July 13, 1999

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
HAYES) having assumed the chair, Mr.
LATOURETTE, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 2466) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2000, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 13, 1999.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
July 13, 1999 at 1:00 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
transmits a six-month periodic report on the
national emergency concerning weapons of
mass destruction declared by Executive
Order 12938.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL.

NATIONAL  EMERGENCY  CON-
CERNING WEAPONS OF MASS DE-
STRUCTION—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106-93)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 204 of the
International Emergency Economics
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and sec-
tion 401(c) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), | transmit here-
with a 6-month report on the national
emergency declared by Executive Order
12938 of November 14, 1994, in response
to the threat posed by the proliferation
of nuclear, biological, and chemical
weapons (““weapons of mass destruc-
tion’”) and of the means of delivering
such weapons.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HoOUSE, July 13, 1999.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed

the House. His remarks will appear
hearafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

REMEMBERING THE PLIGHT OF
THE KASHMIRI PANDITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, recent
events in India’s state of Jammu and
Kashmir, where radical Islamic mili-
tants have infiltrated into India’s ter-
ritory with the support of, and appar-
ently active collaboration with, Paki-
stan, have drawn international atten-
tion to this mountainous region. Now
that Pakistan has apparently agreed to
withdraw its fighters who have crossed
onto India’s side of the Line of Control,
I hope that the attention of the U.S.
and the world community will finally
focus on the long-ignored plight of the
Kashmiri Pandits.

The Pandits, who are the Hindu com-
munity of Kashmir, have an ancient
and a proud culture. Their roots in the
Kashmir Valley run deep. The Pandits
have been amongst the most afflicted
victims of the Pakistani-supported
campaign of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir. Virtually the entire popu-
lation of 300,000 Kashmiri Pandits have
been forced to leave their ancestral
homes and property. Threatened with
violence and intimidation, they have
been turned into refugees in their own
country.

Mr. Speaker, in June, the Pandits re-
ceived somewhat of a mixed message
from the National Human Rights Com-
mission of India. In a positive step, the
Commission did accept jurisdiction
over the issue of human rights in Kash-
mir which was a matter of some ques-
tion because of the special status that
the state of Jammu and Kashmir en-
joys under India’s federal system. But
the Commission also announced that it
would not term the violence against
the Pandits as genocide as has been re-
quested by leaders of the Pandit com-
munity as well as myself and other
Members of Congress. The National
Human Rights Commission also re-
jected the request to define the Pandits
as an Internally Displaced People. The
Commission did acknowledge that the
Pandits had been victims of Killings
and ethnic cleansings as part of the
militants’ campaign to get Kashmir to
secede from India.

The National Human Rights Commis-
sion has recently set up a committee to
address the Pandits’ concerns, which
includes representatives from the Com-
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mission, the Jammu and Kashmir
State Government, and one representa-
tive from the Pandit community. But,
Mr. Speaker, the committee has not
yet met.

I am asking my colleagues to join me
in signing a letter to the National
Human Rights Commission asking that
the decisions on genocide and inter-
nally displaced persons be reconsidered
and that the new committee begin reg-
ular meetings. | have often cited In-
dia’s Human Rights Commission as a
model for other Asian nations and de-
veloping nations the world over to
emulate. It is an example of India’s
commitment to democracy and the
rule of law. I am sure the commission
will give serious consideration to these
requests by myself and other Members
of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | have been -calling
along with some of my colleagues in
this House for increased world atten-
tion to the plight of the Kashmiri
Pandits. As | have gotten to know the
Kashmiri-American community and
have heard about the situation facing
the Pandits, | have become increas-
ingly outraged not only at the terrible
abuses that they have suffered but at
the seeming indifference of the world
community. Mr. Speaker, India’s gov-
ernment must work to provide condi-
tions for the safe return of the Pandit
community to the Kashmir Valley.

I also urge that our State Depart-
ment continue to hold Pakistan ac-
countable for provoking the current
fighting in Kashmir by its support for
the militants who have infiltrated In-
dia’s territory.

Even before the current fighting,
there has been a disturbing pattern of
massacres of civilians carried out by
the militants operating in Kashmir.
While it is predominantly Hindus who
have been the victims of these attacks,
we have also seen attacks against Mus-
lim residents of Jammu and Kashmir
who have dared to assist the legitimate
state authorities in putting a halt to
the violence.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this is the true
face of the insurgency in Kashmir. The
militants have transformed a peaceful,
secular state in India, one which hap-
pens to have a predominantly Muslim
population, into a killing field as part
of the goal of turning the state into an
area under strict Islamic rule. From
the standpoint of international sta-
bility, this would be a disaster. From
the human standpoint, the militants’
campaign has already been a disaster
as the displaced Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity demonstrates. It is wrong to
continue to ignore their plight. We
must address their concerns and hope-
fully the Human Rights Commission
will do so and reconsider some of the
decisions that it has already made.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DiAz-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes.

DIAZ-BALART addressed the
His remarks will appear

(Mr.
House.
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