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some changes—I am sure we can ac-
commodate the other side and we can
end up with a piece of legislation.
Hopefully it will be done this year.

Mr. President, as chairman of the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions, which had juris-
diction over this bill, I would like to
take a moment to thank all those who
have worked so hard to make this bill
possible. This legislation has been de-
veloped over the course of more than
two years, and a great number of peo-
ple have positively contributed to the
process.

This bill represents a tremendous ef-
fort by the members of the HELP Com-
mittee. | want to thank the members
of the Nickles Task Force for their
guidance. | wish to thank Senator
NickLES himself, and also the majority
leader for their dedication to see this
legislation through to the end.

The staff to the members of the
HELP Committee have contributed
greatly to this bill. Rob Wasinger with
Senator BROWNBACK, Prescilla Hanley
with Senator CoLLINS, Libby Rolfe
with Senator SEssIONs, and Kate Hull
with Senator HUTCHINSON.

The staff of the subcommittees car-
ried a great deal of weight. This in-
cludes Helen Rhee with Senator
DEWINE, Chris Spear and Raissa Geray
with Senator ENzI, Anne Phelps and
Sue Ramthum with Senator FRrIST, and
Alan Gilbert with Senator GREGG.

The committee markup of this legis-
lation lasted over 11 hours and so |
must acknowledge the tireless efforts
of Denis O’Donovan, Steve Chapman,
and Leah Cooper from the full Com-
mittee staff. | also thank Bill Baird of
the Legislative Counsel Office. He has
provided enormous help.

I am grateful for the efforts by the
staff of the GOP Health Care Task
Force. Michael Cannon with the RPC,
Steve lIrizarry with Senator HAGEL,
Mike Solon with Senator GRAMM, Peter
Stein with Senator SANTORUM, and
Kathy Means, Bill Sweetnam, and Dede
Spritznagel with Senator ROTH.

Finally, | would like to thank the as-
sistant majority leader’s staff for their
leadership. Stacey Hughes, Meg Hauck,
Hazen Marshall, Matt Kirk, Brooke
Simmons, Gail Osterberg, and Eric
Ueland were invaluable. As well as
Sharon Soderstrom and Keith Hen-
nessy from the majority leader’s Of-
fice.

On my own staff, | would like to
thank Paul Harrington, Sean Donohue,
Dirksen Lehman, Kim Monk, and Philo
Hall and Marle Power my Staff Direc-
tor. This certainly could not have hap-
pened without my health policy fel-
lows, Tom Valuck, Kathy Matt, and
Carol Vannier. | especially want to
thank Karen Guice and Pat Stroup,
who each provided two years of ground-
work on this legislation.

The round the clock work, particu-
larly over the past week, of all the
staff involved is greatly appreciated.

Mr. President, | could not be more
proud of all these people.
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Around-the-clock work, particularly
over the past week, of all the staff is
greatly appreciated. | cannot be more
proud of these people. | want to com-
mend them and thank them profusely.
I also thank, of course, the people who
work in this great body to make sure
that we end up doing the right things
at the right time.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

OSCE PA DELEGATION TRIP
REPORT

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, |
take this opportunity to provide a re-
port to my colleagues on the successful
congressional delegate trip last week
to St. Petersburg, Russia, to partici-
pate in the Eighth Annual Parliamen-
tary Assembly Session of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, known as the OSCE PA. As Co-
chairman of the Helsinki Commission,
I headed the Senate delegation in co-
ordination with the Commission Chair-
man, Congressman CHRIS SMITH.

THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

This year’s congressional delegation
of 17 members was the largest represen-
tation by any country at the pro-
ceedings and was welcomed as a dem-
onstration of continued U.S. commit-
ment to security in Europe. Approxi-
mately 300 parliamentarians from 52
OSCE participating states took part in
this year’s meeting of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly.

My objectives in St. Petersburg were
to advance American interests in a re-
gion of vital security and economic im-
portance to the United States; to ele-
vate the issues of crime and corruption
among the 54 OSCE countries; to de-
velop new linkages for my home state
of Colorado; and to identify concrete
ways to help American businesses.

CRIME AND CORRUPTION

The three General Committees fo-
cused on a central theme: ‘“Common
Security and Democracy in the Twen-
ty-First Century.” | served on the Eco-
nomic Affairs, Science, Technology and
the Environment Committee which
took up the issue of corruption and its
impact on business and the rule of law.
| sponsored two amendments that high-
lighted the importance of combating
corruption and organized crime, offer-
ing concrete proposals for the estab-
lishment of high-level inter-agency
mechanisms to fight corruption in each
of the OSCE participating states. My
amendments also called for the con-
vening of a ministerial meeting to pro-
mote cooperation among these states
to combat corruption and organized
crime.
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My anti-corruption amendment was
based on the premise that corruption
has a negative impact on foreign in-
vestment, on human rights, on democ-
racy building and on the rule of law.
Any investor nation should have the
right to expect anti-corruption prac-
tices in those countries in which they
seek to invest.

Significant progress has been made
with the ratification of the new OECD
Convention on Combating Bribery of
Foreign Public Officials in Inter-
national Business Transactions. Under
the OECD Convention, companies from
the leading exporting nations will have
to comply with certain ethical stand-
ards in their business dealings with for-
eign public officials. And, last July, the
OSCE and the OECD held a joint con-
ference to assess ways to combat cor-
ruption and organized crime within the
OSCE region. | believe we must build
on this initiative, and offered my
amendment to urge the convening of a
ministerial meeting with the goal of
making specific recommendations to
the member states about steps which
can be taken to eliminate this primary
threat to economic stability and secu-
rity and major obstacle to U.S. busi-
nesses seeking to invest and operate
abroad.

My anti-crime amendment was in-
tended to address the negative impact
that crime has on our countries and
our citizens. Violent crime, inter-
national crime, organized crime and
drug trafficking all undermine the rule
of law, a healthy business climate and
democracy building.

This amendment was based on my
personal experiences as one of the only
members of the United States Senate
with a law enforcement background
and on congressional testimony that
we are witnessing an increase in the in-
cidence of international crime, and we
are seeing a type of crime which our
countries have not dealt with before.

During the opening Plenary Session
on July 6, we heard from the Governor
of St. Petersburg, Vladimir Yakolev,
about how the use of drugs is on the
rise in Russia and how more needs to
be done to help our youth.

On Jduly 7, | had the opportunity to
visit the Russian Police Training Acad-
emy at St. Petersburg University and
met with General Victor Salnikov, the
Chief of the University. I was im-
pressed with the General’s accomplish-
ments and how many senior Russian
officials who are graduates of the uni-
versity, including the Prime Minister,
governors, and members of the Duma.

General Salnikov and | discussed the
OSCE’s work on crime and drugs, and
he wurged us to act. The General
stressed that this affects all of civilized
society and all countries must do ev-
erything they can to reduce drug traf-
ficking and crime.

After committee consideration and
adoption of my amendments, | was ap-
proached by Senator Jerry Grafstein
from Canada who indicated how impor-
tant it was to elevate the issues of
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