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Ten years ago, April 29, 1988, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,502,100,000,000 (Two
trillion, five hundred two billion, one
hundred million).

Fifteen years ago, April 29, 1983, the
federal debt stood at $1,247,917,000,000
(One trillion, two hundred forty-seven
billion, nine hundred seventeen mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of
more than $4 trillion—
$4,265,041,788,432.21 (Four trillion, two
hundred sixty-five billion, forty-one
million, seven hundred eighty-eight
thousand, four hundred thirty-two dol-
lars and twenty-one cents) during the
past 15 years.

———

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INDEPENDENCE OF ISRAEL

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I join
my colleagues in congratulating the
people of Israel on the 50th anniversary
of their independence.

Fifty years ago, Israel’s first prime
minister, David Ben-Gurion, declared
the establishment of the State of
Israel, ending a centuries-old struggle
by the Jewish people to return to their
rightful ancestral homeland. The mod-
ern dream of a Jewish state had been
reborn over 50 years earlier, when
Theodore Herzl shared his vision of
such a nation during the First World
Zionist Conference in Switzerland. Our
predecessors in the U.S. Congress sup-
ported this vision when they passed a
resolution in 1922, calling for the
founding of a Jewish nation.

Tragically, the Jewish people were
unable to achieve that great goal dur-
ing the early years of the modern Zion-
ist movement. They were forced to en-
dure the most brutal and systematic
repression of a people that humanity
has ever witnessed. The six million
Jewish men, women, and children who
lost their lives during the Holocaust
had committed no crime. They were
killed, not because of anything they
had done, but because of who they
were, as part of an inhuman, racist pol-
icy that robbed its victims of both life
and dignity. The extraordinary courage
with which the Jewish people bore this
tragedy is a timeless tribute to their
enduring faith, and we owe the victims
and the survivors a commitment that
such persecution and prejudice will
never occur again.

From its beginning 50 years ago, the
nation of Israel has had a very close
and special relationship with the
United States. In a perennially turbu-
lent and unpredictable region of the
world, Israel has always been a bul-
wark of stability. It is our closest ally
not only in the Middle East, but also in
the United Nations. And during times
of crisis and conflict in the region, this
bond has only been strengthened.

It was no coincidence that America
was chosen as the site for the historic
Declaration of Principles agreement
between the Israeli and the Palestinian
people in 1993, since we have always
worked with great dedication and com-
mitment to achieve a lasting peace in
the Middle East. The Israeli people
know that we will continue to work
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with them and support them during
this long and difficult peace process.

No other ethnic or religious group in
human history had endured so much
pain and prejudice and overcome 8O
many enormous difficulties in estab-
lishing a nation of their own. No other
new nation faced so great a threat to
its immediate survival as did Israel
during its first year of existence. They
have created a thriving democracy in a
region known for its dictatorships.
They have generously opened their
land to Jews from all over the world.
As we celebrate this inspiring Golden
Anniversary of the birth of Israel, we
also honor and commend the Israeli
people for their courage and commit-
ment in achieving their dream of a
homeland and in building the strong
and vital democracy and friend that
Israel is today.

—————

REPORT CONCERNING THE AUS-
TRALIA GROUP AND THE CON-
VENTION ON THE PROHIBITION
OF THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUC-
TION, STOCKPILING AND USE OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND ON
THEIR DESTRUCTION—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 118

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the resolution of
advice and consent to ratification of
the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stock-
piling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by
the Senate of the United States on
April 24, 1997, I hereby certify in con-
nection with Condition (7)(C)(i), Effec-
tiveness of Australia Group, that:

—Australia Group members continue

to maintain an equally effective or
more comprehensive control over
the export of toxic chemicals and
their precursors, dual-use proc-
essing equipment, human, animal
and plant pathogens and toxins
with potential biological weapons
application, and dual-use biological
equipment, as that afforded by the
Australia Group as of April 25, 1997;
and

—The Australia Group remains a via-

ble mechanism for limiting the
spread of chemical and biological
weapons-related materials and
technology, and that the effective-
ness of the Australia Group has not
been undermined by changes in
membership, lack of compliance
with common export controls and
nonproliferation measures, or the
weakening of common controls and
nonproliferation measures, in force
as of April 25, 1997.
WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 29, 1998.

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

AT 2:21 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

H.R. 3546. An act to provide for a national
dialogue on Social Security and to establish
the Bipartisan Panel to Design Long-Range
Social Security Reform.

H.R. 3717. An act to prohibit the expendi-
ture of Federal funds for the distribution of
needles or syringes for the hypodermic injec-
tion of illegal drugs.

At 6:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 3579) entitled ‘‘An
Act making emergency supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other
purposes.”

