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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED

CAREER OF MAYOR JOE B. JACK-
SON

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 1998

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the distinguished career of a hard-work-
ing, dedicated public servant, Mayor Joe B.
Jackson. Mayor Jackson has served the City
of Murfreesboro, my home town, for the past
30 years. First as city councilman from 1968
to 1982, then as Mayor until his retirement on
May 7, 1998.

During his tenure, Murfreesboro has grown
from the quaint, southern, small town to one of
the fastest growing cities in the nation. When
Mayor Jackson began his public life,
Murfreesboro’s population was around
25,000—now, under his leadership, the popu-
lation has grown to over 60,000. Although the
growth has been tremendous, especially in the
past ten years, Mayor Jackson has made sure
we continue to maintain our exceptional qual-
ity of life.

Murfreesboro has faced many challenges
since Mayor Jackson first took office. One was
to successfully recruit more industry to the
area, therefore providing better job opportuni-
ties for young people. While many point to in-
dustrial development as his single greatest ac-
complishment, it has been his vision and lead-
ership that has proven time and time again to
bring our community together to do the long-
range planning necessary.

As the senior member of the council, he has
always been the first one willing to learn. One
of his greatest talents is his ability to look
ahead, not just to the next week or next elec-
tion, but his ability to look to the future and
plan for the changes that lie ahead.

Mayor Jackson has not only served at the
helm of our fair city, but he has also held lead-
ership positions as the past-president of the
Tennessee Municipal League and as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors at The National
League of Cities.

Although he may be retiring as Mayor, he is
not retiring from public service—it’s in his
blood. Besides, we do not plan on letting him
retire. I know I will turn to him for advice, and
am confident future city leaders will do the
same.

It goes without saying that Mayor Jackson
would not be the leader he is today without
the support and guidance of one special indi-
vidual, his wife, Frances. She not only helped
raise three wonderful daughters, Janeese,
Jodi and Jennifer, but she has always been
there by his side through the ups and downs.
Everyone in Murfreesboro knows their accom-
plishments are joint accomplishments.

On a personal note, Mayor Jackson has
meant a great deal to me and my family.
Mayor Jackson has known my parents since
they all attended college together at Middle
Tennessee State University. His family, along
with mine, have been longtime members of
Saint Mark’s Methodist Church in
Murfreesboro.

Mayor Jackson, we will forever be indebted
to you. Thank you for sharing your time and
your love to help make Murfreesboro a better
place to live for all of us.

‘‘WHAT AMERICA MEANS TO ME’’
ESSAY WINNER KYLE KITSCHER
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Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
the Fort Collins Elks Lodge No. 804 recently
held a ceremony honoring three Fort Collins
students for having written admirably on the
subject of American citizenship. Their essays,
entitled, ‘‘What America Means to Me,’’ are
fine examples of what we can expect when we
encourage our children to articulate their patri-
otism.

This year’s first-place winner is Kyle
Kitscher, a fifth grader at Tavelli Elementary
School. Allow me to share with you excerpts
of his essay:

America is my home. I was born here mak-
ing me a legal citizen. Many people would
like to live here and become citizens because
of the freedom we enjoy. The kind of freedom
America has is like this: We have the choice
of who we want to marry or where we want
to live. We have the choice of which religion
we want to practice.

America has a great history. We take bits
and pieces of other cultures and blend them
together for a new culture, this is diverse.
America has good land for growing food,
minerals for production and clean water and
plenty of land for everyone.

Second and third place went to Kelly Taylor
and Jordan Bowlby; both from Riffenburgh El-
ementary School. They, too, are to be com-
mended for superb writing on a subject so
dear to us all.

Let me take a moment to thank the Elks
Lodge #804 in Fort Collins, which has spon-
sored this competition now for 14 years. Their
many years of contributions to elementary
education in Fort Collins are worthy of rec-
ognition by the House.
f
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the Inova Fairfax Hospital
Program, Life with Cancer, for its fine work
helping cancer victims and their families cope
with the disease and enhance their quality of
life. Life with Cancer is entirely supported by
community funds and offers its programs free
of charge to patients in the Metropolitan
Washington, D.C. area and their families and
friends, regardless of where the patient is
being treated.

