September 22, 1998

I am deeply disappointed that the
Senate is being prevented from consid-
ering this important legislation by Re-
publican recalcitrance. American in-
ventors deserve better and America’s
future is being short changed.

———

THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE
MEDICARE REHABILITATION ACT
OF 1998

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the Reinstatement
of the Medicare Rehabilitation Act of
1998, introduced by Senators REID and
GRASSLEY. I have always been a strong
advocate for the senior citizens of our
nation and I believe this bill will help
provide a safety net for some of our
sickest seniors. I was pleased to re-
cently join my colleagues as a cospon-
sor of this bill for two reasons—it re-
peals an unnecessary $1,600 cap on
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation
services and will allow seniors to re-
ceive treatment services that are es-
sential to their health.

Every year our elderly are threat-
ened by strokes, multiple injuries, and
diseases. Seniors who suffer from
strokes and multiple diseases in a
given year often have complex health
care needs that require costly, com-
prehensive treatment. One study has
estimated that almost 13% of all Medi-
care beneficiaries or 635,000 seniors who
receive rehabilitative services outside
of a hospital setting will exceed the
$1,600 cap. The treatment that they
desperately need would exceed the
$1,600 cap and require seniors to pay
out of pocket for services or seek treat-
ment in a hospital outpatient depart-
ment in order for Medicare to cover
their treatment.

How could our senior citizens be
treated this way? How did this come to
be? Well let me tell you, in 1997 Con-
gress passed the Balanced Budget Act.
Within that Act we placed a $1,500 cap
on outpatient rehabilitation services.
Limits on the cap were adopted with-
out adequate committee hearings and a
detailed analysis was not conducted by
HCFA to determine the likely effects
on beneficiaries’ ability to obtain
medically necessary services.

This was a mistake, but fortunately
we can correct it by passing this legis-
lation. The Reinstatement of the Medi-
care Rehabilitation Act ensures senior
citizens the right to receive the med-
ical services they need to recover.
Under this bill, senior citizens will no
longer be hindered by financial limita-
tions on rehabilitation services and
seniors who don’t live near a hospital
won’t be forced to travel there just to
have Medicare pay for their treatment
services. I don’t want an 85-year-old
woman who has had a stroke and is
trying to regain her ability to speak or
eat to have to travel to a hospital 30
minutes away to receive treatment.

I want to let those who depend on
Medicare know that we are working to
protect their health. While we must
continue to work diligently to protect
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the solvency of Medicare, we can’t let
seniors who need rehabilitation serv-
ices fall through the cracks. I salute
the sponsors of this bill and urge my
colleagues to support this important
legislation.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

AT 12:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendments of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1856) to amend the fish and Wild-
life Act of 1956 to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a volunteer
pilot project at one national wildlife
refuge in each United States Fish and
Wildlife Service region, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 326. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
on September 23, 1998, for the presentation of
the Congressional Gold Medal to Nelson
Rolihlahla Mandela.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 3248. An act to provide dollars to the
classroom.

H.R. 4569. An act making appropriations
for foreign operations, export financing, and
related programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
without amendment:

S. 1695. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to study the suitability and
feasibility of designating the Sand Creek
Massacre National Historic Site in the State
of Colorado as a unit of the National Park
System, and for other purposes.

——

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the second time and placed on the
calendar:

S.J. Res. 56. Joint resolution expressing
the sense of Congress in support of the exist-
ing Federal legal process for determining the
safety and efficacy of drugs, including mari-
juana and other Schedule I drugs, for medic-
inal use.

S10719

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-7047. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Second Half FY 1997
Semi-Annual Report on Program Activities
to Facilitate Weapons Destruction and Non-
proliferation in the Former Soviet Union’’;
transmitted jointly, pursuant to section 1208
of Public Law 103-160, to the Committee on
Appropriations, to the Committee on Armed
Services, and to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-7048. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report on state compliance with
terms of the Antiterrorism and Effective
Death Penalty Act of 1996; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-7049. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Good Neighbor Environmental
Board transmitting the Board’s annual re-
port for 1997; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-7050. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Exemp-
tions from the Requirement to Report Large
Currency Transactions Pursuant to the Bank
Secrecy Act—Phase II"" (RIN1506-AA12) re-
ceived on September 17, 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-7051. A communication from the Mem-
bers of the Railroad Retirement Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s
budget request for fiscal year 2000; to the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.

EC-7052. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the annual report
of the United States-Japan Cooperative Med-
ical Science Program for the period July 1996
through July 1997; to the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources.

EC-7053. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel of the Small Business
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Small
Business Size Regulations and Government
Contracting Assistance Regulations; Very
Small Business Concern’ received on Sep-
tember 16, 1998; to the Committee on Small
Business.

EC-7054. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel of the Small Business
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Disaster
Loan Program (Agricultural Enterprises)”’
received on September 16, 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

EC-7055. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel of the Small Business
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Disaster
Loan Program (Eligibility Criteria)”’ re-
ceived on September 16, 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

EC-7056. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel of the Small Business
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Small
Business Size Regulations and Government
Contracting Assistance Regulations; Very
Small Business Concern’ received on Sep-
tember 16, 1998; to the Committee on Small
Business.

EC-7057. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
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