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caused over twice as many outbreaks as
foods regulated by the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture.”

The GAO estimates that some 9,100 deaths
each year can be attributed to food poisoning.
If nothing is done to improve the situation,
things will only get worse. Indeed, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services estimates
that food-borne related deaths and illnesses
will likely increase by 10 to 15% over the next
decade.

The Consumer Food Safety Act will address
this growing problem in a number of ways. Let
me explain the bill's three main components.

NATIONAL FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM

First, the Consumer Food Safety Act estab-
lishes a National Food Safety Program to en-
sure the food industry has effective programs
in place to assure the safety of food products
in the United States. While this program will
contain a number of provisions, | would like to
draw your attention to two key aspects of this
program, inspections and registrations.

The legislation requires quarterly inspections
of food processing and importing facilities. It
also requires food processors and importers to
register with the Department of Health and
Human Services, injecting needed account-
ability into the food safety system. The Sec-
retary of HHS may suspend the registration if
a facility fails to allow inspections or if a sus-
pension is necessary to protect the public's
health.

Those processors who have a good track
record will receive a waiver from the quarterly
inspection requirement, but those who do not
pass the test will continue to be inspected for
sanitary conditions and to determine if their
food products are unsafe for human consump-
tion. This should be the baseline for all foods.
Frequent inspections are a key ingredient to
any food safety package. A more rigorous in-
spection program is one of the principle pillars
of our legislation.

| would just like to add that federal and state
cooperation is crucial to implementing the Na-
tional Food Safety Program our bill envisions.
It is for this reason the bill includes a section
specific to federal-state cooperation, directing
the Secretary to work with the states to ensure
state and federal programs function in a co-
ordinated and cost effective manner.

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

The second major component of the Con-
sumer Food Safety Act will be increased re-
search and education. With new food-borne ill-
nesses cropping up, additional research and
education is necessary to devise treatments
and better inform the public of threats to its
safety. The bill | am introducing includes provi-
sions to conduct better food surveillance and
tracking to assess the frequency and source
of food-borne illnesses. In addition, research
will be conducted to improve sanitation prac-
tices and food monitoring techniques. The leg-
islation will also target research on developing
rapid testing procedures and determining con-
tamination sources. The goal is to stop food-
borne illnesses before they have a chance to
spread.

As a complement to the research program,
the CFSA contains education initiatives to en-
hance public awareness and understanding. In
many instances, the medical community is not
familiar with food-borne illnesses. Con-
sequently, physicians are unable to properly
diagnose and treat the illness until after addi-
tional complications develop or until it is too
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late. In addition, to educating physicians, how-
ever, we must ensure that every American be-
comes an active participant in the battle
against food-borne illness. To that end, the bill
targets education initiatives toward public
health professionals.

ENHANCED ENFORCEMENT TOOLS

The third major component of the Consumer
Food Safety Act will provide the FDA with the
additional enforcement tools it needs to better
protect the nation’s food supply. The bill in-
cludes notification and recall provisions that
empower the FDA to stop tainted foods from
entering the market. It also includes whistle-
blower protections to prevent employees from
losing their job after reporting unsafe practices
by bad actor employees. Afterall, it is the
worker in the processing facility who is in the
trenches and is most able to provide informa-
tion about unsanitary practices. In order to
give the bill the teeth it needs to be enforced,
it includes civil monetary penalties for failures
to comply with its provisions.

Taken together, the increased inspections,
additional research and education, and en-
hanced enforcement tools of the Consumer
Food Safety Act will ensure a safer food sup-
ply from farm to table. It is a common-sense
solution to a growing problem. | urge all of my
colleagues to join me in the effort to pass this
bill so that we can stop the type of tragedy
that has affected Lynn Nowak and her daugh-
ter Julia from happening to others.

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS’ WEEK

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 1999

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, as we approach
National Correctional Officers’ Week, which
begins May 3rd, | wanted to commend the offi-
cers who work in correctional facilities in my
home state of Michigan. We owe a debt of
gratitude to the men and women who patrol
law enforcement’s toughest beat and provide
an invaluable service to our communities.

Correctional officers make the difference in
ensuring that dangerous felons are kept se-
curely behind bars. As we know from the cor-
rectional officers who have given their lives in
the line of duty, it's a dangerous profession
that works in the face of threat and deserves
our respect and support.

We owe a special thanks to these officers
who deal with some of the most hardened in
our society and yet, deal with them profes-
sionally, firmly and fairly. We count on these
brave men and women to remain forever alert
and ensure the protection of our families.

Correctional officers are working in an in-
creasingly stressful environment, as incarcer-
ation rates have risen and the inmate popu-
lation has become more violent. By working
together, we can address the unique and often
dangerous challenges faced by correctional of-
ficers around the country. These officers de-
serve our commitment to improving working
conditions, reducing the threat of assaults and
ensuring that they receive wages equal to
other law enforcement officers.

Too often, we fail to recognize the work of
these men and women, but our communities
are better, safer places to live and raise our
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children because of their noble efforts. They
deserve our admiration and our thanks.

HONORING THE BELLFLOWER
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 1999

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, improving our na-
tion’s public schools is one of the top priorities
of the 106th Congress. We all share the goal
of better educational opportunities for our na-
tion’s children. The only question is how to
achieve that goal. Already this year both
houses of Congress set an excellent tone of
bipartisanship by passing the Education Flexi-
bility Partnership Act of 1999—a measure that
will help bring much-needed relief to our
schools and improving the academic achieve-
ment of our students. This bill, like others
Congress will consider this year, recognizes
that local control is best for our schools, rather
than a “Washington knows best” policy. Local
school districts across the nation are labora-
tories for reform—finding innovative ways to
improve student achievement. | rise today to
pay tribute to one such school district, the
Bellflower Unified School District, which serves
many students residing in California’s 38th
Congressional District.

The Bellflower Unified School District re-
cently received a Citation in the 1999 Magna
Awards for Outstanding Programs in Student
Achievement, presented by The American
School Board Journal and Sodexho Marriott
School Services. The awards recognize local
school boards for taking bold and innovative
steps to improve their educational programs,
and include $500 in scholarship money. The
Bellflower Unified School District received the
award for its Intensive Learning Center in
Lakewood, CA—an elementary school that
serves as a research model to demonstrate
what works best in elementary education. The
Intensive Learning Center offers a rigorous
course of study and a longer school day (8
hours) and school year (200 days). It features
state-of-the-art technology, including a science
laboratory that allows students to perform ex-
periments usually available only to secondary
school students. Its faculty includes five full-
time specialists to provide enrichment in
science, technology, reading, Spanish, and
physical education.

Also key to the success of the Intensive
Learning Center was the willingness of the
Bellflower Board of Education to collaborate
with teachers and unions. The board and the
union negotiated time to allow grade-level
teams of teachers to meet daily for an hour to
plan instructional units. The teachers at the In-
tensive Learning Center deserve commenda-
tion for their hard work in making the Center
a success.

The Bellflower Unified School District re-
ceived another honor recently when Esther
Lindstrom Elementary School in Lakewood
was selected as a California Nominee in the
National Blue Ribbon Schools 1998-99 Ele-
mentary Program. Esther Lindstrom Elemen-
tary is one of California’'s 49 Nominees in this
competition. Nationally, 381 public schools
were nominated. Esther Lindstrom is one of
224 public schools (39 in California) to be se-
lected for a site visit in the competition. The
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