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It appears that the days of working
on a bipartisan basis with the Repub-
lican Congress are over. Liberals are
upset. In fact, they are mad at the
President for finally helping to pass a
tax cut for middle-class families last
year. So the liberals will not let the
President continue down the road of
tax relief, IRS reform, and overhaul of
the Tax Code.

I guess the New Democrats at the
White House are no longer calling the
shots these days. It is too bad. The
American people want tax reform.

IMPROVING EDUCATION

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
sometimes standing on the floor of the
House of Representatives is like stand-
ing in an echo chamber. As soon as one
member says they want to do some-
thing to help rebuild our public schools
and provide a better education for our
children, everybody starts saying it.

Well, Mr. Speaker, it is time to stop
talking about it and to start doing
something about it. That is why we
have introduced legislation that would
reduce class sizes by hiring an addi-
tional 100,000 qualified teachers, and
legislation that would give states and
local school districts help with new
school construction and new renova-
tion.

| believe these bills are a great op-
portunity for every legislator who says
they care about education to follow up
their words with actions. If Members
are serious about making improve-
ments in our education system, | urge
them to cosponsor these bills.

BEING TRUTHFUL ABOUT THE
BALANCED BUDGET

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, we did get
good news yesterday, and that good
news was that for the first time in 30
years, the Federal Government is
about to pay its bills. For the first
time in 30 years, we are about to run a
surplus, not a deficit.

But we also need to remember that
we run two sets of books here in Wash-
ington. One is the external set of
books, the books that reflect the
money that comes in and the money
that goes out into all funds, and the
second set of books reflects what we
are doing to continue to borrow from
the Social Security Trust Fund and
from the Highway Trust Fund.

Mr. Speaker, we need to not only bal-
ance the budget on that one set of
books, but we need to balance the
budget on the second set of books as
well. Do not continue to increase the
debt; do not spend this new money, this
external surplus, on new programs;
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stop borrowing from the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund and stop borrowing
from the Highway Trust Fund. Pay all
the bills and be truthful with the
American people, and treat the trust
funds like they are truly trust funds.

TARGETED TAX CUTS NEEDED

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, | came to the well because | have
heard one speaker after another from
the other side suggest that the Presi-
dent came out against tax cuts and
that the natural reaction of the Demo-
cratic Party is to be opposed to tax
cuts.

I would remind my colleagues that in
fact the President has proposed a num-
ber of tax cuts, and that in fact a ma-
jority of the Democrats voted for tax
cuts as part of the balanced budget
agreement. What we are opposed to is
eliminating the Tax Code, as the other
side has proposed, without anything to
replace it. That could wreak havoc on
our economy.

Imagine when banks and the real es-
tate community have to determine
what would be the real cost of homes,
for example, if you did not have a
mortgage interest deduction, or any
number of other assets if you did not
have depreciation expenses.

We are in favor of tax cuts, but tar-
geted tax cuts; tax cuts for families
who are finding it difficult to afford
child care expenses, or higher edu-
cation expenses. Targeted tax cuts is
what we need, not irresponsible elimi-
nation of the Tax Code.

CONTRACT WITH AMERICA A
SUCCESS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in 1994,
along the campaign trail, Republicans
said that if the Republican Party be-
came the majority, that we would pass
a legislative agenda called the Con-
tract with America within the first 100
days of the 1995 session.

Washington pundits and the typical
status quo Washington liberals said,
number one, they would not; number
two, they could not; and then when the
process was going on, they said they
should not. All the Democrats fought
it, kicking and screaming and yelling,
saying it was going to lead to economic
disaster, and all voted against welfare
reform and voted against tax cuts for
the middle class.

What happened? Within 100 days, the
Contract with America passes, and
what is the result? In 1995, the deficit,
$164 billion; 1996, the deficit, $107 bil-
lion; 1997, the deficit, $22 billion; and in
1998, just announced, a surplus of $8 bil-
lion.
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Where are all those Democrats who
said that the Contract with America
was going to be an economic disaster,
who fought tax cuts for the middle
class? The proof is that the budget is
balanced, it worked, and | hope next
time they do not fight us.

