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some help to deal with their medical
expenses. Equally important, it will be
a very clear signal to them and to the
country that when a mistake is made,
when the Government does not do what
it should do, when people suffer as they
have suffered, that justice will be done.
This bill is about justice.

It is now on its way to the President.
Again, I thank all of those who have
been involved in this: Senator LOTT,
Senator JEFFORDS, Congressman HYDE,
Senator BOB GRAHAM, PORTER GOSS in
the House, the prime sponsor in the
House, as well as Speaker GINGRICH.
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DRUG INTERDICTION

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I will
now take a moment to discuss one of
the most important accomplishments
of this Congress. It is an accomplish-
ment that occurred about 41⁄2 hours
ago. Back in July, I, along with a bi-
partisan, bicameral core group of legis-
lators, came to the floor and intro-
duced a bill that called for a major new
effort to restore a balance to our drug
interdiction and eradication efforts.
Today, just this morning, after a few
short months, this important effort has
been included in the omnibus bill that
we passed. It is included in the bill that
is being sent to the President and that,
with his signature, will then become
law.

This bill, this effort, is about restor-
ing balance to America’s antidrug ef-
forts. Restoring balance to America’s
antidrug effort is a major accomplish-
ment of this Congress. It is vitally im-
portant to the future of America’s chil-
dren. Our drug interdiction efforts,
keeping drugs out of this country, are
lagging way behind where they ought
to be. Drugs are far too plentiful, far
too easy to find, far too cheap, far too
easy to obtain. It is so easy. The
amount of drugs in our country is at an
unprecedented high level.

Back in the 1980s and 1990s we used to
have a balanced antidrug strategy. We
provided the right balance of resources
to fight drugs. What do I mean by bal-
ance? I think we have to take a multi-
faceted approach to the drug problem.
We have to have treatment for those
who need that and who are willing to
go into treatment. We have to have
education and other methods to stop
people from starting drugs. We have to
have domestic law enforcement, most
of which is handled at the local level
but, of course, it also includes the DEA
and the FBI. And, we also have to have
international drug interdiction, stop-
ping drugs from leaving the source
countries—Peru, Bolivia and Colom-
bia—stopping them on the high seas,
stopping them at the border. We have
to have all four components. What this
bill does is restores that balance, or a
better way of saying it, frankly, a more
accurate way of saying it, is it begins
to restore this balance.

This effort is not just about provid-
ing resources. It is demonstrating,
rather, the will to stop drugs before

they reach our borders. This is not just
about dollars. It is not just about dol-
lars and cents. It is also about leader-
ship. It is the Federal Government’s—
our—responsibility, and the Federal
Government’s alone to stop drugs at
the source or in transit to our borders.
In the other areas, where we talk about
treatment, or domestic law enforce-
ment, prevention, education, all of
these are shared responsibilities of the
local communities and the State and
the Federal Government and the pri-
vate sector and the nonprofit groups.
But when we talk about drug interdic-
tion, that is the one thing that nobody
else can do but the Federal Govern-
ment. That is our responsibility and
the buck does, in fact, stop here.

It is the Federal Government’s re-
sponsibility, and the Federal Govern-
ment’s alone, to stop drugs at the
source or in transit to our borders. I
have seen it firsthand. I have been to
the Caribbean, I have been to the Baha-
mas, I have been off the coast of Haiti
and off the coast of the Dominican Re-
public. I have been along the border in
El Paso. I have been into New Mexico.
I have talked directly to the men and
women of this great country who are
fighting this war. We have great people
who are doing that. I have seen first-
hand that what we are currently pro-
viding to uphold this responsibility is
simply not enough. It is, frankly, inad-
equate. Just as we need military readi-
ness to defend America against war, we
need drug interdiction readiness to de-
fend America against drugs.

We do know how to do it. We do know
how to do it. We have great people. We
got our ideas for this legislation from
the experts, from men and women of
key agencies such as the Coast Guard,
Customs, DEA. That is where the ideas
for this legislation that will now be-
come law came from. Their resources
have been dramatically reduced, trag-
ically, in recent years. This bill be-
gins—and I say begins—to fix this prob-
lem by providing the very resources
they need. We could not be here today
without their assistance.

This was a bipartisan effort. We
worked with both sides of the aisle. We
had Gen. Barry McCaffrey’s involve-
ment and his help and cooperation and
assistance. Today we certainly can be
proud of this victory, but today is just
the first step. We have a long way to go
to restore this balance. We will be back
next year to continue this war. But
make no mistake about it, this bill is a
major step towards keeping drugs out
of our country. This bill will mean
more planes in the air, more ships at
sea, less drugs on the streets of Amer-
ica. We are back in the business of put-
ting the drug lords out of business.

I thank my good friend, BILL MCCOL-
LUM, Congressman MCCOLLUM from
Florida, for leading this effort in the
House of Representatives. I thank
DENNY HASTERT, chairman of the
Speaker’s drug task force, who did a re-
markable job in securing close to $700
million to get this initiative started. I

also thank our bipartisan core group
on drug interdiction—Senators PAUL
COVERDELL, BOB GRAHAM, AL D’AMATO,
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, LAUCH FAIRCLOTH,
and of course PORTER GOSS, CHUCK
GRASSLEY and KIT BOND.

The Speaker of the House, NEWT
GINGRICH, and Majority Leader TRENT
LOTT, both were absolutely instrumen-
tal in getting this included in the budg-
et package that we just passed. But for
them it simply would not have hap-
pened, and we know that.

The two chairmen of the Appropria-
tions Committees, Senator TED STE-
VENS and Congressman BOB LIVING-
STON, deserve our thanks for taking the
lead to include our initiative in their
omnibus bill.

This legislation will make a huge dif-
ference in our efforts to win back
America’s future from the drug lords.
It is just the beginning to restore the
balance but it is a major, significant
beginning. It is a major victory. I
thank my colleagues who worked so
very hard on this.
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AFRICA: SEEDS OF HOPE ACT

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I would
like now to turn the Senate’s attention
to a very important foreign policy, as
well as humanitarian, measure, a
measure that has also been passed by
the Congress. I am referring to the Af-
rica: Seeds of Hope Act.

Back in July, Senator SARBANES and
I introduced legislation on the Senate
floor to promote small-scale agricul-
tural and rural development in Africa,
a bill cosponsored in the House of Rep-
resentatives by our colleagues, DOUG
BEREUTER and LEE HAMILTON, a bipar-
tisan effort, a bill that will save lives,
a bill that will help people help them-
selves.

The Africa: Seeds of Hope Act rep-
resents a commitment to seek ways to
help farmers in sub-Saharan Africa
through sustainable agriculture, re-
search, rural finance and extension
projects. The bill will also recognize
important benefits such overseas agri-
cultural advances could hold for Amer-
ica’s farmers. The Senate and House
have both passed the bill. It is now on
its way to the President.

We need to sow seeds of hope in Afri-
ca. There are a vast number of people
in Africa who go each day without the
necessary nourishment that we in our
country take for granted. In many
parts of Africa, women and children
struggle daily to find the food that will
barely sustain them for another day.

The problem in Africa has worsened
over the last 30 years, and this is in
spite of the fact that in many parts of
the world the situation is getting bet-
ter, and in Africa it is getting worse.
The number of Africans who are unable
to produce the food and provisions they
need to lead healthy, productive lives
is tragically rising. According to the
Food and Agriculture Organization,
around 215 million people are under-
nourished in sub-Saharan Africa, and
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