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“Famous Journal Reporter,” the note’s
formal title announces. ‘‘Susan Landon with
David Starkey—covering story when irriga-
tion ditch wall broke in South Valley, flood-
ing 4 homes.”

I don’t remember how long it’s been since
that first time she showed me the photo-
graph. After that conversation, I never said
anything more about it, though I thought of
it often because its message was so clear and
irrefutable.

Then one day a few weeks ago, after it be-
came clear that she would lose the fight
against the cancer that attacked her, Susan
handed me the picture and said, ‘I want you
to have this.”

Susan Landon was smart and fair and ir-
reverent and compassionate and tough—all
the things a reporter should be.

She was a native New Mexican who knew
and loved the state and its people. She had
an unerring ability to cut through rhetoric
and get to the heart of a matter, regardless
of its camouflage.

She was painfully shy and militantly pri-
vate, but she never backed away from the de-
mands of the job. At her core lay a righteous
anger, a philosophic pilot light ready to ig-
nite when confronted with inequity; the
flame burned especially hot when she en-
countered a bully abusing power.

She spent the final years of her newspaper
career as an editorial writer, but when she
spoke of what she missed most it had noth-
ing to do with the inside of the building.

“I miss the reservation,” she once said,
looking back to the years she covered the
Navajo Nation. ‘I miss being out there talk-
ing to the people. I miss writing about them.
It was the best time for me.”

When she gave me the photograph, it oc-
curred to me that it should be made into a
poster and pinned up on the bulletin boards
of journalism schools all over the country. It
is a clean, pure image of what this job is sup-
posed to be.

Each time I looked at it. I thought about
the peripheral circus that follows us these
days: Seminars and focus groups and daz-
zling graphics and endless analysis; the
Internet and Web pages and cyberspace
prophets issuing incessant revelations pre-
dicting the printed world’s imminent doom.

Then I look again at Susan’s photograph
and I am reminded of what the job is sup-
posed to be—any job, not just ours. The pho-
tograph transcends journalism, its simple
eloquence unable to be contained within the
confines of a single endeavor.

This image of Susan with her pen and note
pad is the image of a woman doing the job
with no complaints, no excuses, no sleight of
hand, no gimmicks.

It speaks to anyone engaged in any under-
taking. It says the only thing that really
counts is getting the job done. Anything else
is just an excuse and deep in our hearts we
all know it.

My dear friend, Susan, has died and left a
gift that at first glance seems to be a photo-
graph but is much more. Susan left us a com-
pass. It points to true north.e

————

CHALDEAN FEDERATION OF
AMERICA DINNER

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge an important
event which is taking place in the
State of Michigan. On this day, Octo-
ber 14, 1997, many have gathered to cel-
ebrate the Chaldean Federation of
America’s fifth annual dinner and
awards banquet. Each of the individ-
uals in attendance deserve special rec-
ognition for their commitment and
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steadfast support of the Chaldean com-
munity.

I am pleased to recognize the recipi-
ents of tonight’s awards: Dr. Nathima
Atchoo—Humanitarian Award, Mayor
Gerald Naftaly—Civic Humanitarian
Award, Hayat Jajonie and Salim
Sarafa—Community Service Awards,
Janan Senawi—Volunteer Recognition
Award, Ismael Ahmed and Sargon
Lewie—CFA President’s Award, Isam
Yaldo—Business/Community Award,
and Deacon Sadik Barno—Cultural
Award. Each of these recipients should
take great pride in receiving these dis-
tinguished awards.

While it is important to pay special
tribute to the awardees, it is also es-
sential to honor each citizen of the
Chaldean community. In many re-
spects, the Chaldean community of
Michigan is a true example of a thriv-
ing community. Through strong eco-
nomic growth, inspiring leaders, and
unwavering dedication, the State of
Michigan has greatly benefited from
Chaldean-Americans. One such organi-
zation that has exemplified the spirit
of the Chaldean community is the
International Relief Association.

The International Relief Association
[TIRA] continues to assist in supplying
humanitarian relief to the children of
Iraq. This association which is based in
St. Louis Clair Shores, MI, has been a
tireless advocate for the innocent indi-
viduals which have been so deeply af-
fected by the trade embargo imposed
on Iraq since 1990. According to the
United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Education Fund, it is estimated
that some 4,500 children are dying each
month from malnutrition and the
shortage of much-needed supplies. I
commend the IRA for its active partici-
pation in the lives of the people of Iraq.

