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This year, the House of Representa-
tives has included $2.6 million in the
fiscal year 1999 Interior appropriations
bill for completion of the National His-
toric Trails Center. Although this is
only half of the money necessary to
complete the project, I am extremely
pleased the House took this action and
recognized the importance of con-
structing this facility. Currently, the
Senate version of the Interior appro-
priations bill does not include funds for
the Trails Center. I understand the dif-
ficult funding choices faced by the In-
terior Appropriations Subcommittee as
this bill was crafted, but I am ex-
tremely disappointed that the Senate
version of this legislation did not pro-
vide funds for the Center.

As the Senate completes its work on
the Interior appropriations bill and
this legislation moves to a conference
with the House, I plan to do everything
I can to ensure that funds for the His-
toric Trails Center are included in the
final bill. Clearly, this project has
merit and would be a valuable addition
to our nation’s cultural and historic
landmarks. Over the coming days, I
plan to work with Senators GORTON
and BYRD to ensure that the House
funding level is protected during the
conference on this legislation.

The National Historic Trails Inter-
pretive Center is a worthy project. I
urge the Senate to recede to the House
language on this important measure
and begin the process of completing
this outstanding facility.

——
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
September 15, 1998, the federal debt
stood at $5,511,724,391,342.63 (Five tril-
lion, five hundred eleven billion, seven
hundred twenty-four million, three
hundred ninety-one thousand, three
hundred forty-two dollars and sixty-
three cents).

One year ago, September 15, 1997, the
federal debt stood at $5,375,122,000,000
(Five trillion, three hundred seventy-
five billion, one hundred twenty-two

million).
Five years ago, September 15, 1993,
the federal debt stood at

$4,388,003,000,000 (Four trillion, three
hundred eighty-eight billion, three mil-

lion).
Ten years ago, September 15, 1988,
the federal debt stood at

$2,598,251,000,000 (Two trillion, five hun-
dred ninety-eight billion, two hundred
fifty-one million).

Fifteen years ago, September 15, 1983,
the federal debt stood at
$1,354,786,000,000 (One trillion, three
hundred fifty-four billion, seven hun-
dred eighty-six million) which reflects
a debt increase of more than $4 tril-
lion—$4,156,938,391,342.63 (Four trillion,
one hundred fifty-six billion, nine hun-
dred thirty-eight million, three hun-
dred ninety-one thousand, three hun-
dred forty-two dollars and sixty-three
cents) during the past 15 years.
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CHILD CUSTODY PROTECTION ACT

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
rise today in support of S. 1645, the
Child Custody Protection Act. This bill
makes it a federal offense to knowingly
transport a minor girl across state
lines to circumvent her home state’s
parental consent or notification laws
and obtain an abortion. This bill sends
an important message that we will sup-
port those states that have tried to
protect minors from making a decision
of this magnitude without the involve-
ment of the parents. We should do ev-
erything we can to ensure that parents
are able to exercise the responsibilities
of guiding and protecting their chil-
dren, and I applaud Senator ABRAHAM
for his leadership on this issue.

A few of my constituents raised some
concerns about S. 1645 that I would like
to address. First, the bill imposes no
burden on the right to an abortion, and
it adds no new provisions or restric-
tions on state laws. S. 1645 is designed
merely to preserve the integrity of pa-
rental involvement laws in states that
have chosen to enact them. Second, the
legislation does not violate the con-
stitutional right to travel. Like the re-
cently enacted Deadbeat Parents Pun-
ishment Act, the Child Custody Protec-
tion Act only punishes travel that is
undertaken with the intent of dodging
legitimate state laws. Third, in cases
where teenagers are afraid to tell their
parents, there are judicial bypass pro-
cedures to address these situations. A
study performed by the American Jour-
nal of Public Health of these bypass
procedures found that only 1 out of 477
girls was denied judicial authorization.
Fourth, S. 1645 recognizes the role of
states in ensuring that legal abortions
are safe—to allow valid state laws to be
avoided is to undermine the safety of
the procedure and endanger the health
of those minors. Fifth, parental in-
volvement laws enjoy the support of 74
percent of Americans according to a
1996 Gallup poll. While S. 1645 does not
alter any state’s laws regarding abor-
tion, it does ensure that states that do
have these popular laws have a more
realistic chance of enforcing them.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT OF THE COMMODITY
CREDIT CORPORATION FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 1996—PM 157
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message
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from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by the provisions of sec-
tion 13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress
(15 U.S.C. T714k), I transmit herewith
the report of the Commodity Credit
Corporation for fiscal year 1996.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, September 16, 1998.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills and joint resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 2795. An act to extend certain con-
tracts between the Bureau of Reclamation
and irrigation water contractors in Wyoming
and Nebraska that receive water from
Glendo Reservoir.

