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that doctors would be able to fix prices and
drive up health insurance premiums. Doc-
tors, led by the American Medical Associa-
tion, back the measure. They say health
plans are beginning to monopolize the pa-
tient market, and that doctors often have no
choice but to sign restrictive contracts in
order to stay in business.

Hyde said that, along with Hastert, rank-
and-file members who had been contacted by
the health insurance industry asked him to
pull the bill.

The chairman said he still wants to pursue
the issue in the future but could not say if he
would ever mark up the Campbell bill. ‘‘I
don’t know,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m interested in
doing something with the difficult relation-
ship between doctors, HMOs and insurers. I
don’t think the problem will go away, nor
will our responsibility [to address it].’’

Mr. GRAHAM. I thank the Chair and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
VOINOVICH). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

RALPH TASKER ‘‘A COACHING
LEGEND’’

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor a man who touched the lives
of each person he came into contact
with throughout his teaching and
coaching career. Coach Ralph Tasker
was a respected person, and a perfect
gentleman. He always looked for the
good in people and had that rare abil-
ity to bring out the best in others.

Born and raised in Moundsville, West
Virginia, Coach Tasker took up basket-
ball when he was five years old. This
was his common bond with most of his
friends. In Moundsville, nearly every-
one worked in coal mines except for
Tasker’s parents, who owned and oper-
ated a grocery store. He played basket-
ball in high school, earning all-state
honors in his junior and senior cam-
paigns. From there he played four
years at Alderson-Broaddus College,
and this is where he met his wife, Mar-
garet Elizabeth Marple. The two were
married and devoted to each other for
nearly fifty years until Margaret
passed away in 1991.

Tasker began his coaching career
straight out of college at Sulphur
Springs High School in Sulphur
Springs, Ohio, in 1941. He spent less
than a year at Sulphur Springs, but
even then made an impact on his stu-
dents and players. Tasker went beyond
the role of coach and teacher, as he was
always a friend to his students and

players. From his first year in coach-
ing, his students considered Coach
Tasker a father figure. Those who
knew Coach Tasker describe him as
dedicated, sincere, and loyal to his
players and community.

After leaving Sulphur Springs, Coach
Tasker served our country for three
years in the U.S. Air Corps. He then ac-
cepted another coaching position in
New Mexico at Lovington High School.
After three years and one state cham-
pionship with Lovington, Coach Tasker
moved twenty miles south to Hobbs
High School, where he would remain
for the rest of his coaching career.
Forty-nine years, eleven state cham-
pionships, two perfect seasons, and two
National High School Coach of the
Year awards later, Coach Tasker de-
cided to retire. In fifty-three years of
coaching, Tasker had a remarkable col-
lection of achievements. He finished
with 1,122 wins and 291 losses, which
ranks him as the third place coach in
total number of wins in high school
boys’ basketball history. Among many
honors, he was elected to four different
halls of fame, won twelve state cham-
pionships, and in 1991 was named the
National Athletic Coach of the Year in
the prestigious Walt Disney National
Teacher Awards Program.

Coach Tasker was slow to take cred-
it, but quick to praise. He often said,
‘‘When you’ve got players like I’ve got,
they make a great coach out of you.’’
He was uncomfortable in the limelight,
and even chose to put his awards away
in drawers, preferring to display art-
work by his grandchildren. Coach
Tasker always sought to uplift his chil-
dren, grandchildren, students, and
players.

Mr. President, Coach Ralph Tasker
passed away on Monday, July 19, 1999,
after a brief bout with cancer. I trust
the Senate will join me in honoring one
of the greatest men in the sports his-
tory of New Mexico and this country.
He will be missed by everyone. I be-
lieve my friend Senator DOMENICI put
it best when he said, ‘‘The passing of
Ralph Tasker marks the loss of an in-
stitution in Hobbs and in New Mexico.’’
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
GARRETSON, SD, CHAPTER OF
THE FUTURE FARMERS OF
AMERICA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I have
spoken many times to my colleagues in
this body about the importance of agri-
culture in America. It is certainly one
of the most valuable industries in my
home state of South Dakota and is
clearly essential to the economy and
well-being of the entire United States.

Undoubtedly, farming has always
been a difficult job. But, consistent
with the industrious spirit of America,
there have always been dedicated
young men and women who have been
willing to face the challenge of growing
the food for this country. And even
during tough times, there have been
young Americans who are willing to

answer the call to one of the most
noble vocations in our country—they
want to be farmers.

Last week, the Future Farmers of
America hosted their seventy-second
annual national convention in Lex-
ington, Kentucky. Nearly 50,000 future
farmers and their guests, including a
number of young South Dakotans,
gathered to exchange ideas, develop
leadership skills and to have a frank
discussion about the future of family
farming.

Mr. President, I’m proud to report
that, of the hundreds of local FFA
chapters from across the country, and
of the thousands of participants na-
tionwide, the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica chapter from Garretson, South Da-
kota was named National FFA Chapter
of the Year. Chapter members Brian
Cooper, Gary Kringen, Mitch Coburn,
Amanda Dorman, and their adviser Ed
Mueller have spent countless hours
working on projects ranging from pro-
moting economic development in rural
communities to providing lessons in
farm safety to elementary students.
Their hard work and dedication to the
future of agriculture is a heartening
sign that there will be a future genera-
tion of farmers to work the land and
raise the food for this great country.

I want to offer my most sincere con-
gratulations to the members of the
Garretson chapter of the Future Farm-
ers of America on receiving this great
honor. These young people have earned
the admiration and respect of their
community and the entire state of
South Dakota. Brian, Gary, Mitch, and
Amanda remind us that outstanding
young people are willing to commit
themselves to farming—one of the
most challenging, rewarding, and im-
portant careers they could choose.
f

CHANGES TO THE BUDGETARY AG-
GREGATES AND APPROPRIA-
TIONS COMMITTEE ALLOCATION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, sec-
tion 314 of the Congressional Budget
Act, as amended, requires the Chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee
to adjust the appropriate budgetary ag-
gregates and the allocation for the Ap-
propriations Committee to reflect
amounts provided for emergency re-
quirements.

I hereby submit revisions to the 2000
Senate Appropriations Committee allo-
cations, pursuant to section 302 of the
Congressional Budget Act, in the fol-
lowing amounts:

[In million of dollars]

Budget
Authority Outlays

Current Allocation:
General purpose discretionary .................................. 557,504 561,698
Violent crime reduction fund ................................... 4,500 5,554
Highways .................................................................. .............. 24,574
Mass transit ............................................................. .............. 4,117
Mandatory ................................................................. 321,502 304,297

Total ................................................................. 883,506 900,240
Adjustments:

General purpose discretionary .................................. +2,499 +1,340
Violent crime reduction fund ................................... .............. ..............
Highways .................................................................. .............. ..............
Mass transit ............................................................. .............. ..............
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