IMPROVING AMERICA’S PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, last
week the Washington Post reported
some grim news: The scores of Ameri-
cans high school seniors ranked near
the bottom in a rigorous new inter-
national exam in math and science.

This is unacceptable. Our schools
clearly need help, and this body needs
to get moving. Democrats are eager to
get to work to reduce our class sizes, to
repair crumbling schools, to put com-
puters in classrooms and to provide an
atmosphere in which our children can
learn.

But my Republican colleagues, what
they want to do is they want to throw
out public education, to end public edu-
cation as we know it. What they want
to do is one more time make education
the purview of the rich and of the
wealthy. They also want to have tax
cuts, tax cuts for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, one more time.

Let us put our kids first, and not
last. Education should be our top prior-
ity, public education, the great equal-
izer, which has allowed all of us to be
able to live up to and work to our po-
tential, no matter where we are on the
socioeconomic scale. Let us get to
work on education. Let us improve
America’s public schools.

MAKING AMERICAN EDUCATION
THE ENVY OF THE WORLD

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | do not
think there is any disagreement in
America that perhaps the most sacred
responsibility we have is the education
of our children, and | do not think
there is any doubt in anybody’s mind
that the best way to beat the world and
to be the envy of the world in the edu-
cation of our children is to have the
very, very best public education sys-
tem in the world. There is no one |
know that wants anything less than
the very, very best public education for
our children.

But, unhappily, Mr. Speaker, we have
some children that are being left be-
hind today. In Washington, D.C., we
have some very, very good schools, and
in Washington, D.C. we have some
catastrophically bad schools.

Just a few months ago, 7,500 families,
distressed about what was happening
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with their children and the bad schools
in which they were trapped, applied for
a meager 1,000 scholarships that would
enable those mothers and those fathers
to move their children to a better
school of their choice.
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The people of Washington, D.C., espe-
cially those who are not at the top
rungs of the socioeconomic ladder,
want their children to have the same
opportunity as the wealthy people who
have their children in Sidwell Friends.

We have a bill that we will bring to
the floor here in a few days, a bill that
would allow 2,000 scholarships for the
very poorest families in America, from
among those who apply to be chosen at
random, so that those parents can use
those scholarships to take their child
to that school where the child can suc-
ceed.

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, | have
met some of those children who up to
this point have been the lucky recipi-
ents of the private scholarships, pri-
vately funded scholarships made avail-
able to their families. By over 60 per-
cent, these bright young boys and girls
say they like math and science the
best. If we put a bright young mind in
a school where they are encouraged,
where somebody cares and takes the
time, and yes, indeed, offers a little
discipline along with that encourage-
ment, we see a bright, happy child.

We will bring that bill to the floor.
We will pass that bill. I hope Members
on both sides of the aisle can find com-
passion for the children that overrides
their desire to comply with unions, and
I hope when we send that bill to the
President and he picks up that pen, he
will realize he has the lives of 2,000
beautiful children in his hands. He can
sign the bill and give them the oppor-
tunity, or he can veto the bill and sat-
isfy the unions.

BEFORE WE SPEND OUR FEDERAL
SURPLUS, WE BETTER MAKE
SURE WE REALLY HAVE ONE

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, every
day we hear all kinds of talk now about
how we are going to spend the Federal
surplus. Before everyone gets all giddy
about all this extra cash, however, we
had really better take a closer look.

Alan Sloan, the Wall Street editor of
Newsweek, recently wrote in the Wash-
ington Post, ‘““But get a grip. There is
no surplus. If you do math the normal
way, instead of Uncle Sam’s way, there
is nothing resembling a budget surplus
on the horizon.” Mr. Sloan wrote that
all the talk about a surplus comes be-
cause we are using Federal budget ac-
counting instead of real world account-
ing.