H.R. 2993. An act to provide for the collec-
tion of fees for the making of motion pic-
tures, television productions, and sound
tracks in National Park System and Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System units, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3445. An act to establish the Commis-
sion on Ocean Policy, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3898. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act and the Controlled Sub-
stances Import and Export Act to conform
penalties for violations involving certain
amounts of methamphetamine to penalties
for violations involving similar amounts co-
caine base.

H.R. 3903. An act to provide for an ex-
change of lands located near Gustavus, Alas-
ka, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4002. An act to designate the United
States Postal Service building located at
5300 West Jefferson Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, as the ‘“Freeman Hankins
Post Office Building’.

H.R. 4003. An act to designate the United
States Postal Service building located at
2037 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“‘Max Weiner Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 4079. An act to authorize the construc-
tion of temperature control devices at Fol-
som Dam in California.

H.R. 4166. An act to amend the Idaho Ad-
mission Act regarding the sale or lease of
school land.

H.R. 4284. An act to authorize the Govern-
ment of India to establish a memorial to
honor Mahatma Gandhi in the District of Co-
lumbia.

H.R. 4382. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and extend the
program for mammography quality stand-
ards.

H.J. Res. 117. Joint resolution expressing
the sense of Congress in support of the exist-
ing Federal legal process for determining the
safety and efficacy of drugs, including mari-
juana and other Schedule I drugs, for medic-
inal use.

The message also announced that the
House disagrees to the amendment of
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the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4101) mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies
programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to the conference
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon; and
appoints Mr. SKEEN, Mr. WALSH, Mr.
DICKEY, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr.
NETHERCUTT, Mr. BONILLA, Mr.
LATHAM, Mr. LIVINGSTON, Ms. KAPTUR,
Mr. FAzio of California, Mr. SERRANO,
Ms. DELAURO, and Mr. OBEY as the
managers of the conference on the part
of the House.

The message further announced that
the House disagrees to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4194)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and for sun-
dry independent agencies, boards, com-
missions, corporations, and offices for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
1999, and for other purposes, and agrees
to the conference asked by the Senate
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses thereon; and appoints Mr.
LEwIS of California, Mr. DELAY, Mr.
WALSH, Mr. HOBSON, Mr. KNOLLENBERG,
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. NEUMANN, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. LIVINGSTON, Mr. STOKES,
Mr. MOLLOHAN, Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs. MEEK
of Florida, Mr. PRICE of North Caro-
lina, and Mr. OBEY as the managers of
the conference on the part of the
House.

The message also announced that the
House disagrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4328) mak-
ing appropriations for the Department
of Transportation and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1999, and for other purposes, and agrees
to the conference asked by the Senate
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses thereon; and appoints Mr.
WoLF, Mr. DELAY, Mr. REGULA, Mr.
ROGERS, Mr. PACKARD, Mr. CALLAHAN,
Mr. TIAHRT, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. LIVING-
STON, Mr. SABO, Mr. TORRES, Mr.
OLVER, Mr. PASTOR, Mr. CRAMER, and
Mr. OBEY as the managers of the con-
ference on the part of the House.

