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out-lived its predecessors which were all de-
stroyed by fire.

And over the past century, it has seen many
fine men and women elected by their fellow
citizens to honorably serve Butts County. It is
good to see so many of those who have
served here today for this celebration. I myself
had the honor and privilege to have served as
Chairman of the County Commission.

It was 22 years ago Julie, my family and I
began our public service. But I had public
service running through my veins long before
I ran for office. As most of you know, I was
born here in Jackson at the O.B. Howell Clin-
ic. In fact, I was spanked to life by three-term
Commission Chairman O.B. Howell himself. I
was raised by a mother who was a Flovilla
City Councilwoman and a father who always
said he wanted to serve on the County Com-
mission. I was destined to be in politics.

But my career in public service would never
have occurred without the support, hard work
and endurance of my wife, Julie, and my chil-
dren. I began that career right here at home
as Chairman of the Butts County Commission.
I then moved to the Georgia State Senate
where I served two terms.

Today, I have the honor of serving as a
United States Representative in the peoples’
house in our nation’s capitol. I would not have
been able to persevere unless my family had
been at my side through all of those years and
all those campaigns. I also owe the people of
Butts County a debt of gratitude for the sup-
port you have given me. I regret that state pol-
itics prevented me from representing you in
the United States Congress.

I have been asked, ‘‘was it worth the time,
the effort and the money?’’ My answer is al-
ways, ‘‘Yes.’’

I have always had a strong desire to give
something back to the community, the state
and the country that have been so good to
me. And, at each step of the way, I have
grown a little more.

In many respects, the most challenging and
rewarding office I have held is County Com-
missioner. I was young, energetic and a know-
it-all. Serving as a Commissioner taught me
the rigors of public service, and it taught me
humility. During my first month in office, Janu-
ary of 1977, a winter storm with freezing rain
brought the rural roads of our county to a
standstill. Many fine citizens volunteered to
help the county meet the challenge of getting
our roads open and people moving again.

I have laughed and joked that we broke up
DUIs in Butts County by bargaining with Pro-
bate Judge Gene Blue to sentence all of those
convicted of DUI to 30 days on the County
Commission. DUI arrests declined dramati-
cally.

The accomplishment for which I am most
proud was negotiating the contract to install
water lines connecting Jackson with Flovilla
and Jenkinsburg.

The saddest experience I had as Commis-
sioner was my defeat for reelection in 1980. I
had many goals I still wanted to accomplish
for the people of Butts County. My good friend
and fellow Commissioner, Mr. Everett Brisco,
and I knew we would be defeated. I told him
during one of our many rides around the
County that ‘‘a loss in this election may lead
to a major victory in the future.’’

Time and the people of Butts County were
good to me. You elected me to represent you
in the Georgia State Senate.

During my four years there, I had the oppor-
tunity to participate in shaping the laws on
issues of great importance to us all—edu-
cation, taxes, crime, the economy and many
others.

In 1993, I took on a new challenge—United
States Representative for Third Congressional
District of Georgia. I have found that many of
the issues and concerns in which I was in-
volved as a Butts County Commissioner and
as a Georgia State Senator are also issues
that concern the Congress—only on a national
scale. But while we in Congress engage in
great debates over our national defense, the
direction of our government, the fate of the
President and the future of our children, I am
always reminded from where I come.

Shortly after my election to Congress in
1992, I received a letter from my childhood
friend, Frank Duke. In that letter Frank wrote,
‘‘It is a long way from Flovilla, Georgia to
Washington, D.C.’’ He also enclosed a photo-
graph of the town of Flovilla. We are now
grown and gone our separate ways. But
Frank’s letter and photograph remind me of
the hopes and ambitions we had.

And it reminds me of the values and prin-
ciples we were taught by our parents, our
teachers, and the wonderful people of a small
town. I have kept that letter and photograph to
remind me of my home and the lessons I
learned with Frank and the others so many
years ago.

As I conclude, I would like to read to you
the quote by the great poet Longfellow which
is printed in the dedication of the History of
Butts County Georgia. It is worthy of reflection
by all those who are elected to serve. It reads:
Each one performs his work and then leaves

it
Those that come after him estimate
His influence on the age in which he lives.

Thank you and God Bless You.
f

AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON
THE JUDICIARY TO INVESTIGATE
WHETHER SUFFICIENT GROUNDS
EXIST FOR THE IMPEACHMENT
OF WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLIN-
TON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 1998
Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, the

House of Representatives will today make one
of the most solemn decisions it can make next
to a declaration of war—whether to proceed
with a full congressional inquiry into allega-
tions that the President’s actions warrant his
removal from office. A bipartisan majority of
the House, including members of the Presi-
dent’s own political party, will support the res-
olution to hold hearings and further investigate
the President’s conduct.

The historical significance of today’s action
does not escape me. This is only the third
time in our nation’s history that Congress has
voted to proceed with an impeachment inquiry.
Today, particularly, I feel a burden of respon-
sibility as never before during my years of
public service.

