
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2187
F–16 wing braces believing the fracture cri-
terion was too strict for minor nicks. Coordinat-
ing with engineers at depot, they approved our
ideas, saving $19,000 and 780 man-hours on
the spot. This is already having a major im-
pact on repairing F–16s across the Air Force.
We are now ordering all vehicle parts, directly
cutting out the middleman and saving a pro-
jected $28,000 this year. Our Base Service
Store on Shaw has now been contracted out
to LC Industries, expanding service, equip-
ment, and including hazardous materials.

‘‘We are leading the Air Force in reengineer-
ing our processes in Transportation and Sup-
ply by combining similar functions and elimi-
nating others. We will cut about 30 positions
equating to about $1 million in annual person-
nel savings. To improve our processes, we
are consolidating similar technologies into a
Center of Technology concept. Consolidating
maintenance, supply, and transportation proc-
esses will reduce the number of facilities used
and relocate them closer to the customer on
the flightline. In maintenance alone, we will re-
duce operating locations by five, decreasing
supervisors’ span of control, facility mainte-
nance, and increasing productivity.

‘‘All of the hard work, great ideas, and proc-
ess improvements led to a number of awards.
We won the ACC Supply Daedalian Award
and placed second in the Air Force Oust be-
hind Air Mobility Command’s entry, Charles-
town AFB. Transportation Squadron took com-
mand honors by winning the National Defense
Transportation Award. The 78th Fighter
Squardron won the ACC and Air Force main-
tenance effectiveness Award (Small Aircraft
Category), while the Component Repair
Squadron won the ACC Maintenance Effec-
tiveness Award.’’
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
make Members aware of an important event
taking place in my district during the end of
next year.

The Congressional Medal of Honor Society
will host a convention on November 3–7, 1999
in Riverside, California. The convention will
consist of two parts. The first will be an actual
gathering of Medal of Honor recipients, their
spouses, and other interested participants.
The second will be a dedication of a memorial
at Riverside National Cemetery, the second
largest national cemetery next to Arlington, for
all Medal of Honor recipients past and
present.

Of the 3,417 Medals of Honor which have
been presented since 1863, only 162 recipi-
ents are still with us. During the course of the
convention, the members of the Society will
hold a memorial service at Riverside National
Cemetery. Attendees will commemorate and
remember those who have died since the last
convention. Shortly thereafter, dedication cere-
monies for the newly-built Medal of Honor Me-
morial will take place.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to commend the hard
work of those planning the convention, as well

as those who are organizing the construction
and dedication of the memorial site. They are
at this moment trying to raise the necessary
funding through private donations. Even for
worthwhile projects such as the convention
and memorial dedication, which all freedom
loving Americans support, both organizing
committees have decided to forego taxpayer
funds. By this, I am truly impressed.

I am honored and proud to have the River-
side National Cemetery located in my district.
Those who are interred come from every State
of the Union. The Riverside National Cemetery
is the most active cemetery in the system,
averaging more than 29 burials per day. This
rate will increase with the passage of time.
When the cemetery is fully utilized, there will
be approximately 1,400,000 honored dead in-
terred at Riverside National Cemetery. It may
soon dwarf Arlington National Cemetery and
virtually every other cemetery in the national
system.

Riverside National Cemetery, at present, is
the final resting place for two Medal of Honor
recipients—Staff Sgt. Ysmael Villegas, United
States Army, awarded posthumously for ac-
tions in the Philippines, and Commander John
Henry Balch, United States Navy, awarded for
actions in France. Among the many other vet-
erans buried at RNC is one of the last Buffalo
Soldiers, Woody Strode. Mr. Strode was an
African-American actor who performed in sev-
eral western movies.

In my state of California, 102 individuals
have been awarded the Medal of Honor. One
was Lt. John Finn, USN (ret.) the most senior
living recipient. He was decorated for his ac-
tion of December 7, 1941. Just as noteworthy,
he was already nearing retirement at that time.
Another was Brigadier General John Doolittle
who was decorated for his actions in leading
what everyone believed would be a one-way
trip in the raid on Tokyo barely six months
after Pearl Harbor. Finally, there was Private
First Class Sadao Munemori, United States
Army. He was decorated posthumously for his
actions as a member of the most decorated
unit in World War II, the famed 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team. With their cry of ‘‘Go
For Broke,’’ this unit was composed entirely of
Nisei, or second generation Americans of Jap-
anese ancestry. They helped turn the tide
against Germany in World War II.

