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leadership said that they will take up cam-
paign finance reform early next year. The
leadership also said that they will consider
several small bills, rather than a comprehen-
sive piece of legislation. Mr. Speaker that ap-
proach is inadequate.

As I have explained before, next year is
going to be too late to consider campaign fi-
nance reform in time for the 1998 election. In
addition, allowing a variety of small incremen-
tal bills will only result in more confusion and
more loopholes for special interests to buy our
elections. It is obvious that the leadership has
no desire to see real campaign finance reform
pass this year.

What we need is comprehensive campaign
finance reform. We need reform that takes the
big money out of campaigns. We don’t need
incremental bills that only add confusion to an
already confusing system. The House of Rep-
resentatives has to act soon.

Mr. Speaker, it appears that we have failed
the people of this Nation by not passing a
campaign reform vote this year, lets not let
them down again next year.
f
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

recognize a very special individual who is re-
siding in my congressional district in Michigan.
Her name is Alma Anna Welk and next month
she will be celebrating her 100th birthday.

I’d like to bring you back in history 100
years to the time of the Klondike gold rush,
Joseph Stalin’s birth, and the closing of the
British Victorian period. It was during this era
that Alma was born in Alpena, MI, on Decem-
ber 11, 1897.

Born to Millie and Charles Bromund, Anna
was the second of six children. Not long after
Anna’s birth, the Bromund family made their
way to Marinette, WI, where Anna attended
Peshtigo Point School. In 1910, at the age of
13, she began working for families around the
area. She left her jobs and her community
when she was 17 to return with her family to
Alpena. It was here, in 1917, during the Lent-
en season, that Anna met her true love, Wil-
liam Welk. They were introduced to one an-
other by a mutual friend, Beulah Schultz. Beu-
lah had put together a perfect match. Anna
and William were married on November 23 of
that same year.

On March 9, 1919, they had their first
child—Laurine. During the next 15 years and
all through the Great Depression, the couple
bore five more children, three girls and two
boys: Ethel, Margaret, Ruth Jane, William, and
Richard. They were just getting over the ef-
fects of the Depression when the family was
struck by tragedy with the death of their
youngest child, Richard, at the age of three.

Years went by and Alma and William’s chil-
dren grew up and, one by one, they all mar-
ried. The family expanded with the addition of
10 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.
In 1967, the passing of William—loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, and great-grand-
father—was a tremendous loss to the entire
family.

Mr. Speaker, next month we will be com-
memorating these 100 years of Alma Anna

Welk’s life. My congratulations go out to Alma
on this very special occasion. It is an event
that has found her continuing to be a vigorous
and active member of the Alpena community.
It is always a pleasure for me to deliver a trib-
ute of this kind to my constituents who are liv-
ing legends of the Michigan area. Alma is an
enduring witness of American history from the
William McKinley administration to the William
Clinton administration. As she celebrates this
milestone with family and friends, I offer my
best wishes for many more joyous years to
come. In my personal life with family members
and my professional life as a Member of Con-
gress, I have found that age does indeed
equate with knowledge, wisdom, and a pro-
found respect for the value of tradition.
f
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to one of the first health outreach
programs in the State of Maryland to deal with
immunizing children. The Well Child Outreach
Program in St. Mary’s County is a partnership
between private practitioners and the St.
Mary’s County Health Department that was
created to reduce the fragmented care of chil-
dren in southern Maryland. In addition to pro-
viding medical care to uninsured and under-
insured children, the program coordinates with
the Department of Social Services, St. Mary’s
County public schools, WIC and Head Start in
order to immunize as many children as pos-
sible throughout the county.

In its 9 years in existence, child immuniza-
tion rates have improved, 98 percent of chil-
dren entering county schools have complied
with the entry physicals and 90 percent of the
clients have kept their appointments. The
State of Maryland supports State and local
health departments throughout the State that
follow the well child outreach model. I applaud
the St. Mary’s County Health Department and
the physicians who began the Well Child Out-
reach Program.
f
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Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in opposition to the language in the con-
ference report accompanying H.R. 2607, the
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, that
allows for the different and disparate treatment
of Haitians. Last year, the Immigration Reform
Act would retroactively allow for the wrongful
deportation of hundreds of Central Ameri-
cans—Nicaraguans, Guatemalans, and Salva-
dorans—and Haitians. Mr. Speaker, guess
who, in the final analysis, was left out of the
legislation? Haitians. That’s right, Haitians.
This is patently unfair, and although I am not

a member of the House International Relations
Committee, I will do all that I can to ensure
that this situation is rectified when Congress
reconvenes for the second session of the
105th Congress.

Like many of my colleagues, I listened with
rapt attention during the debate late last night
on the District of Columbia conference report.
the citizens of the District of Columbia—hard-
working, taxpaying citizens—have a hard-
working, but non-voting representative in the
House of Representatives. Because of this
fact, the District of Columbia appropriations bill
is historically laden with riders that are totally
unrelated to anything regarding how the Dis-
trict of Columbia should spend its annual Fed-
eral appropriation. One of these riders in the
conference report would prevent the wrongful
deportation of Central Americans but not for
Haitians. While yesterday’s CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD delineated the agreement, that the
U.S. Attorney General will temporarily suspend
the deportation of Haitians while Congress de-
liberates legislation to provide similar relief to
Haitians, this is not part of the current law.
And all of us know the weight and importance
of the law in the U.S. house of Representa-
tives.

It disturbs me greatly that this great Nation,
under God, indivisible, is incapable of treating
all persons fairly. More than 18,000 Haitians
were admitted to the United States after being
processed in Guantanamo Bay in 1991. Many
of these persons fled a violent military dictator-
ship, led by General Cedras and Michel Fran-
cois. These persons were determined to have
credible, bona fide claims for political asylum,
and were permitted to enter our sacred
shores. Now, we find out that the law has un-
fairly excluded these persons.

I will do all I can to bring justice to the Hai-
tian people and to the citizens of America. I
demand hearings on this legislation, and the
expeditious consideration and adoption of this
bill when Congress reconvenes.
f
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, it was my privi-

lege to speak at the funeral for John
Sturdivant on November 4, 1997. I knew John
as a friend and as the leader of one of Ameri-
ca’s great trade unions. His death from leuke-
mia impoverished all of us who knew him and
the countless number of Americans who bene-
fited from his work. The foundation he laid
was so strong it is bound to be lasting. Many
Members of Congress knew and respected
John Sturdivant. I know they will join me in
paying tribute to his work and his lasting leg-
acy.

Mr. Speaker, I am submitting these com-
ments that I made at the funeral.

Working people have lost a champion be-
fore the fight is over. It was not a fair fight.
John never lost those.

There was a reason that John was such a
winner. Look at what John had to fight
with—just about everything, beginning with
that disarming, broad grin. He had it all—
the talent, the sophistication, the charisma,
the energy, the ability to think outside the
box, and the unfailing dedication to workers.
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