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Secretary for Health and Surgeon General to 
promote issues related to abortion. I share 
no one’s political agenda and I want to use 
the power of these positions to focus on 
issues that unite Americans—not divide 
them. 

I am not comforted by this clarifica-
tion of his position. 

Mr. President, I believe we as a na-
tion require a Surgeon General who’s 
position on this issue is one of fur-
thering policies which, at a minimum, 
do not give tacit approval of a proce-
dure that 75 to 80 percent of Americans 
agree is barbaric and unneeded. 

With regard to the AZT trials to pre-
vent the maternal-to-infant transfer of 
HIV in Africa, I also share some con-
cerns about the protocol set up in this 
study. Specifically, the use of a placebo 
control group. 

Mr. President, I have always been a 
strong supporter of medical research. I 
cannot, however, endorse or condone 
research done in developing countries 
in a manner which we would not con-
duct it here in our own Nation—with 
our own constituents as the subjects of 
that research. 

Mr. President, I listened to both sides 
of the arguments and came to a conclu-
sion. I have no reason to believe Dr. 
David Satcher is not qualified to serve 
as Assistant Secretary of Health and 
Surgeon General of the United States. 
However, I, for the reasons cited ear-
lier, could not in good conscience sup-
port his nomination.∑ 

f 

MAKING CRS REPORTS AVAILABLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, last 
week Senator MCCAIN, the Chairman of 
the Commerce Committee, introduced 
legislation to make Congressional Re-
search Service Reports, Issue Briefs 
and Authorization and Appropriations 
products available over the Internet to 
the public. I rise today to express my 
support for this timely legislation. 

The Congressional Research Service 
has a well-deserved reputation for pro-
ducing objective, high-quality reports 
and issue briefs. I have relied on these 
reports in the past and have only the 
highest regard for the material pro-
duced by CRS. This information is not 
readily available to the general public, 
however. Congressional offices must of-
ficially request information on a con-
stituent’s behalf. 

Senator MCCAIN’s legislation, S. 1578, 
directs the Director of CRS to make re-
ports, issue briefs and the more com-
prehensive CRS reports on federal au-
thorizations and appropriations avail-
able on the Internet. Most of this infor-
mation is already available on the CRS 
website but can only be accessed by 
Members of Congress and their staff. 
Obviously, since we use the Internet to 
make this information more accessible 
to Congress, we have the ability to 
make this information available to the 
general public. It is time we do so. 

Increasingly, the public is dem-
onstrating that it is not satisfied with 

the way Congress does business. Amid 
the furor over campaign finance re-
form, accusations abound of Members 
‘‘selling’’ their votes to private inter-
est groups. I believe that greater access 
to the documents used by Members of 
Congress when making decisions will 
increase public understanding of this 
institution. Since constituents will be 
able to see the materials which influ-
ence the way a Member votes, a more 
accurate view of the Congressional de-
cision-making process should emerge. 

Passage of this legislation will also 
permit the Congressional Research 
Service to serve an important role in 
informing the public. This nation’s 
citizens will be able to read CRS prod-
ucts and receive a concise, accurate 
summary of the issues that concern 
them. The American taxpayer is pay-
ing for this information, almost $65 
million for this year alone, and has a 
right to see it. 

The technological advances of the 
last decade are truly astonishing. 
Every effort should be made to apply 
this new technology as widely as pos-
sible. The advent of the Internet pro-
vides an important avenue for the ex-
ploration of new applications. This new 
medium has made possible the low- 
cost, rapid dissemination of informa-
tion to an growing audience, and, 
whereas legislation to make CRS infor-
mation available to the public was not 
plausible ten years ago, today we can 
do it at a very low cost. 

Mr. President, removing the barriers 
to public view of CRS documents is a 
great idea who’s time has come. It will 
help Congress to better fulfill its duty 
to inform the public and allow con-
stituents to see first hand the informa-
tion that serves as the basis for many 
of the decisions made by its federally 
elected representatives.∑ 

f 

AN IDAHOAN MINES OLYMPIC 
GOLD 

∑ Mr. KEMPTHORNE. Mr. President, I 
rise to congratulate an American ath-
lete who has shown us all that adver-
sity can be turned into inspiration and 
success. 

Picabo Street, a young woman from 
the tiny mining town of Triumph in 
my home state of Idaho, has thrilled us 
all with her gold medal-winning per-
formance in the women’s super giant 
slalom at the Winter Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan. 