Mr. Speaker, the Medal of Honor memorial
will contain all 3,417 names. At present, there
is no publicly accessible place in which all of
the nation’s Medal of Honor recipients are
honored at one location. This will truly be a
one-of-a-kind memorial.

For each Medal of Honor recipient, an
Italian Cypress tree will be placed throughout
Riverside National Cemetery. Within the im-
mediate vicinity of the monument, 300 of
these trees will be planted. These trees live in
excess of 100 years, reach heights of over
100 feet, grow well in southern California, and
require minimal maintenance. The monument
itself will include a walled area which will sur-
round a pool and a miniature waterfall.

An area has already been identified for the
location of the memorial. It will not, in any
way, interfere with the burial capabilities of the
cemetery. It will be located in an easily acces-
sible area for guests and visitors to the ceme-
tery. Across time, it will draw this country’s citi-
zens to this national shrine to heroism and pa-
triotism.

In closing, I wish to quote the mission of the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society be-

cause I believe it best reflects what this con-
vention and memorial is all about . . . ‘‘To
serve our country in peace as we did in war
. . . To inspire and stimulate our youth to be-
come worthy citizens of our country . . . To
foster and perpetuate Americanism.’’

I look forward to the Congressional Medal of
Honor convention and to the dedication of the
memorial. This is something that has long
been overdue. We must honor those who
were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for
our great country.
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
discuss the issue of Multiple Chemical Sen-
sitivity as it relates to both our civilian popu-
lation and our Gulf War veterans. I continue
the submission for the RECORD the latest
‘‘Recognition of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity’’
newsletter which lists the U.S. federal, state
and local government authorities, U.S. federal
and state courts, U.S. workers’ compensation
boards, and independent organizations that
have adopted policies, made statements, and/
or published documents recognizing Multiple
Chemical Sensitivity disorders for the benefit
of my colleagues.

GOVERNORS OF CONNECTICUT, MISSOURI, NEW
MEXICO, NORTH CAROLINA AND WASHINGTON

In (independently) adopting resolutions de-
claring May 11–17 (July 13–17 in Washington)
as MCS Awareness Week. In Washington, the
governor issued a second proclamation after
rescinding the first on the advice of his Gen-
eral Counsel, just 8 days after it was adopted
with approval of the state toxicologist [1998,
7 pages including both Washington versions,
R–178].

MARYLAND STATE LEGISLATURE

In Senate Joint Resolution No. 32 directing
the Maryland Department of the Environ-
ment (MDE) to carry out a study of Chemi-
cal Hypersensitivity Syndrome [1988, 3 pages,
R–40]. The MDE commissioned a state-of-the-
art review from Rebecca Bascom, M.D., enti-
tled ‘‘Chemical Hypersensitivity Syndrome
Study’’ [1989, 132 pages, R–41].

MASSACHUSETTS OPERATIONAL SERVICES DIVI-
SION, ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PROD-
UCT PROCUREMENT PROGRAM

In its final bid document for the procure-
ment of Environmentally Preferable Clean-
ing Products by state agencies for use in
state facilities, which ‘‘will not replace the
cleaning products already on contract; they
will be offered as alternatives.’’ The product
specifications developed by the Massachu-
setts Executive Office of Environmental Af-
fairs, Office of Technical Assistance, include
‘‘desirable’’ (as distinct from ‘‘mandatory’’)
criteria that products contain as few volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) as possible and
not contain any added dyes or fragrances.
These are justified in Appendix N of the bid
document on the grounds that ‘‘A lower VOC
content . . . is especially important for sen-
sitive individuals’’ and ‘‘The Commonwealth
recognizes that many sensitive individuals
prefer cleaning products without added dyes
and fragrances.’’ [1998, 30 page excerpt in-
cluding Appendix N, R–181]
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