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an entire generation of people have
been lost. The people of Southern
Sudan are voiceless. They have no big
law firms downtown to represent them.
They have no powerful lobbyists. They
have no interests in this Congress. I am
pleased that the gentleman from Ohio
took the time to go to be a voice for
the voiceless.

Let us hope with his trip, we can
begin to put together a process where-
by we can bring peace to Southern
Sudan and not lose another generation.
I thank the gentleman from Ohio for
his efforts.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend
my good friend Rep. TONY HALL for traveling
to Sudan to see first-hand what is taking place
there. He saw devastation and starvation—an
entire generation lost on account of the brutal
war that has been raging for over a decade.
Slavery, terrorism, starvation, and genocide—
all are occurring on a regular basis in Sudan.

Now is the time to do more to bring peace
to Sudan—a place where over 1.5 million peo-
ple have died. The Sudanese people cannot
take much more. An entire generation has al-
ready been lost.

The people of Southern Sudan are poor and
voiceless. They have no access to high-priced
lobbyists or expensive public relations firms.
They are relying on the American Government
to help them. They have no other hope.

I am glad my good friend, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. HALL), went to look at the
atrocities taking place in Sudan. I look forward
to working with him to help bring an end to
this brutal war.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SMITH of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BONIOR addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CONYERS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
DELAHUNT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DELAHUNT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

REMEMBERING ROBERT F.
KENNEDY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, 30 years ago this week, Bobby
Kennedy was taken from us by an as-
sassin’s bullet. I remember that night
all too clearly, and I still feel the sad-
ness of the loss. Today I want to take
a moment to honor this public servant
who was so committed to the cause of
social justice and fairness.

It was my great pleasure, my great
honor, to have worked with Bobby Ken-
nedy, to have known him. As I worked
with this man, I grew to respect, ad-
mire and love him. He cared so much
and he cared so deeply. He was a man
so full of life, so driven by a vision for
a better world. He had a fierce deter-
mination to enforce the civil rights
laws of this Nation. And later he be-
came a one-man crusade across the
country, speaking out against hunger
and poverty. To paraphrase his broth-
er, Senator Ted KENNEDY, Bobby Ken-
nedy ‘‘saw wrong and tried to right it,
saw suffering and tried to heal it, saw
war and tried to stop it.’’

This man, this great man that we
lost when he was so young, he spoke
from his heart and from his gut. He had
the ability and the capacity to look be-
yond the accepted way.

This was a man who took off his
jacket, his coat. He had the ability to
loosen his tie and to travel outside of
the usual circles. He went to visit poor
blacks in the heart of the Mississippi
delta and gave them hope. He visited
low-income whites in Appalachia to
bring them encouragement. He went to
the barrios in the Southwest and he
brought them inspiration. He went to
the reservations and brought care and
compassion. He knew that some in this
great Nation of ours were in trouble,
and he wanted to help.

He was a wonderful, loving, compas-
sionate person and leader. Bobby Ken-
nedy used to say that we did not need
a revolution in the streets, but in our
hearts and in our minds. He wanted
people to engage in meaningful dia-
logue, on poverty, on race, on the
pressing issues of the day.

Today, 30 years after his death, his
voice, his commitment and his leader-
ship are deeply missed and remem-
bered. I for one will never forget Rob-
ert F. Kennedy, his wisdom, his wit, his
moral courage, and his vision.

f

PROTECTING INNOCENT SPOUSES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. EHRLICH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EHRLICH. Madam Speaker, a few
months ago I wrote an article in one of
my local papers concerning a constitu-
ent who left her ex-husband 13 years
ago after what she described as an abu-
sive marriage. The Internal Revenue
Service had targeted my constituent
for payment of a $29,000 tax debt which
was her former husband’s personal re-
sponsibility. As a result, for a decade
the IRS became a fixed, unwanted pres-
ence in her life.

When my constituent appealed to the
IRS for relief under what are known as
the innocent spouse provisions of the
Tax Code, the IRS told her she did not
qualify, even though she is a textbook
example of the kind of person the inno-
cent spouse provisions are supposed to
help. The fact that she does not qualify
for help under existing law told me all
I needed to know about the need for
change in the IRS code.

The IRS reform bill passed by the
House last year did not specifically ad-
dress the plight of many innocent
spouses. Similar legislation under con-
sideration by the Senate, however, does
toughen innocent spouse protections.
The House should follow suit and enact
legislation to ensure women like my
constituent will never be twice victim-
ized, first by an abusive spouse and
then by the government.

Accordingly, I have introduced H.R.
3650, a bill to repeal joint and several
liability of spouses who file their tax
returns married filing jointly. My bill
will enable a spouse to accept liability
for Federal taxes resulting only from
his or her income rather than the total
liability for all of the couple’s taxes.
Had the Ehrlich bill been law at that
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