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Once again, the media will help them

fix the image in the public’s mind, but
the truth is now there for all to see. We
thank the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. FRANK).

f

TAX RELIEF

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are overtaxed. They pay
too much income tax, they pay too
much sales tax, they pay taxes on their
savings, they pay taxes on their invest-
ments, and they pay taxes when they
die.

In fact, Federal taxes consume about
21 percent of national income, the
highest proportion since World War II.
But Mr. Speaker, help is on the way. In
the coming days, the House will pass a
tax bill that says to America, we think
you deserve a long overdue refund for
the surplus you created.

Mr. Speaker, make no mistake about
it, our first priority is to save social se-
curity and Medicare for future genera-
tions of seniors. In fact, for every dol-
lar of the surplus that we use for tax
relief, there are $2 set aside for social
security and Medicare.

I am happy to say, Mr. Speaker, that
just yesterday at the White House the
President agreed with the Republicans
in the House and Senate that we ought
to lock up that Medicare and social se-
curity surplus first. That is what we in-
tend to do.

When Members hear the talk about
how our tax cuts are taking money
away from social security and Medi-
care, remember this, Mr. and Mrs.
America, we will lock up our social se-
curity and Medicare, our retirement se-
curity fund, first, $2 for every $1 we
will subsequently give in tax relief.

We will give tax relief if people are
taxed for getting married, we will give
tax relief if people are taxed for trying
to go to school, we will give tax relief
if they are taxed for getting buried,
and we will give tax relief if people just
have a general income and need some
across-the-board relief.

In fact, the benefits here will go to
the American people in better jobs,
better economic growth, better em-
ployment opportunities, and more
take-home pay, and that, Mr. Speaker,
is what freedom is all about.
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TITLE IX MEANS OPPORTUNITY
FOR WOMEN ATHLETES

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the World Cup
Soccer champions, I want to present
this soccer ball to the gentlewoman
from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK), my col-

league, and to former Member, Edith
Green. In 1972, they offered and enacted
the landmark Title IX legislation, the
Bill of Rights for women in education
and sports.

It said that any university that se-
cured Federal funds must open up all
programs on an equal basis. Prior to
enactment of Title IX, female athletes
had very little and limited opportunity
to compete. I know that when I was in
school, there were no women’s sports
programs.

Mr. Speaker, the Statue of Liberty
has become a symbol of freedom to the
world. Now when a woman or anyone
holds up a soccer ball, this has become
a symbol of opportunity, of equality in
sports, and really the opportunity for
women to achieve great things. Thank
you, Title IX. Thank you to the women
and men in this body that enacted it.

f

THE B.E.S.T. AGENDA FOR
CONGRESS

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, back
in January when this Congress con-
vened, I told my constituents that I
thought we ought to pursue what I
called the B.E.S.T. agenda. B-E-S-T. B
for balancing the budget; E for edu-
cational reforms that focus on giving
local school districts and parents more
flexibility in dealing with education
issues; S for saving Social Security,
something that is important to all of
us but particularly to those of us who
are baby boomers who were born after
World War II; and T for tax relief and
reform.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted that we
are pursuing this agenda and we are
making tremendous progress. Our
budget resolution calls for not only a
balanced budget this year, but for the
first time actually securing every
penny of Social Security taxes only for
Social Security.

Our educational reform, Ed-Flex, has
already passed and is on its way to the
States. Now we focus on tax relief.

Mr. Speaker, let me suggest that the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARCHER)
has put down his marker. Mr. ROTH has
put down his marker. The President is
coming up with his own tax plan. But I
hope at the end of the day there will be
real tax relief for working families, and
I hope we would focus first and fore-
most on eliminating the marriage pen-
alty tax.

f

LIBERAL INSIDERS WARN
AGAINST TAX CUTS

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the
Washington Post editorialized yet
again against Republican tax cuts and
our proposal. Hardly a week goes by
without the Washington elite and other

liberal insiders warning against the
idea of letting Americans keep more of
their own money.

To me that is a pretty good indica-
tion that that is exactly what we need
to do.

And of course the same crowd also
called Ronald Reagan’s tax cuts dan-
gerous, foolish, and irresponsible. They
are now singing the same tune today.

They are also the same people who 2
years ago said that we could not cut
taxes and balance the budget at the
same time. And of course they are the
same crowd that could not praise
President Clinton enough for raising
taxes by a record amount.

See, there are lots of people in this
town who really do believe government
can spend their money better than
Americans can, and they really hate
the idea that people should be able to
keep the fruits of their labor and reap
the benefits of saving, sacrificing, and
realizing their dreams.

Mr. Speaker, of course they are
against the tax cut.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate on House Resolu-
tion 242 or House Resolution 243.

f

200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DEATH OF GEORGE WASHINGTON
(Mr. GEKAS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, it occurred
to me that while we are waiting to pro-
ceed with today’s agenda that here in
1999 it is the 200th year, the 200th anni-
versary, and it should not be a happy
anniversary, but it is an anniversary of
the death of George Washington.

After the constitutional convention
of 1787, of course the father of our
country took over the presidency in
1789. He served 8 stalwart years, during
which time he established the United
States presidency for what it is, an in-
dividual who will chart the course of
the country without ever attaining the
role of king or of tyrant or of anything
but a citizen politician who would
guide the ship of State, along with the
two other branches of government.

George Washington established that
for all time. When he retired he went
back to Mt. Vernon and there, guess
what? He engaged in making sure that
the firefighting equipment for the en-
tire area was intact. He pruned trees,
checked the crops, made sure that the
river flow was adequate for the pur-
poses of transportation, river transpor-
tation. Did a hundred different things
as an owner of property, as a farmer.
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