Like most Americans, I have weighed very
carefully the evidence presented thus far by

the Independent Counsel. From the very be-
ginning, I have wanted to give the President
every benefit of the doubt. I have wanted to
believe that he was telling the truth. But it is
now clear that he has not been truthful with
the American people, with the Congress, with
his staff, and with his own wife and family.

No man, not even the President, is above
the truth or above the law. Each man and
woman must be held accountable to the duly
established laws of the United States. In this
matter before us, it is very important that the
legal process, as outlined in our U.S. Constitu-
tion, continue to its conclusion. That means
that the Congress, and more specifically, the
House Judiciary Committee, will now hold
hearings to determine if the President’s ac-
tions warrant his impeachment.

The time this investigation has taken, and
the toll it has taken on our country, is a direct
result of the President’s efforts to deny the
truth and delay the process. He could have—
and should have—told the truth from the very
beginning but instead he chose repeatedly to
lie. Anyone who has served in a court pro-
ceeding knows the significance of taking an
oath to tell the truth, the whole truth, and noth-
ing but the truth. A violation of that oath is per-
jury. It is now evident that the President has
lied under oath. To maintain the fundamental
integrity of our system of government, he must
be held accountable for his actions.

These actions have not taken place in a
vacuum. From the Oval Office to the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet, the President has had a dra-
matic effect upon our responsibilities at home
and abroad. While it is still too early to predict
the outcome of this crisis, one thing has be-
come increasingly clear: by his own evasion of
the truth, the President’s effectiveness and the
standing of the United States throughout the
world has been severely diminished.

Meanwhile, the work of this Congress is
continuing. While the media is focused pri-
marily on the Judiciary Committee’s work,
Congress continues to address the enormous
challenges facing our country and the world.
The United States now faces enormous tests
on both the domestic and world stage—terror-
ist bombings, of our embassies, Saddam Hus-
sein thumbing his nose at UN inspections,
North Korea’s development of nuclear weap-
ons, and an increasingly fragile peace in
Northern Ireland. Closer to home, we are ad-
dressing real challenges before us—the future
of Social Security, improving education, reduc-
ing taxes on American families, and averting a
government shutdown.

In closing, President Clinton’s careful and
calculated legal response has not served him
or our country well. This is a sad day in our
nation’s history. The President and the Presi-
dent alone bear full responsibility for the action
Congress is taking today. We must move for-
ward with this process. In encourage our
Members to support the Committee’s resolu-
tion.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Henry A. Schmitt, a widely-known and
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respected leader of the transportation industry
for over 35 years, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from CNF Transportation Inc. at the
end of this year. He began his CNF career
with a background as a trucking security ana-
lyst, working for several Wall Street financial
firms in New York City for more than 15 years.

As Vice President of Corporate Relations,
Mr. Schmitt manages CNF’s communications
with the Wall Street financial investment com-
munity. His other responsibilities include
CNF’s government and corporate relations, in-
cluding oversight of the company’s extensive
scholarship and charitable contributions activi-
ties.

Mr. Schmitt joined CNF from Wall Street in
1978 as Assistant Vice President of Investor
Relations. He later became Assistant Vice
President and Director of Corporate Relations,
and was subsequently named Assistant Vice
President and Director of Corporate and Fi-
nancial Relations. Mr. Schmitt was elected a
Vice President in 1988. He is a member of the
company’s Executive Administrative Commit-
tee and Chairman of the CNF Transportation
Inc. Political Action Committee.

Throughout his career, Mr. Schmitt has
been active in a number of industry and pro-
fessional associations. In addition to participat-
ing on many special industry task forces and
committees, he served on the Executive Com-
mittee and was a member of the Policy and
Finance Committee of the American Trucking
Associations. The Western Highway Institute
elected him as President in 1994 and Chair-
man in 1995. He also served as both Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Cargo Airline Asso-
ciation (when it was the Air Freight Associa-
tion).

Mr. Schmitt has long been an active mem-
ber and rose to become chairman of the Pub-
lic Affairs Council of the Conference Board.
He is a past director of the U.S. National In-
vestor Relations Institute, and the founder/
chairman of the NIRI’s Silicon Valley Chapter
as well as an active member of both the New
York and San Francisco Securities Analyst
Societies, affiliates of the Financial Analysts
Federation.

A past member of the Advisory Board of the
California Institute, he also served as CNF’s
deputy to both the California Business Round-
table and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
from 1985–1996, and was a member of the
California Chamber of Commerce Public Af-
fairs Council. When on Wall Street, he served
as chairman of the Motor Carrier Analysts
Group, the association of senior security ana-
lysts with responsibility for trucking industry
securities.