Four years ago I stood in this cham-
ber to offer my congratulations to 
Picabo, who won a silver medal in the 
Lillehammer Olympics in the downhill. 
While a lot has happened in this coun-
try and the world over those four 
years, one thing has remained the 
same: Picabo Street’s desire to win an 
Olympic gold medal. 

That dream looked like it might not 
be fulfilled after a horrible accident 14 
months ago during a training run. 
Picabo blew out her knee, and missed 
almost the entire 1997 season. But 
thanks to her determination and tire-

less rehabilitation, the knee was strong 
enough to return to action late last 
year. And then, another setback 
marred her prospects for Nagano. Just 
12 days ago, she was knocked uncon-
scious in a spill during a race in Swe-
den. 

But this remarkable third-generation 
Idahoan, who learned to ski on the 
slopes of Sun Valley, was determined 
not to let this latest setback keep her 
from fulfilling the promise she made to 
her parents when she was a little girl— 
the promise of Olympic gold. 

Picabo says the long and difficult 
months of rehabilitation from her in-
jury were the toughest times of her 
life. Yet her hard work and dedication 
pulled her through. Even while she 
could only sit and watch her team-
mates get ready for these games, she 
never lost hope. 

Picabo’s mother, Dee, taught her the 
words to the Star Spangled Banner. 
Four years ago, Picabo stood on the 
silver medal platform, listening to an-
other country’s anthem being played. 
She vowed the next time she’d hear her 
anthem. Those singing lessons came in 
handy today. With the gold medal 
around her neck, Picabo sang the 
words to our national anthem. I’m sure 
every American sang with her. 

Idaho can be truly proud of a home-
town hero, who overcame seemingly in-
surmountable odds to regain the form 
that made her a world champion. I ask 
every Idahoan and every American to 
join me in offering congratulations to 
this amazing athlete. 

The little girl from the gold mining 
town of Triumph, Idaho has triumphed 
and won the gold medal.∑ 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to executive 
session to consider the following nomi-
nations on the Executive Calendar: 

No. 371, Sally Thompson, to be CFO 
of the Department of Agriculture. 

No. 490, Robert Warshaw, to be Asso-
ciate Director for National Drug Con-
trol Policy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the nominations be 
confirmed, the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action, and the Senate then return to 
legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations were considered and 
confirmed, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Sally Thompson, of Kansas, to be Chief Fi-

nancial Officer, Department of Agriculture. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Robert S. Warshaw, of New York, to be As-
sociate Director for National Drug Control 
Policy. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 12, 1998 

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, February 12, and imme-
diately following the prayer, the rou-
tine requests through the morning 
hour be granted, and the Senate imme-
diately begin a period for the trans-
action for morning business until 2 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the following exceptions: 

Senator NICKLES, 20 minutes; Senator 
DOMENICI, 45 minutes; Senator BYRD, 1 
hour; Senator THOMAS, 10 minutes; 
Senator ALLARD, 20 minutes; Senator 
DORGAN, 1 hour; Senator MURKOWSKI, 20 
minutes; Senator JEFFORDS, 5 minutes; 
Senator GRAMM, 30 minutes; Senator 
JOHNSON, 10 minutes, and Senator BAU-
CUS for 30 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 
Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, to-

morrow morning, as previously or-
dered, the Senate will be in morning 
business until 2 o’clock. Following 
morning business, the Senate may pro-
ceed to any legislative or executive 
business cleared for action. Therefore, 
votes are possible during Thursday’s 
session of the Senate. 

Mr. BAUCUS addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Might I ask that the 30 

minutes allotted to me be immediately 
following Senator DOMENICI? 

Mr. ROBERTS. I inform the distin-
guished Senator from Montana that 
the order right now is Senator NICKLES 
for 20 minutes, Senator DOMENICI for 45 
minutes, and Senator BYRD for 1 hour. 

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that I may follow Senator BYRD 
for 30 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask that the 
Senate stand in adjournment under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
by my distinguished colleague from 
Delaware, Senator BIDEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Delaware is recog-
nized. 

f 

NATO ENLARGEMENT 
Mr. BIDEN. Madam President, I am 

pleased to report a very historic event 

that occurred today at the State De-
partment at about 12 noon. The Presi-
dent of the United States, the Sec-
retary of State, the Vice President, and 
the Foreign Ministers of the Czech Re-
public, Poland, and Hungary, were in 
attendance. At this event, the Presi-
dent signed an amendment to the 
Washington treaty—the NATO treaty— 
that has been or will shortly be deliv-
ered to the Senate asking that the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland 
become full members of NATO. This 
ceremony at the State Department 
completed the formal transmission 
from the President to this body for its 
advice and consent of the protocols of 
accession of those three countries into 
NATO. 

