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survey by Marymount University of
Virginia found that more than three
out of four Americans said they would
avoid shopping at stores if they were
aware that the goods sold there were
made by child labor.

Consumers also said that they would
be willing to pay more for a garment if
it were guaranteed to be made under
humane conditions. So, Mr. President,
American consumers have spoken.
They don’t want to reward companies
with their hard earned dollars by buy-
ing products made with child labor.

And the Senate too has spoken. In
1993, this body appropriately put itself
on record in opposition to the exploi-
tation of children for commercial gain.
In my view this was the first step to-
ward ending child labor.

Earlier this year, I introduced a bill,
the Child Labor Free Consumer Infor-
mation Act, to inform and empower
American consumers by establishing a
voluntary labeling system for wearing
apparel and sporting goods made with-
out child labor. I support labeling for
three fundamental reasons. First, it
takes a comprehensive approach. It
says legislative assemblies—such as
the U.S. Congress—can’t do it alone
through legislation. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor—can’t do it alone
through enforcement. It takes all of us
from the private sector to labor groups
to human rights organizations—to take
responsibility and work together. We
must attack the scourge of child labor
from all fronts.

Second, labeling is based on choice.
Companies can choose whether to use
the label to keep consumers fully in-
formed and consumers can choose to
vote against child labor with their
pocketbook.

Third, I support labeling because it is
practical. It is working. Earlier this
year, I traveled to India to visit
Kailash Satyarthi, the founder of
South Asian Coalition on Child Ser-
vitude, and the RUGMARK head-
quarters. RUGMARK is a label placed
on hand-knotted carpets to assure con-
sumers that they were made without
child labor. In Europe, about 700,000
carpets have been imported from India
bearing the RUGMARK label. And here
in the United States, where the
RUGMARK campaign just began, sev-
eral thousand rugs have already been
imported.

So, Mr. President, I would conclude
by saying this. We have made some
progress. Five years ago, I introduced
the Child Labor Deterrence Act.

Four years ago, the U.S. Senate
unanimously approved a resolution,
which I sponsored, prohibiting the im-
portation of products made by child
labor.

Three years ago, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor began a series of reports
on child labor that represents the most
thorough documentation ever assem-
bled by the American Government on
this issue.

Two years ago, a historic memo-
randum of understanding was signed in
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Bangladesh to move children from gar-
ment factories to schools.

Last year, a similar effort began in
Pakistan in the soccer ball industry.

Mr. President, in the coming weeks
we will be debating the fast track legis-
lation which gives the President the
authority to negotiate trade agree-
ments. I have been a supporter of such
legislation in the past. During these
past weeks, I have had several meet-
ings with members of the administra-
tion and have raised my concerns
about children making goods or pick-
ing agricultural products in Mexico
that end up in the United States.

So, Mr. President, I have to ask are
the NAFTA side agreements on labor
standards adequately preventing the
exploitation of children for commercial
gain?

According to the September 1 issue of
the U.S. News and World Report, as
many as 4 million children work in
Mexico. These children can be found
gluing shoes in workshops, lifting two
or three times their body weight in
produce and cleaning up toxic oil resi-
dues, despite the laws in their country
outlawing child labor.

Mr. President, the administration is
fond of saying that trade agreements
are necessary to level the playing field
for American workers, but for the life
of me I can’t understand how an Amer-
ican worker can compete with a child
working 7 days a week, 14 hours a day
for 14 cents. The United States must
not lower its standards rather we
should insist on countries raising their
standards to ours.

It seems to me that the challenge be-
fore us is how to stop this exploitation.
The global market is now the local
market. Today our neighbors are no
longer around the block, they are
around the world. And we all have a re-
sponsibility to help our neighbors.

Now is the time to learn from our
past trade agreements and insist on a
basic fundamental premise of pro-
tecting children. While, I don’t claim
to have all the answers on eradicating
child labor. I will continue my efforts
to end the scourge of child labor. I am
always looking for new suggestions,
ideas and approaches. But I do say the
progress that’s been made on eradi-
cating child labor is irreversible. We
must keep looking forward.

————

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
MODERNIZATION AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT OF 1977

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report S. 830.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 830) to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public
Health Service Act to improve the regula-
tion of food, drugs, devices, and biological
products, and for other purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Pending:

Modified committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute. (The modification incor-
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porated the language of Jeffords Amendment
No. 1130, in the nature of a substitute.)

Harkin Amendment No. 1137 (to Amend-
ment No. 1130), authorizing funds for each of
fiscal years 1998 through 2002 to establish
within the National Institutes of Health an
agency to be known as the National Center
for Complementary and Alternative Medi-
cine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk on
the FDA bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
standing rules of the Senate, do hereby move
to bring to a close debate on Calendar No.
105, S. 830, the FDA reform bill:

Trent Lott, Jim Jeffords, Pat Roberts,
Kay Bailey Hutchison, Tim Hutch-
inson, Conrad Burns, Chuck Hagel, Jon
Kyl, Rod Grams, Pete Domenici, Ted
Stevens, Christopher Bond, Strom
Thurmond, Judd Gregg, Don Nickles,
Paul Coverdell.

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent the mandatory quorum under
rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. JEFFORDS. For the information
of all Senators, this cloture vote will
occur immediately following the adop-
tion of the committee substitute,
which I hope will be by early afternoon
on Tuesday, September 23.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to executive session
to consider the following nominations
on the Executive Calendar, Calendar
No. 253 and Calendar No. 254. I ask
unanimous consent that the nomina-
tions be confirmed, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, any
statements relating to the nominations
appear at this point in the RECORD, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

David A. Lipton, of Massachusetts, to be
an Under Secretary of the Treasury.

Timothy F. Geithner, of New York, to be a
Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.
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