The Citizens Scholarship Foundation of
America elected him to serve on its National
Advisory Board of Trustees for the period
1995–2001. In 1996, he was appointed a
trustee of the Charles Armstrong School, an
elementary school in Belmont, California that
educates children with problems of dyslexia.
He assumed the additional post of school
treasurer in 1998. A native of Rochester, New
York, Mr. Schmitt attended Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, earning a bach-
elor’s degree in finance in 1963.

I’m very proud to have the Schmitt family as
constituents. I’m grateful for the countless con-

tributions Mr. Schmitt has made throughout his
career. Few have contributed as much to their
industry and by doing so California’s 14th
Congressional District has been enhanced as
well.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
this exceptional individual who has given so
much to his industry, his community, and his
country. We wish Henry Schmitt and his wife
a happy, healthy and rewarding retirement.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
the House of Representatives to join with the
John T. Mather Hospital community as they
pay special honor to Vincent Bove of Belle
Terre, Long Island, for his 25 years of out-
standing leadership in the Hospital’s Board of
Directors.

On Friday evening, October 23, hundreds of
friends, volunteers and staff will gather for the
hospital’s 33rd annual ‘‘One Enchanted
Evening’’ fundraising gala. This year, in rec-
ognition of October as National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the proceeds from the an-
nual benefit will go to the Fortunato Breast
Health Center and Breast Cancer Treatment.
At the gala, Vinny Bove will receive the inau-
gural ‘‘Mather Special Recognition Award’’ for
his tireless efforts to create the hospital’s Am-
bulatory & Inpatient Surgical Pavilion.

As the owner of Laurel Hill Nurseries, Vinny
Bove brought an entrepreneurial spirit and en-
ergy to Mather Hospital 25 years ago when he
joined the Board of Directors. He has focused
that energy on expanding Mather’s medical
services while nurturing its financial health. As
the Chairman of the Hospital’s Board of Direc-
tors. Vinny Bove was instrumental in the suc-
cessful campaign to raise funds for hospital
expansions in 1973 and 1983, as well as sep-
arate efforts to finance a new Emergency
Room and the Ambulatory & Inpatient Surgical
Pavilion.

His efforts to make Mather Hospital the best
it can be would make its namesake proud. As
Vincent Bove has said, if John T. Mather were
to visit his hospital today, ‘‘we could show how
we’ve cared for this hospital, and how it’s
grown over the years. We’ve really done it
right.’’

Vincent Bove’s efforts to grow John T.
Mather Hospital into one of Long Island’s lead-
ing health care providers seem almost Hercu-
lean to his friends and admirers. But for him,
it was truly a labor of love. Mather grew on me
over the years, Vinny has said, ‘‘It plays a
very important part of my life because it’s so
important to the community, and I’m a very
community-minded person.’’ Vincent Bove’s
love and selfless dedication to the community
is also evident in this public service as the
Mayor of the Village of Belle Terre.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join the en-
tire John T. Mather Hospital community in

honoring Vincent Bove, a very deserving re-
cipient of the inaugural ‘‘Mather Special Rec-
ognition Award’’ for his 25 years of service to
the hospital.
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Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my col-
league from Massachusetts for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, when I get up in the morning,
the first two things I do are to thank God for
my life and thank veterans for my way of life.
Because if it had not been for the sacrifices of
the men and women who wore the uniform of
the United States military through the years, I
would not have the privilege—as a citizen of
the United States—of going around bragging
about how we live in the freest and most open
democracy on the face of the earth. Freedom
is not free. We have paid a tremendous price
for it.

I shall always be grateful to those who, like
my brother Bill, made the supreme sacrifice.
And to people like that man right there, JERRY

SOLOMON, who served with distinction in the
United States military and then came back to
our home region in upstate New York, be-
cause a successful businessman, and—more
importantly in my eyes—entered a career in
public service. From his local government
roles to his national leadership role today, he
has rendered such outstanding service to us
all.

I have been in the United States Congress
for half of JERRY SOLOMON’s tenure. And what
a privilege it has been, JERRY, over these past
10 years, to serve with you, as a team. To-
gether we have accomplished a great deal for
the Capital Region of the State of New York,
but I will not go into those items right now.

One day on the House steps, I think I was
in my first or second term, we were having
pictures taken with our respective constituents.
JERRY grabbed me and asked the photog-
rapher to take a picture of the two of us. He
later inscribed that photo and sent it over to
my office and it is on my office wall today—
and it will stay there. It says, ‘‘Mike—thanks
for being part of the one-two-punch for the
Capital District.’’ Let me acknowledge, there
was never any doubt about who was number
1 and who was number 2.

But I want to say to my friend, JERRY, what
a great honor it has been to be number 2 on
that team with you. And today I want to look
you in the eye and say thank you for your
service to our country, for the tremendous
service you gave to your constituents through-
out your long and distinguished career, and
most importantly, to thank you for what you
gave to me. You have been a true and loyal
friend. And while you are leaving here—and I
regret that deeply—the one thing I take com-
fort in knowing is that our wonderful friendship
will continue.
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