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Ms. WATERS, Mr. ROEMER, and Mr.
BERMAN changed their vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, due to an
official meeting, I was unable to be
present for the vote on rollcall No. 614.
Had I been here, I would have voted
‘‘yes.’’
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2264,
DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1998

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, I
call up the conference report on the
bill (H.R. 2264) making appropriations
for the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LATOURETTE). Pursuant to the previous
order of the House, the conference re-
port is considered as having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see prior proceedings of the
House of today.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. PORTER] and
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr.
OBEY] each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. PORTER].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
conference report to accompany H.R.
2264 and that they may include tabular
and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
Mr. PORTER. I yield myself such

time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to bring to

the floor today the conference report
on fiscal year 1998 appropriations bill
for the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies.

As is normally the case, in the recent
past, this bill has been through a long,
torturous process from inception to the
completion. The bill was on the floor
for over 40 hours, and we had an un-
precedented number of amendments of-
fered. We have been almost 2 months in
conference.

I feel constrained to add, Mr. Speak-
er, that virtually all of the issues that
have delayed the timely consideration
of this bill are authorizing in nature
and have nothing to do with the fund-
ing activities of the departments and
agencies covered by this bill. Our work
on dollar issues was completed long
ago.

My experience over the last several
years has given me a new appreciation
for the rules of the House that prohibit
legislating on appropriation bills, and
the delay we faced speaks to the need
to enforce it more stringently.

Mr. Speaker, with that said, I want
to outline the remarkable policy ini-
tiatives we have achieved in this bill.
The bill contains a revision of the Hyde
amendment to ensure that no Federal
funds are used to purchase health plans
that pay for abortions except in the
case of rape, incest, or endangerment
of the life of the mother.

I am particularly proud that this sig-
nal achievement was accomplished by
negotiation among the parties rather
than the rancorous and divisive de-
bates that have characterized this
issue in the past and other issues dur-
ing consideration of this bill.

I want to commend the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. HYDE], the distin-
guished chairman of the Committee on
the Judiciary, and the gentlewoman
from New York [Mrs. LOWEY] for their
work on this issue, as well as their
staff members Howard Wolfson, Brad
Close, and my own staff member, Rob
Bradner.

The conference report incorporates a
revision of the Goodling amendment
negotiated by the chairman, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GOOD-
LING]. I believe that he will be speaking
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