The group was started at Fairfax Hospital in
1987 by a widower whose wife had died of
cancer. He was left with two children and a
great deal of emotional pain. He used his two-
year experience of coping with his wife’s ill-
ness and its impact on his family to create a
program to support families affected by cancer
at all stages of the illness. The resulting pro-
gram is one of the most comprehensive of its
kind in the United States. Because the pro-
gram is based in Fairfax Hospital, which treats
more cancer patients than any other hospital
in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan area,

program staff are able to work closely with
highly skilled physicians and allied health care
professionals to provide the most beneficial
services to patients.

Life with Cancer supports family members
through the duration of the cancer experience
by providing the most current information on
cancer diagnoses, treatment, and psycho-
social impact, assisting children and adults
who have lost a loved one to cancer, collabo-
rating with other health care professionals to
assure that patients and their families are re-
ceiving comprehensive and coordinated serv-
ices, and educating the community about can-
cer and its impact.

Classes available to patients and their fami-
lies include: I Can Cope, a seminar discussing
basic facts about coping with cancer, Look
Good . . . Feel Better, for patients undergoing
chemotherapy or radiation treatments, Spir-
ituality and Cancer, to help families reexamine
their religious beliefs given the cancer experi-
ence, and Humor and Cancer, to help patients
and family members use humor as a means to
strengthen their mental attitude toward cancer.
Ongoing emotional support is provided by sup-
port group and family meetings. Short-term
counseling and crisis intervention is available
for individual assistance.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in thanking the staff and volunteers of Life with
Cancer for their dedication to helping cancer
victims and their families. This valuable pro-
gram, which should serve as a national model,
provides a much-needed network of support
for those dealing with the impact of this dev-
astating disease.
f
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great respect for the outstanding record
of excellence he has compiled in academics,
leadership and community service, that I am
proud to salute Andrew Newhouse, winner of
the 1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This
award is made to young adults who have
demonstrated that they are truly committed to
playing important roles in our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Andrew is being honored for demonstrat-
ing that same generosity of spirit, intelligence,
responsible citizenship, and capacity for
human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Andrew Newhouse is an exceptional student
at Jackson County Western High School and
possesses an impressive high school record.
He has been involved with the National Honor
Society. Andrew is also involved with the
Science Academic Games Team and the Jazz
band. He is a member of the varsity cross
country tack team. Outside of school Andrew,
has been involved in volunteer work at his
local church, taking a college class, and tutor-
ing learning disabled students.

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to
join with his many admirers in extending my
highest praise and congratulations to Andrew
Newhouse for his selection as a winner of a
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LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth-
ers whose personal interest, strong support
and active participation contributed to his suc-
cess. To this remarkable young man, I extend
my most heartfelt good wishes for all his fu-
ture endeavors.
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the tremendous contributions Dr.
Patrick Doyle has made to Middle Tennessee
State University (MTSU), his community and
our environment.

In 1972, as faculty advisor to the MTSU Bi-
ology Club, Dr. Doyle instituted a recycling
program on the school’s campus. To date, the
program has been responsible for the recy-
cling of 9.2 million pounds of newspaper, one
million pounds of office paper and 176,000
pounds of aluminum cans. Students recycling
on campus and individuals and businesses in
Murfreesboro have contributed to Dr. Doyle’s
recycling efforts.

My Murfreesboro district office staff and I
are very grateful to Dr. Doyle and the biology
students who collect our cans, newspaper and
office paper for the recycling program. I am
sure the students who have received scholar-
ships, as a result of this program, are grateful
as well. Over the past 20 years, funds totalling
$400,000 have been used to assist over 200
students through the more than 20 scholar-
ships generated by the recycling program.

Dr. Doyle has also taught an environmental
problems course since the 1970s. One day,
back in 1978, a fledgling Congressman visited
Dr. Doyle’s class. The students bombarded
the freshman legislator with questions. He was
genuinely concerned with the issues they
raised. He told the students he would study
the issues and get back with them. True to his
word, he researched the students’ questions
and sent them a letter. Now, Vice President
AL GORE is internationally known for his
knowledge on environmental issues.

Dr. Doyle is known for more than his envi-
ronmental achievements. He has distinguished
himself on the racquetball court, as well as in-
troducing this Member of Congress to his first
semester of college.

I would like to congratulate Dr. Doyle on re-
ceiving the Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation.

Dr. Doyle, Thank you for the contributions
you have made to Middle Tennessee State
University and the Murfreesboro community.
f
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Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to our Gold Star
Mothers, who have suffered the terrible losses

of their sons and daughters for the defense of
our nation.

We must offer the gratefulness of this Na-
tion to the mothers who have made the great-
est of all sacrifices to our country, their chil-
dren.

