-styles, re-
ligions, ages and incomes. Diversity is
highly prized, promoted, and nurtured
in this community; and it has played
an important role in defining the eco-
nomic, cultural, and social character of
this unique community.

Oak Park works hard to ensure a de-
sirable quality of life. Oak Park estab-
lished a Citizens Community for
Human Rights and the Community Re-
lations Commission in 1963 to assure
all residents of equal service and treat-
ment. The commission works to im-
prove intergroup relations without re-
gard for race, color, religion, national
origin, or sexual orientation. It works
to ensure good human race and com-
munity relations and reduce tensions,
and acts as a hearing panel for resolu-
tion of discrimination.

In 1968, the Village Board approved
one of the Nation’s first local fair hous-
ing ordinances, outlawing discrimina-
tion. In 1973, the Village Board ap-
proved the Oak Park Diversity State-
ment.

Sherlynn Reid started at Village Hall
as a Community Relations Representa-
tive in 1973 and became Acting Commu-
nity Relations Director in 1977. Shortly
afterwards, she was appointed Director
of Community Relations. The Commu-
nity Relations Department enforces
the Village’s Human Rights Ordinance,
the Fair Housing Policy and promotes
Oak Park’s Racial Diversity Policy.
The Department participates in block
organizing, community safety pro-
grams, conducts multi-cultural train-
ing and networks with community
agencies and groups.

Miss Reid was instrumental in cre-
ating the Committee of Tomorrow’s

Schools, the quota ordinance of 1974,
the equity assurance ordinance, and
the organization of the gang and drug
task force. She serves as volunteer in
charge of girls guidance for the John C.
Vaughan Scholarship Cotillion and is
the youth chair for the West Town’s
chapter of LINKS Incorporated, a na-
tional service organization for young
and adult women.

She has a special place in her heart
for the annual Friends of the Library
used book sale, which each year now
occupies an entire floor of the Oak
Park/River Forest High School. Village
Manager Carl Swenson said, ‘‘I can
think of no other person who has had
such a positive impact on this commu-
nity. She is irreplaceable. It is a loss
for us, but she is not leaving the com-
munity, she will still be here.’’

Reid responded with typical modesty.
‘‘I will miss it. I enjoyed my job. I may
get all the attention for what they do,
but a lot of people in the community
have added to what I have done. The
people in this community are key, and
I have enjoyed working for and with
them. I feel it is crucial the commu-
nity remain racially diverse. It is not a
one or two-person job.’’

Sherlynn Reid plans to spend more
time with her daughters and grand-
children but has promised to remain
active in the community. She intends
to finish writing two books, My Oak
Park, and another one on her family.

Sherlynn Reid leaves behind a living
legacy, a legacy of love and respect, a
legacy of struggle for equality and fair-
ness, a legacy of building unity based
on our infinite diversity, a legacy of
unlimited economic and cultural
growth and prosperity based on the
fullest participation of every resident.

Her legacy will continue to develop,
and regardless of her retirement, she
will continue to help shape the future
of her community. We congratulate
Sherlynn on the occasion of her retire-
ment, and look forward to working
with her for many more years to come
in continuing to build an outstanding
community.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
f

U.S.-CHINA WTO AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to report to my colleagues of the
good news we received just yesterday
that American and Chinese trade nego-
tiators have reached what appears to
be a very good agreement to bring
China into the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

Now, in plain English, this is a win-
win-win deal for American values and
American interests. First, it is a win
for fairness. In the world of global
trade, the United States plays by rules.
We open our market to everyone,
which is a huge benefit to America’s
consumers and businesses alike. But,
unfortunately, as we all know, every-
one else does not follow those same
rules. They do not all fall in line that
way.

Up until now, China has been at the
top of the list of those who fail to fol-
low those rules.
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But now they are agreeing to play by
the rules. Of course, we know it will
take a lot of diligence and effort to ac-
tually press the Chinese to live up to
their commitments, but this is the
only way that we can move forward.

Second, this is a win for our world-
class American workers and businesses.
Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the Chi-
nese market has largely been closed off
from foreign competition. America’s
world-class businesses, manufacturers,
high-tech companies, entertainers,
farmers, financial institutions, and on
and on and on, have never been able to
effectively compete for sales among
the 1.3 billion consumers in China.

Now, of course, we need a reality
check here. Let us not live under some
illusion that China is the key to the fu-
ture of the world economy. But let us
also agree that China is an important
emerging economy in the key Asian-
Pacific region. Business leaders across
the globe and in every part of America
know that being shut out of China, es-
pecially as China opens up to the
world, would be a huge mistake. We fi-
nally have a deal to get our guys on to
the playing field so that we, as Ameri-
cans, can compete.

And guess what? I am very confident,
Mr. Speaker, that our guys will win
most of the time, because America’s
businesses and America’s workers are
the most competitive and the most ef-
ficient on the face of the Earth.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this is a win
for American values inside China, val-
ues like the rule of law and personal
freedom. Again, let us not lose sight of
reality. There is a lot wrong with how
the Chinese government does business.
We all know about that, and we all
decry that. Just like it has not fol-
lowed the rules of international trade
and business, it has also failed to fol-
low the rules of fundamental human
rights and freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this trade
deal, which will bolster the rule of law
in Chinese business and trade dealings,
will move individual rights forward in
China.

I was especially pleased that Martin
Lee, the leading advocate of democracy
for the Chinese people, based in Hong
Kong, supports bringing China into the
world trade system of rules and laws
for this reason. That is certainly a very
good and positive sign.
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