While the IRA continues to help to
support the people of Iraq, I believe
that each of us must examine what role
we can play. It is essential that collec-
tively we begin to raise awareness con-
cerning this region of the world. Again,
I am deeply honored to lend my sup-
port to the work of the IRA and to the
countless individuals whose own pri-
vate efforts often go unnoticed.

To the Chaldean-American commu-
nity and to the awardees, I send my
sincere best wishes and may the spirit
of this evening continue to inspire each
of you.e

———

TRIBUTE TO THE ST. THOMAS
AQUINAS SCHOOL

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President I rise today to honor the St.
Thomas Aquinas School in Drew, NH,
for receiving the State Champion
Award for the President’s Challenge on
Physical Fitness.

The State Champion Award is pre-
sented to schools with the highest
number of students scoring at or above
the 85th percentile on the President’s
Challenge.

The five assessments of the Presi-
dent’s Challenge measure four compo-
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nents of physical fitness: a 1-mile run/
walk for heart and lung endurance,
curl-ups for abdominal strength and
endurance, a ‘‘sit and reach” stretch
for muscular flexibility, pull-ups for
upper body strength and endurance,
and a shuttle run for agility.

St. Thomas Aquinas is a private
Catholic school filled with 300 students
in grades kindergarten through 8.

Excelling in physical fitness is a
positive step toward making healthy
lifestyle choices that will provide life-
long benefits. I am very proud of the
students at St. Thomas Aquinas for
their accomplishments and applaud the
efforts and dedication of the school.e

———

THE FIFTH ANNUAL AMERICAN
ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BANQUET

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, today
I rise to extend my best wishes for the
American Arab Chamber of Commerce-
Michigan’s annual banquet on October
19. The American Arab Chamber of
Commerce-Michigan will again hold
this yearly event which recognizes in-
dividuals and their contributions in
helping to promote a strong Michigan
economy.

This year’s banquet is an especially
notable event. October 19 marks the
fifth year for the chamber of com-
merce’s banquet. While this is worthy
of note, I am especially honored to
have the opportunity to welcome His
Royal Highness Crown Prince El-Has-
san bin Talal of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan to Detroit. Attending
the event with His Royal Highness will
be several members of the Jordanian
Cabinet and His Exellency Dr. Marwan
Muasher, Ambassador to the United
States. The participation of Crown
Prince Hassan and the other Jordanian
emissaries affords everyone the oppor-
tunity to learn of new business and cul-
tural possibilities between Michigan
and Jordan. Furthermore, as the key-
note speaker, Crown Prince Hassan will
provide valuable insight for the Amer-
ican Arab Chamber of Commerce-
Michigan on the trade relationship be-
tween the United States and Jordan.

I am proud of the Arab-American
community’s continual efforts to foster
relationships of goodwill. These efforts
will go far in enhancing and promoting
the community’s image and under-
standing throughout the United States
and beyond.

We can all be proud of these efforts.
I also take pride in the American-Arab
Chamber of Commerce’s efforts to in-
clude the entire spectrum of businesses
in Michigan. Members of the chamber
of commerce range in size from small
entrepreneurial companies to large
international corporations, with every
individual committed to promoting
Michigan’s economic vitality. This vi-
brant community adds a great deal to
Michigan, and I am very Dpleased to
have the opportunity to recognize the
chamber’s efforts.e
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BUDGET SCORING OF THE CON-
FERENCE AGREEMENT ON H.R.
2378

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the conference agreement
on H.R. 2378, the Treasury and general
Government appropriations bill for fis-
cal year 1998.

This bill provides new budget author-
ity of $25.4 billion and new outlays of
$22.5 billion to finance operations of
the Department of the Treasury, in-
cluding the Internal Revenue Service,
U.S. Customs Service, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, and Firearms, and the Fi-
nancial Management Service; as well
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as the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, the General Services Adminis-
tration, and other agencies that per-
form central Government functions.

I congratulate the chairman and
ranking member for producing a bill
that is within the subcommittee’s
302(b) allocation and generally con-
sistent with the bipartisan balanced
budget agreement. I also commend the
chairman for his strong support of law
enforcement, including the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center.

When outlays from prior-year BA and
other adjustments are taken into ac-
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count, the bill totals $25.4 billion in BA
and $25.2 billion in outlays. The total
bill is $2 million below the Senate sub-
committee’s 302(b) nondefense discre-
tionary allocation for budget authority
and outlays. The bill is at the sub-
committee’s violent crime trust fund
allocation for BA and under its alloca-
tion for outlays by $8 million.

