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The bill before us does not match, 

dollar for dollar, the authorization bill 
we approved last month, but it is in 
general quite consistent with the rec-
ommendations of the authorizing com-
mittee. 

To my colleagues on my side of the 
aisle, I realize that the bill provides 
funds in some areas which you may not 
all endorse fully. But, in total, the bill 
offers a good balance between current 
operations and future modernization. 
It funds both the needs of the military 
and the priorities of the Congress. I be-
lieve it is a very good bill that we 
should all support. 

In closing, may I just add a footnote 
to my remarks. 

Senator STEVENS and I are two of the 
few remaining Members who served in 
World War II, the ‘‘ancient’’ war. In 
that war, over 10 percent of our Na-
tion’s population stepped forward to 
put on the uniform of the armed serv-
ices. Today, fewer than 1 percent have 
done so. 

Today’s military force is an All Vol-
unteer Force. But beyond that, there 
are other vast differences. 

In my youth, only 4 percent of my 
regiment had dependents. The remain-
ing 96 percent were single men. Today, 
the average is about 70 percent with de-
pendents. Therefore, it is essential that 
we provide in areas that were not con-
sidered during World War II, such as 
day care centers and hospitals. 

In the hospital in which Senator STE-
VENS and I spent some time, there were 
just men—men in uniform. It may be of 
interest to Members to note that today 
at Walter Reed, 14 percent of the beds 
are occupied by active-duty personnel, 
and 86 percent are occupied by depend-
ents and retirees. There are more gyne-
cologists in hospitals today than ortho-
pedic surgeons, and there are more pe-
diatricians than orthopedic surgeons. 
That is a difference of which most 
Members of the Senate, and I believe 
most Americans, are not aware. 

The largest cost of defense is not 
missiles; it is not bullets; it is not 
ships; it is personnel; it is people. If we 
want the best military, men and 
women who are willing to step forward 
in harm’s way and, if necessary, give 
their lives for our Nation, then we 
should be able to provide the very 
best—not just in pay, but make certain 
that their health care and educational 
system are the finest. 

We use the phrase ‘‘quality of life’’ 
quite often. If quality of life is not 
what the people receive, then I don’t 
think we can anticipate the very best 
of our Nation volunteering to serve. 
After all, I want my son to go to col-
lege; I am certain that a man in uni-
form wants his son or his daughter to 
go to college. We should give them the 
same opportunity. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
I ask unanimous consent that a staff 

member, Patricia Boyle, be given the 
privilege of the floor during this de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 540 
(Purpose: To reduce to $500,000 the threshold 

amount for the applicability of the require-
ment for advance matching of Department 
of Defense disbursements to particular ob-
ligations) 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator GRASSLEY, I send an 
amendment to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Alaska [Mr. STEVENS], 
for Mr. GRASSLEY, proposes an amendment 
numbered 540. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end of the general provisions, add 

the following: 
SEC. . Section 8106(a) of the Department 

of Defense Appropriations Act, 1997 (titles I 
through VIII of the matter under section 
101(b) of Public Law 104–208; 110 Stat. 3009– 
111; 10 U.S.C. 113 note), is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘not later than June 30, 
1997,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘$1,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$500,000’’. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be tempo-
rarily set aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak for a 
few minutes in morning business. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, we 
have no objection. How long does the 
Senator desire? 

Mr. WELLSTONE. I think I can do 
this in 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEVENS. I remind Members of 
the Senate desiring to offer amend-
ments that we could discuss today, we 
are prepared to take some. There will 
be no votes on this bill today, but we 
do hope to have a vote on an amend-
ment starting in the morning so we can 
get the bill expedited. 

We have no objection to the Sen-
ator’s request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
call the Senate’s attention to the fact 
that yesterday, June 6, marked the 31st 
anniversary of the death of a former 
Member of this body, Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy. I can think of no more fit-
ting way to remember Robert Ken-
nedy’s legacy than to recall some of 
the words he delivered to students at 
the annual Day of Reaffirmation of 
Academic and Human Freedom at the 
University of Cape Town in South Afri-
ca. 

Ironically, this speech was delivered 
June 6, 1966, just 2 years before Robert 
Kennedy’s death. I will read portions of 
the speech: 

Our answer is . . . to rely on youth. The 
cruelties and obstacles of this swiftly chang-

ing planet will not yield to obsolete dogmas 
and outworn slogans. It cannot be moved by 
those . . . who prefer the illusion of security 
to the excitement and danger which comes 
with even the most peaceful progress. 

This world demands the qualities of youth; 
not a time of life but a state of mind, a tem-
per of the will, a quality of the imagination, 
a predominance of courage over timidity, of 
the appetite for adventure over the love of 
ease . . . . 

These [people] moved the world, and so can 
we all. 

I am reading portions of the speech. 
Few will have the greatness to bend his-

tory itself; but each of us can work to change 
a small portion of events, and in the total of 
all those acts will be written the history of 
this generation. 

This is perhaps my favorite quote 
from what anyone has ever said. 

It is from numberless diverse acts of cour-
age and belief that human history is shaped. 
Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or 
acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes 
out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny 
ripple of hope, and crossing each other from 
a million different centers of energy and dar-
ing those ripples build a current which can 
sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression 
and resistance. 

Robert Kennedy’s brother, our col-
league, Senator TED KENNEDY, has said 
that his brother ‘‘need not be idealized 
or enlarged in death beyond what he 
was in life, to be remembered simply as 
a good and decent man who saw wrong 
and tried to right it, saw suffering and 
tried to heal it, saw war and tried to 
stop it.’’ 

I do not presume to improve upon ei-
ther Robert Kennedy’s own words or 
upon his brother’s tribute. I recall the 
words today only to mark June 6 1968, 
as a tragic and sad day in the history 
of our country. As TED has said, to 
pray that what Robert Kennedy ‘‘was 
to us and what he wished for others 
will some day come to pass for all the 
world.’’ 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent for an addi-
tional 5 minutes to speak as in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VETERANS 

Mr. WELLSTONE. I listened to my 
colleague, Senator INOUYE, in his open-
ing remarks. He reminded me of an 
issue that I think is extremely impor-
tant. Over this Memorial Day recess, 
the DAV, Disabled American Veterans, 
organized a big forum in Minnesota. I 
think they had 130 forums over the re-
cess period. The veterans wanted to 
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