The plight of the Gold Star Mothers is being
remembered in Philadelphia in a production
entitled ‘‘Reflections—Going Home’’ in which
students from the Thomas Edison High School
are participating. The Play was written, pro-
duced and directed by one of my constituents,
Vietnam Veteran Frank ‘‘Bud’’ Kowalewski. I
commend his tireless work in offering our
young people the opportunity to honor lost
lives, and teaching them the nature of valor
and patriotism. The play strives to educate the
nation on the sacrifices made by Gold Star
Mothers. I congratulate the cast on their
achievements in reminding us all the true rea-
son we celebrate Memorial Day in America.

God bless the Gold Star Mothers. We hum-
bly offer our tears, humility and gratitude as a
nation.

We pray there will be no more lives unnec-
essarily lost and no more tears. God love and
protect all of our brave soldiers in this great
Nation.
f
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Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to recognize the 40th Anniversary of
the Southeastern Colorado Water Conser-
vancy District and to share with you a brief
history of water development in Colorado’s Ar-
kansas River Valley.

In 1859, discovery of gold in Colorado
brought many settlers to the Arkansas River
Valley, but few were successful in their search
for wealth. More and more gold seekers
turned to farming to provide for themselves
and their families. As permanent settlements
were established, farmers discovered normal
rainfall was inadequate for agriculture. The era
of irrigation had begun.

Early irrigation in the valley depended on
available stream runoff from the Arkansas
River and its tributaries. As irrigation farming
increased, a demand developed for late-sea-
son water which could not be supplied by un-
regulated streamflow. Storage reservoirs were
needed. As a result, farmer-owned irrigation
companies were formed between 1890 and
1910. These companies constructed several
storage reservoirs having a total storage ca-
pacity of nearly 600,000 acre-feet. In addition,
they received water from transmountain diver-
sion systems originally importing only a few
thousand acre-feet annually.

After years of drought and hardship, and nu-
merous discussions among the residents of
the Arkansas Valley, the plan to form a water
conservancy district was put forward. Early
leaders of water development Harold Christy,
Charlie Boustead and Charlie Beise, visited
numerous meetings of canal companies to ex-
plain the needs and usefulness of a district
with taxing power. Petitions to create such a
district were then circulated throughout the
community.

On May 13, 1958, the Southeastern Colo-
rado Water Conservancy District was formed.
At that time, the District Board of Directors
were named and included Charles Irwin, Frank
Dilley, Selby Yount, Wayne Bennett, Herbert
Schroeder, Frank Milenski, Elmer Martin,
James Shoun, James Wagner, Kenneth Shaw,
Sid Nichols, Roy Cooper, David Ciruli, Harold
Christy and William Bauserman.

Just four years later, the Fryingpan-Arkan-
sas Project, a plan to divert additional flows
from the western slope, gained approval. On
August 16, 1962, President John F. Kennedy
traveled to Pueblo, Colorado to sign Public
Law 87–590 authorizing the project. At that
time he stated, ‘‘There is no more valuable
lesson for a President . . . than to come to a
river and see what grows next to it and come
to this city * * * this platform, and know how
vitally important water is.’’

Water is indeed a necessity to the people of
the Arkansas River Valley. The Southeastern
Colorado Water Conservancy District for the
last forty years has been the driving force be-
hind proper water management within the val-
ley and it is for that reason that I honor them
today.
f
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LEE TENG–HUI OF THE REPUB-
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, President Lee Teng-hui and Vice
President Lein Chan of the Republic of China
(Taiwan) will be celebrating their first anniver-
sary in office on May 20, 1998. They have
done an excellent job leading their country.

Everything about Taiwan is forward looking.
It has successfully weathered the current
Asian financial crisis. In the last year, Presi-
dent Lee and Vice President Lien have main-
tained a steady economic growth, expanded
substantive relations with a number of coun-
tries and sought a continuing dialogue with
mainland China.

On the eve of their second anniversary in
office, I join my colleagues in wishing Presi-
dent Lee and Vice President Lien continuing
success in leading their country.
f

BRIGANTINE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL NAMED KINDNESS
SCHOOL IN NEW JERSEY

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 1998

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, in a time
when the evening news is characterized by
conflict and turmoil, it is nice to come across
the story of Brigantine Elementary School.
Last year, Brigantine Elementary was named
the kindest school in my home state of New
Jersey. The school received the award after
students were urged to perform acts of kind-
ness every day during the month of October.
The students responded by performing 50,000
good deeds. Some of these acts included
helping parents or calling a sick relative.
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