October 25, 1999

Every Sunday Americans sit around
their Kkitchen tables and their coffee
tables, and you know what they do?
They clip coupons from the Sunday
newspaper. Every Sunday Americans
clip something like 80 million coupons
from the Sunday paper, worth an aver-
age of 53 cents, and that is how Amer-
ican families balance their budget
every week. Is it so much to ask for
those families to say to us: listen, if it
means cutting the Federal bureaucracy
1.3 percent, you should do it. Or if you
want to take money from one depart-
ment, and shift it and do a few other
things, we do not care. But | think
what the American people are saying,
the ones who have finally realized that,
yes, we have balanced the budget with-
out using Social Security, once you fi-
nally accomplish that goal, do not go
back. You finally have a chance to
chart a new course because, and | want
to close on this, Mr. Speaker, and then
I will yield back to the gentleman from
Arizona.

But he also mentioned something
very important, because we talk in
terms of $1754 billion, and we talk
about balancing the budget, and we
talk in terms of numbers and percent-
ages, and we begin to sound like ac-
countants. But at the end of the day
this is not just an accounting exercise.
It really is a very, very important exer-
cise in democracy; and what it is
about, and | mentioned earlier that I
was born in 1951. You know the inter-
esting thing is there were more Kids
born in 1951 than any other year. We
are the peak of the baby boomers, and
I am fortunate. Both of my parents are
still living. They are both on Social Se-
curity; they are both on Medicare. And
I have three kids, and the oldest two of
them now are basically on their own,
sort of on their own.

But this is all about generational
fairness because on one hand in terms
of making certain that every penny of
Social Security only goes for Social
Security, on one hand what we are
doing is we are saying to our parents
we are going to make certain that you
have a more secure retirement, and |
think we need to do that.

But by balancing the budget without
using Social Security we are also say-
ing to all the baby boomers and work-
ing Americans that we are going to
have a stronger economy because we
are going to have lower interest rates.
In a stronger economy a rising tide
lifts all boats, but on the other end of
that generational fairness what we are
really saying to our Kkids is we are
going to guarantee that you will have
a chance at the American dream and a
better standard of living.

So it is about securing a brighter fu-
ture for our Kkids on one hand, it is
about a more prosperous, stronger eco-
nomic future for the people who are
working currently, and it is also about
securing a brighter retirement for our
parents. So this is not just an account-
ing exercise, this is about generational
fairness; and now that we finally
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reached the promised land, we must
not turn back, and the message is clear
to the American people, to our col-
leagues and to the people at the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue.

We will not raise taxes. We will not
raid Social Security. We will not let
the President shut down the govern-
ment unilaterally. We are going to do
everything we can to stop him. But ev-
erything else is negotiable.

We want to be reasonable. We want
to be flexible. We are willing to work
within those perameters. If the Presi-
dent will join us, we can have a budget
agreement by the end of this week, we
can all go home next week, and frankly
the American people will be better off.

Thanks so much for taking this time,
and thanks for letting me join you.

Mr. HAYWORTH. | thank my col-
league from Minnesota who offers the
common sense perspective of the upper
Midwest and just puts in everyday
terms what is absolutely so practical
and so apparent, and he is quite right.
What | call the human equation is at
stake here, to make sure the truly
needy have a safety net, but also to
make sure that money masquerading
as a safety net does not become a ham-
mock for the greedy and for those who
have been wastrels and less than good
stewards of tax dollars from the Amer-
ican people.

I would note this, Mr. Speaker. In
other quarters in this town there are
those who are especially sensitive to
polling numbers, and indeed there are
stories of some folks being out in the
field nightly polling to determine how
they will lead. | happen to think lead-
ership is leading first and then seeing if
the message and the course of action is
responded to by the American people,
and that is why | bring poll numbers to
this floor tonight, that | think many in
this town, especially in the administra-
tion, knowing how sensitive many of
its members are to polling questions
and polling numbers might be.

This is a Fox News Opinion Dynamics
poll of 904 registered voters conducted
on October 20 and 21. The question is:
Who do you trust to make the best de-
cisions on budget issues? Mr. Speaker,
56 percent of the American people say
they trust the Congress on budgetary
issues. Twenty-one percent say they
trust the President.

I would simply suggest, Mr. Speaker,
knowing that there are those espe-
cially sensitive to those types of num-
bers, the reason | quote them here is to
reaffirm what my colleague from Min-
nesota has said. We understand that
reasonable people can disagree, but it
is highly unreasonable for those in this
town to be tempted by the allure of a
political stunt to try and shut down
the Government hoping that there will
be an amen chorus from the partisan
press that would somehow sway the
American people. That is a gambit that
leads to a legacy even more infamous
than what already exists.

In a positive vein we congratulate
the President for signing the defense
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appropriations bill that means that a
much needed pay raise for our men and
women in uniform will at long last be
realized. We would ask the President to
reconsider his notion of taking $4 bil-
lion of the Social Security Trust Fund
to spend on non-Americans in terms of
increased foreign aid, and we would ask
the President to re-evaluate his plan to
veto the Commerce State Justice bill
because he wants more money going to
international organizations that at the
very least attempt to muddy our sov-
ereignty and our unique rights as a na-
tion state in the free world.

So | would simply say again we have
stopped the raid on Social Security. We
have crossed, made that incredible
stride for the first time since 1960.
Though the message has gotten short
shrift in the reportage of this town, we
dare not retreat. Having stopped the
raid, let us not renew it. We would in-
vite the President, Mr. Speaker, and
the minority leader who only yester-
day on national television said that it
was his goal, and let me quote him
again; | want to be fair about this. He
said, quote: ““We really ought to try to
spend as little of it as possible.”

To change that point of view, join
with us; stop the raid on Social Secu-
rity, accurately protect America’s pri-
orities, and let us work as men and
women of goodwill to make sure the
raid has been stopped once and for all.
That is the promise of the new day.
That is the pledge we make in a spirit
of bipartisanship.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. RusH (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today and the balance of the
week on account of a death in the fam-
ily.

Mr. MASCARA (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of
medical reasons.

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina (at the
request of Mr. ARMEY) for today and
October 26 until 5:00 p.m. on account of
official business.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BROWN of Ohio) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. BRoOwN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.
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