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Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, yester-

day, like every day in America, 3,000
more young Americans began the path
on their addiction to nicotine.

And three other significant things
happened concerning the plague of nic-
otine addiction, the most significant
cause of preventable death in this
country. The first was a positive one.
President Clinton called for a com-
prehensive strategy to address youth
smoking as we evaluate this tobacco
settlement.

The second was also positive in a
way. This House, which, along with the
Senate, had snuck into the balanced
budget agreement a $50 billion tax
break for the tobacco industry under
the claim of small business protection,
quickly repealed that when it became
known to the public at large.

And the third thing that happened
was that this House adjourned at the
end of the day and a private jet from a
U.S. tobacco company came over and
took a plane-load of our colleagues to a
Republican fund-raiser in New York.
We need to address the campaign fi-
nance issue at the same time we ad-
dress tobacco usage.
f

SUPPORT TAXPAYER DIVIDEND
ACT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican Congress has done what many
of our liberal colleagues have thought
impossible. We balanced the Federal
budget while at the same time provid-
ing much-needed tax relief for hard-
working families of this country. To
top it off, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice says that we will actually show a
surplus as a result of this historic
agreement.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
not to take their eye off that ball. Any
tax surplus generated represents too
much money the Federal Government
has taken from the hard working
American people. This money must be
used either to reduce the national debt
or return to the people in the form of
additional tax benefits.

I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BOEHNER] for in-
troducing the Taxpayer Dividend Act,
which will ensure that this very impor-
tant goal is met. I urge my colleagues
to join me in cosponsoring this impor-
tant bill.
f

PRIVILEGED RESOLUTION
REGARDING FORMER MEMBER

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. I come before the
House today to urge my colleagues to
do what they know is right.

As many of my colleagues personally
witnessed, Robert Dornan, a former

Member of this House, verbally as-
saulted me on the House floor yester-
day. He used profane language, accused
me of religious bigotry, called my in-
tegrity into question, and by tone of
voice and the context of his remarks
clearly attempted to lure me off the
floor into a physical altercation.

I offered a privileged resolution to
make clear that behavior like Mr. Dor-
nan’s is never acceptable on the House
floor. Now there is some talk that
some may seek to table the resolution
when it comes to the floor today. With
the American people watching us on C-
SPAN, what kind of message does that
send to the public about this institu-
tion? What kind of standards does that
set for this House? What kind of exam-
ple does that set for our children, that
profanities and threats are the way to
solve differences of opinion?

Mr. Speaker, I hope and trust that, as
a body, we truly are above that and
that my colleagues will vote against
any motion to table. Vote for the reso-
lution and for maintaining the highest
standard of conduct and decorum in
the House.

f

ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY: UTAH’S
SCHOOLS SHOULD NOT CON-
TINUE TO PAY FOR CREATION
OF NATIONAL MONUMENT

(Mr. CANNON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, today is
the 1-year anniversary of President
Clinton’s declaration of the massive
Utah monument in my district. Within
the monument are 175,000 acres of
school trust lands. They contain vast
deposits of coal, large quantities of oil,
gas, and hard rock minerals. The total
value is in the billions of dollars.

A year ago, the President stood in
Arizona and promised that creating
this national monument should not
and will not come at the expense of
Utah’s children and vowed to create a
working group, including Utah’s con-
gressional delegation, to find equiva-
lent lands for exchange. A year later,
no working group exists, no member of
the Utah delegation has been con-
tacted, and the Utah School Trust has
been unable to open negotiations.

Mr. President, I ask for your help.
With 48 of my colleagues, I am sending
you today a letter asking for the cre-
ation of the promised working group.
The burden of your decision to create
the monument should not, and it must
not, fall on Utah’s schoolchildren.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HEFLEY). The Chair would remind the
gentleman that Members should ad-
dress the Chair and not the President.

BRING UP THE MENENDEZ
RESOLUTION

(Ms. KILPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
come today as a member of the Com-
mittee on House Oversight who, for 9
months, has been looking into schedul-
ing special meetings for the investiga-
tion of the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. SANCHEZ].

I come to Members today to ask that
the integrity of the House be main-
tained, that we bring up today the
Menendez resolution, and that we put
this 9-month investigation to rest. It is
imperative, Mr. Speaker, and I call on
the gentleman from California [Mr.
THOMAS], the chairman of our Commit-
tee on House Oversight, who has sched-
uled a meeting next Wednesday to dis-
cuss the Sanchez investigation, come
to a close.

The results show that the gentle-
woman from California won the elec-
tion favorably. It is very unfortunate
that a former colleague would come on
this floor and insult the integrity of
this House. I urge the Speaker and
Members of the Congress, bring up the
Menendez resolution today. Do not
table it. Let us get on with the busi-
ness of the American people.
f

INTRODUCTION OF MARRIAGE TAX
ELIMINATION ACT

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask bipartisan support for a
new legislative initiative called the
Marriage Tax Elimination Act, legisla-
tion which will bring substantial tax
relief to over 21 million American
working couples who have been penal-
ized with higher taxes just because
they are married.

Let me ask this question of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle. Is it
fair that the tradition of our most
basic institution in society, marriage,
is punished under our current Tax
Code? And is it fair, is it right, that it
is really to a married couple’s advan-
tage to divorce and to live together be-
cause they would save money on taxes?

That is the current situation, Mr.
Speaker. Twenty-one million American
couples pay about $1,400 a year in high-
er taxes just because they are married.
That is approximately equal to 6
months’ worth of car payments, tuition
for a child’s education in parochial
school, or for mom or dad to go back to
a community college and pursue edu-
cation. It is unfair. It is wrong. Let me
share an editorial in the Kankakee
Daily Journal, a paper in my district.
‘‘The marriage tax is an unfair imposi-
tion. The Code should be rewritten to
eliminate it.’’

I ask bipartisan support, and I ask
my colleagues to join with the 180 co-
sponsors of the Marriage Tax Elimi-
nation Act.
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