The message further announced that
the House disagrees to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4104)
making appropriations for the Treas-
ury Department, the United States
Postal Service, the Executive Office of
the President, and certain Independent
Agencies, for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to the conference
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon; and
appoints Mr. KOLBE, Mr. WoOLF, Mr.
ISTOOK, Mrs. NORTHUP, Mr. ADERHOLT,
Mr. LIVINGSTON, Mr. MCDADE, Mr.
HOYER, Mrs. MEEK of Florida, Mr.
PRICE of North Carolina, and Mr. OBEY
as the managers of the conference on
the part of the House.

The message also announced that the
House disagrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4103) mak-
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ing appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to the conference
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon; and
appoints Mr. YouNG of Florida, Mr.
MCDADE, Mr. LEwWIS of California, Mr.
SKEEN, Mr. HOBSON, Mr. BONILLA, Mr.
NETHERCUTT, Mr. ISTOOK, Mr.
CUNNINGHAM, Mr. LIVINGSTON, Mr. MUR-
THA, Mr. DICKS, Mr. HEFNER, Mr. SABO,
Mr. DIXON, Mr. VISCLOSKY, and Mr.
OBEY as the managers of the con-
ference on the part of the House.

The message further announced that
the House disagrees to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4112)
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to the conference
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon; and
appoints Mr. WALSH, Mr. YOUNG of
Florida, Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Mr. WAMP,
Mr. LATHAM, Mr. LIVINGSTON, Mr.
SERRANO, Mr. FAzIO of California, Mr.
HOYER, and Mr. OBEY as the managers
of the conference on the part of the
House.

At 5:57 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
one of its reading clerks, announced
that the House has passed the fol-
lowing bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4300. An act to support enhanced drug
interdiction efforts in the major transit
countries and support a comprehensive sup-
ply eradication and crop substitution pro-
gram in source countries.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the first
and second times and placed on the cal-
endar:

H.R. 2795. An act to extend certain con-
tracts between the Bureau of Reclamation
and irrigation water contractors in Wyoming
and Nebraska that receive water from
Glendo Reservoir.

H.R. 3903. An act to provide for an ex-
change of lands located near Gustavus, Alas-
ka, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4382. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and extend the
program for mammography quality stand-
ards.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-6942. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Risk-Based Capital Standards: Unrealized
Holding Gains on Certain Equity Securities”
(Docket R-0982) received on September 15,
1998; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.
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EC-6943. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Federal Labor Relations
Authority, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulations
Implementing Coverage of Federal Sector
Labor Relations Laws to the Executive Of-
fice of the President’’ received on September
10, 1998; to the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources.

EC-6944. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a copy of
D.C. Act 12-420 dated July 7, 1998; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-6945. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Election Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
two rules governing electronic filing by pres-
idential candidates (11 C.F.R. 9003.1 and
9033.1) received on September 14, 1998; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.

EC-6946. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Agricultural Marketing
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Irish Potatoes Grown in the South-
eastern States; Increased Assessment Rate”’
(Docket FV98-953-1 FIR) received on Sep-
tember 10, 1998; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6947. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Agricultural Marketing
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled “Winter Pears Grown in Oregon and
Washington; Increased Assessment Rate”’
(Docket FV98-927-1 FIR) received on Sep-
tember 10, 1998; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6948. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement, Department of the In-
terior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Arkansas Regulatory
Program” (No. AR-030-FOR) received on
September 14, 1998; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

EC-6949. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement, Department of the In-
terior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“North Dakota Regu-
latory Program” (No. ND-032-FOR) received
on September 14, 1998; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-6950. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Last-In, First-Out Inventories”
(Rev. Rul. 98-48) received on September 14,
1998; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-6951. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Interest on Bonds to Finance Cer-
tain Exempt Facilities” (Rev. Rul. 98-47) re-
ceived on September 14, 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-6952. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Transportation Eq-
uity Act for the 21st Century; Implementa-
tion of Guidance for Discretionary Program
Funds for National Scenic Byways”
(RIN2125-ZZ03) received on September 14,
1998; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-6953. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance for Fiscal
Year 1999 Interstate Discretionary (ID)
Funds” (RIN2125-ZZ02) received on Sep-
tember 14, 1998; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.
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