Mr. President, I ask to have printed
in the RECORD a table displaying the
Budget Committee scoring of the con-
ference agreement on H.R. 2378.

The table follows:

H.R. 2378, TREASURY-POSTAL APPROPRIATIONS, 1998, SPENDING COMPARISONS—CONFERENCE REPORT

[Fiscal Year 1998, $ millions]

Manda-

Non- .
Defense defense Crime tory Total

Conference report:

Budget authority 12,604 131 12,713 25448

Outlays 12,377 118 12,712 25,207
Senate 302(b) allocation:

Budget authority 12,606 131 12,713 25450

Outlays 12,379 126 12,712 25217
President’s request:

Budget authority 12,960 118 12,713 25791

Outlays 12,495 105 12712 25312
House-passed bill:

Budget authority 12,401 97 12713 25211

Outlays 12,170 9 12712 24976
Senate-passed bill:

Budget authority 12,466 131 12,713 25310

Outlays 12,268 112 12,712 25,092

CONFERENCE REPORT COMPARED TO:

Senate 302(b) allocation:

Budget authority =2 s -2

Outlays -2 -8 —10
President’s request:

Budget authority — 356 13 —343

Outlays —118 13 —105
House-passed bill:

Budget authority 203 34 237

Outlays 207 24 231
Senate-passed bill:

Budget authority 138 138

Outlays 109 6 115

Note: Details may not add to totals due to rounding. Totals adjusted for consistency with current scorekeeping conventions.e

FOCUS:HOPE’S “WALK 1997

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay homage to an organiza-
tion which is working to help create a
better America. On Sunday, October 12,
Focus:HOPE will hold its annual walk.
This walk raises awareness of the com-
munity’s needs and reaffirms
Focus:HOPE’s commitment to metro-
politan Detroit.

This year has been very challenging
for Focus:HOPE. The organization was
struck by a terrible tragedy: the loss of
Father Cunningham. His passing was a
blow to not only the program he found-
ed, but to the entire Detroit commu-
nity. The dedication and vigor with
which he pursued his goal of creating
an environment where all people live in
harmony was unsurpassed; his opti-
mism and belief in Detroit was over-
whelming; faced with the task before
him, his spirit remained undaunted.
Truly, he was one man who made a dif-
ference. This year Focus:HOPE'’s spirit
was shaken and so too were its founda-
tions. Earlier this year, storms swept
through metropolitan Detroit, rav-
aging the area. A tornado sped through
the city and left Focus:HOPE’s facili-
ties severely damaged in its wake.

Now, Focus:HOPE is rebuilding. Al-
though a great part of Focus:HOPE is
gone, Father Cunningham’s vision lives

on. The many volunteers and sup-
porters walking this year represent a
renewed commitment. Sunday will be
an occasion for the organization to re-
dedicate itself to helping provide every
needy individual with the means to
succeed. Over the years, Focus:HOPE
has flourished and grown into a shining
example of what can be accomplished
through dedication and hard work. As
much as this occasion is a reflection on
the past, it is more appropriately a
time to contemplate what the future
may hold. The 21st century is drawing
near and Focus:HOPE’stands ready to
meet all challenges head-on. I am con-
fident this year’s walk will inspire peo-
ple to follow Father Cunningham’s lead
and help make the city of Detroit, the
State of Michigan, and the entire Na-
tion a better place.®

————————

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
APPROPRIATIONS ACT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, in view of
the agreement and the effort that has
been made by Senator MACK, Senator
GRAMM of Texas, and Senator GRAHAM
of Florida, they understand they have
perhaps worked this issue out but they
want to actually get it written up, and
they will have it available tomorrow
morning. So we believe we can com-

plete action on the District of Colum-
bia appropriations bill tomorrow.

There will be no further votes this
evening. The next vote will occur at
approximately 12 noon on Wednesday.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President,
there is in this country a need for cam-
paign reform. Something could well be
done but the approach from the Clin-
ton-Gore administration is in no way a
sincere effort. It is a gossamer facade
at reform. In reality, it is nothing
more than an attempt to divert peo-
ple’s attention from the flagrant
abuses of the campaign finance laws al-
ready on the books—laws they have
broken on a regular basis.

It takes absolute unmitigated gall
for President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent GORE to talk about campaign fi-
nance reform when they cannot and
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