It was pointed out to me by the Vice 
President, as we were leaving the State 
Department ceremony, that it was this 
very day upon which the Yalta Con-
ference ended some 50 years ago. It 
seems to me incredible that it is hap-
pening, but also that it has taken this 
long for to us rectify a serious histor-
ical error. At the ceremony, there were 
a number of things stated about why 
this was so important. 

We are moving very quickly this ses-
sion to a momentous vote addressing 
America’s security interests in Europe, 
which will not only affect us, but the 
next several generations of Americans. 
I refer to the addition of new allies to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion. Recognizing that the protocols 
would be referred to the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee for its review, 

The committee, under Chairman 
HELMS’ leadership, has been holding a 
series of comprehensive hearings since 
October on the pros and cons of enlarg-
ing NATO. 

Beginning with Secretary of State 
Albright, we heard testimony from sen-
ior Clinton administration and former 
executive branch officers, retired am-
bassadors and generals, and distin-
guished academics and foreign policy 
experts—most in favor of, but some in 
opposition to expansion. 

The Committee also invited public 
testimony from all citizens concerned 
with this issue, welcoming veterans 
groups, scholars, and representatives of 
the American Baltic, Central and East 
European, and Jewish communities. 
Opinion among all witnesses ran four 
to one in favor of embracing the Poles, 
Hungarians, and Czechs as NATO al-
lies. 

With the Protocols now in hand, the 
Committee will hold one more hearing 
with Secretary of State Albright, Sec-
retary of Defense Cohen, and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs Shelton on Feb-
ruary 24. 

The following week, the Committee 
is expected to markup and vote on the 
Resolution of Ratification. I anticipate 
that the Committee will overwhelm-
ingly recommend consideration of the 
Resolution by the full Senate. The Ma-
jority Leader has indicated that con-
sideration should begin in March, after 
action on campaign finance reform. 

Mr. President, rather than giving a 
detailed statement now on the many 
benefits to America of NATO enlarge-
ment, I wish only to enunciate a few 
central themes upon which I will ex-
pand as Senate consideration of these 
vital protocols approaches. 

The first thesis is that, as NATO’s 
leader, America must ensure the Alli-
ance moves beyond its Cold War mis-
sion. The status quo is tantamount to 
declaring NATO a non-performing 
asset. 

Internally, NATO is already adapting 
to address different threats to peace, 
now that a massive military strike 
from the East is highly unlikely. The 
Alliance is placing smaller, smarter, 
more mobile forces under a stream-
lined command system with a new 
strategic concept. This will allow rapid 
action, including beyond the borders of 
NATO, such as our current mission in 
Bosnia. 

Enlargement is part of NATO’s exter-
nal transformation. This trans-
formation is designed to widen the zone 
of stability, deter new threats of ethnic 
conflict, eliminate new divisions or 
‘‘zones of influence,’’ and promote com-
mon action against weapons prolifera-
tion and transfer, terrorism, and orga-
nized crime. NATO’s open door to ex-
pansion helps provide the confidence 
and inspiration for continued democra-
tization and economic development in 
the former Soviet States and in East-
ern and Central Europe. 

Admission of new allies is the most 
solemn in the spectrum of new security 
relationships NATO has undertaken 
throughout Europe and the former So-
viet Union, since the admission of 
Spain, and prior to that, Germany, 
Greece and Turkey. In addition, NATO 
has developed unique partnerships with 
Russia and Ukraine, and has drawn 
former adversaries into a web of co-
operation through what we refer to as 
the Partnership for Peace and the 
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council. 

The second thesis that I will be ex-
pounding on at a later time is that the 
costs of enlargement are real but man-
ageable, and represent a bargain for 
the American people in terms of our se-
curity. 

NATO’s own study of the Polish, 
Hungarian, and Czech contributions to 
our common defense rates them well 
worth the ten-year, one-and-a half bil-
lion dollar price tag. The U.S. share in 
this price will be roughly four hundred 
million dollars over ten years, or about 
forty million dollars per year. 

Most importantly, Secretary of State 
Albright noted in her testimony, that 
our Allies stated at the last NATO 
summit that the resources for enlarge-
ment will be found and that she will 
ensure that our allies pay their fair 
share—a very important requirement 
to be met in order to gain the support 
of our colleagues in the Senate. 

In the long-run, America has always 
found that common defense is cheaper 
defense. This is true certainly in finan-
cial, but even more so in the far more 
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