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
without amendment:

S. 1502. An act entitled ‘‘District of Colum-
bia Student Opportunity Scholarship Act of
1997.”

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3546. An act to provide for a national
dialogue on Social Security and to establish
the Bipartisan Panel to Design Long-Range
Social Security Reform; to the Committee
on Finance.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-4672. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, a notice rel-
ative to a retirement; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4673. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Mental Health
Wraparound Demonstration Project; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4674. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Tech-
nology), transmitting, pursuant to law, a no-
tice relative to the annual Counterprolifera-
tion Review Committee Report; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-4675. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Tech-
nology), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port on the Commercial Operations and Sup-
port Savings Initiative; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4676. A communication from the Office
of the Judge Advocate General, Department
of the Navy, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Shipbuilding
Capability Preservation Agreements’” re-
ceived on April 27, 1998; to the Committee on
Armed Services.
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EC-4677. A communication from the Chief,
Programs and Legislation Division, Office of
Legislative Liaison, Department of the Air
Force, transmitting, pursuant to law, a no-
tice relative to a cost comparison at Max-
well Air Force Base, Alabama; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-4678. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a property transfer; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4679. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Panama Canal Commis-
sion, transmitting, a draft of proposed legis-
lation entitled ‘“The Panama Canal Commis-
sion Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999°’;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4680. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Defense,
transmitting, drafts of proposed legislation
to address several management concerns of
the DOD; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4681. A communication from the Board
of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the 1998 annual report; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-4682. A communication from the Board
of Trustees of the Federal Supplementary
Medical Insurance Trust Fund, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the 1998 annual report; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-4683. A communication from the Board
of Trustees of the Federal Old-Age and Sur-
vivors Insurance and Disability Insurance
Trust Funds, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the 1998 annual report; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-4684. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Foreign Agricultural
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Dairy Tariff-Rate Import Quota Li-
censing”’ received on April 21, 1998; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4685. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Administration, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Agriculture Acqui-
sition Regulation; Miscellaneous Amend-
ments (AGAR Case 96-03)” (RIN0599-AA00)
received on April 21, 1998; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4686. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Grain Inspection, Packers
and Stockyards Administration, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled *“U.S.
Standards for Rye’ received on April 21, 1998;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4687. A communication from the Dep-
uty Executive Director of the U.S. Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Changes In Reporting Levels for
Larger Trader Reports’ received on April 22,
1998; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-4688. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Elimination of Prior Ap-
proval Requirements for HEstablishment
Drawings and Specifications, Equipment,
and Certain Partial Quality Control Pro-
grams’’ (RIN0583-AB93) received on April 27,
1998; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-4689. A communication from the Dep-
uty Executive Director of the U.S. Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
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entitled ‘“Trade Options on the Enumerated
Agricultural Commodities’ received on April
21, 1998; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Special Com-
mittee on Aging:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Developments in
Aging: 1996 Volume 3 (Rept. No. 105-36).

By Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on
Appropriations:

Special Report entitled ‘“‘Revised Alloca-
tion to Subcommittees of Budget Totals
from the Concurrent Resolution for Fiscal
Year 1996 (Rept. No. 105-179).

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment and with
a preamble:

S. Res. 175: A bill to designate the week of
May 3, 1998 as ‘‘National Correctional Offi-
cers and Employees Week.”’

By Mr. D’AMATO, from the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 1900: A bill to establish a commission to
examine issues pertaining to the disposition
of Holocaust-era assets in the United States
before, during, and after World War II, and to
make recommendations to the President on
further action, and for other purposes.

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. McCAIN, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation:

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Commandant of the United States
Coast Guard, and for appointment to the
grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., section
44:

To be admiral
Vice Adm. James M. Loy, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Vice Commandant, United States
Coast Guard, and to the grade indicated
under title 14, U.S.C., section 47:

To be vice admiral
Vice Adm. James C. Card, 0000

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed, subject to the nomi-
nees’ commitment to respond to re-
quests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Sen-
ate.)

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard Re-
serve to the grade indicated under title 14,
U.S.C., section 729:

To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (1h)J. Timothy Riker, 0000
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Carlton D. Moore, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Commander, Pacific Area, United
States Coast Guard, and to the grade indi-
cated under title 14, U.S.C., section 50:

To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. (Ih) Thomas H. Collins, 0000

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed.)

By Mr. THURMOND, from the Committee
on Armed Services:
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The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Hal M. Hornburg, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Michael C. Short, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. Nancy R. Adams, 0000

The following Army National Guard of the
United States officer for appointment in the
Reserve of the Army to the grade indicated
under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. John F. Kane, 000

The following named Reserve officer for
appointment as Chief of Army Reserve under
title 10, U.S.C., section 3038:

To be chief, Army Reserve, United States Army
Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Plewes, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Carlton W. Fulford, Jr., 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Michael J. Williams, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Bruce B. Knutson, Jr., 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. John R. Ryan, 0000

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed.)

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, for
the Committee on Armed Services, I
report favorably 13 nomination lists in
the Air Force, Army, and Navy which
were printed in full in the RECORDS of
March 6 and 13, April 1 and 2, 1998, and
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive
Calendar, that these nominations lie at
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The nominations ordered to lie on
the Secretary’s desk were printed in
the Records of March 6, 1998, March 13,
1998, April 1, 1998 and April 2, 1998, at
the end of the Senate proceedings.)
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