As he pointed out, ‘““Virtually the en-
tire difference between Federal math
and real-world math involves Social
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Security’s retirement and disability
funds, whose surpluses are masking the
deficit in the rest of the budget.”

If we were not using the Social Secu-
rity and many other trust funds to off-
set or mask the size of the deficit, we
would still have a huge deficit on top of
an already horrendous $5.5 trillion na-
tional debt.

Mr. Speaker, before we begin cele-
brating and spending our supposed, al-
leged surplus, we had better make sure
that we really have one. We are very
far from it right now.

PRESIDENT CLINTON TURNING HIS
BACK ON TAX REFORM

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
week, President Clinton turned his
back on fundamental tax reform by re-
forming the tax code. He said that get-
ting rid of the current tax code and re-
placing it with a better one is irrespon-
sible.

The President is finally revealing his
true liberal self. As we enter a new cen-
tury, we need a new tax code. We need
a tax code that encourages savings and
investment. We need a tax code that is
simple, so that our citizens do not need
to hire accountants and lawyers to
comply with the rules. We need a tax
code that takes less money from work-
ing families. We need a tax code that
gives the American people a break, not
manipulates their lives.

For 40 years, the Democrats in this
Congress built a tax code that was rid-
dled with loopholes, ridiculous rules,
and hard-to-understand regulations, all
to control our lives. It is time to tear
that system down and build a better,
simpler, and fairer tax code for the
next century.

THE SOLOMON ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE EMPOWERMENT AMEND-
MENT

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, in just
a few minutes this House will begin de-
bate on something that is probably the
most important issue that we will take
up on the floor this Congress during
this entire year. It is the question of
whether or not to start in motion the
wheels that will begin to admit Puerto
Rico as a State to this Union.

I would just hope that all Members,
and because of their interest for their
constituents, would pay particular at-
tention. | would suggest that they
come over here. This debate is going to
take 7 or 8 hours on this floor, but it is
very, very important.

I will be offering an amendment that
will begin to emphasize that based on
this premise, for the past two centuries
we have forged a Nation out of our dif-
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ferent peoples by emphasizing our com-
mon beliefs, our common ideals, and
perhaps, most importantly, Mr. Speak-
er, our common language.

Our English language has permitted
this country to live up to our motto,
our national motto, and that motto is
e pluribus unum, and it means ‘“‘out of
many, one.” The English language is
the reason that we have survived these
last 200 years. Think about it.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 856, UNITED STATES-
PUERTO RICO POLITICAL STA-
TUS ACT

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 376 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 376

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 856) to provide
a process leading to full self-government for
Puerto Rico. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. General debate shall
be confined to the bill and shall not exceed
ninety minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Young of Alaska,
Representative Miller of California, Rep-
resentative Solomon of New York, and Rep-
resentative Gutierrez of Illinois or their des-
ignees. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment rec-
ommended by the Committee on Resources
now printed in the bill, it shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
printed in the Congressional Record and
numbered 1 pursuant to clause 6 of rule
XXIIl. That amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be considered as read. Points
of order against that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute for failure to comply
with clause 5(a) or rule XXI are waived.

SEC. 2. (a) Before consideration of any
other amendment, it shall be in order to con-
sider the amendment printed in the Congres-
sional Record and numbered 3 pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XXIII. Consideration of that
amendment shall be preceded by an addi-
tional period of general debate, which shall
be confined to the subject of that amend-
ment and shall not exceed one hour equally
divided and controlled by Representative
Solomon of New York and a Member opposed
to that amendment.

(b) Consideration of the amendment print-
ed in the Congressional Record and num-
bered 2 pursuant to clause 6 of rule XXIII
shall be preceded by an additional period of
general debate, which shall be confined to
the subject of that amendment and shall not
exceed thirty minutes equally divided and
controlled by Representative Serrano of New
York and a Member opposed to that amend-
ment.

(c) Amendments specified in subsections
(a) and (b) of this resolution shall be consid-
ered as read and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole.
Consideration of those amendments, and all
amendments thereto, shall not exceed one
hour.
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