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have in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, and to Betty, who we will not be
able to say it to because she is gone
now, to her children who will be there
and Attalah, her daughter, who will ac-
cept the award, we want them to know
that we loved their mother, and that
we hold her in the highest of esteem,
and we hope that this small token that
we are able to present that evening
from all of us will speak to our love for
them. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for allowing us the opportunity
to focus some attention from this
House on Betty Shabazz.

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentle-
woman for those remarkable remarks.
This special order would not have been
the same without her.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I simply
want to thank not only the chair-
woman of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus but the other Members and friends
who came forward at a time when
many of us are thinking through ways
to transform ourselves into better peo-
ple, to transform our country into a
better place, and when I, I must say,
Mr. Speaker, am trying to think of a
way to transform my own city into a
united city that will regain its own
human rights and that will reform its
own agencies at such a time I find
great inspiration in the life and work
of Malcolm X and in the life and work
of Betty Shabazz.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a great woman and humani-
tarian, Dr. Betty Shabazz. Her family lost a
mother, grandmother, or sister but the world
lost a friend and a symbol of inspiration to all
of us. In her death, Dr. Shabazz leaves a leg-
acy of dedication to family, a quality that is
much praised but little practiced. Her impact
will be felt for a period much longer than we
realize right now.

Her much recognized qualities of persever-
ance and determination were first publicly rec-
ognized after her husband’s death on Feb-
ruary 21, 1965. Betty Shabazz, left with no
source of income to provide for her four young
daughters and the twins she was pregnant
with, was determined to raise her children and
did so alone. Along with taking care of six chil-
dren, she completed her nursing school edu-
cation and went on to earn bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s and doctorate degrees. Dr. Shabazz lived
the dictums of self-reliance, discipline and
education as espoused by her husband, Mal-
colm X.

Our prayers are with the family in this hour
of grief. I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering the many contributions Dr.
Shabazz has made to our country and to the
world.
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TRIBUTE TO BETTY SHABAZZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PAYNE] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me also
add my accolades to the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia, Dele-
gate NORTON, for calling this very im-

portant Special Order. It has been al-
ready said about the outstanding work
that she does here in the District fight-
ing for the people of the District, as
she fought for people here in the entire
United States of America when she had
a tremendous, important administra-
tive position years ago, and she contin-
ues to do that work.

And to the chairperson of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Ms. WATERS
from California, she continues to lead
the caucus in unprecedented times. We
are so proud of the outstanding work
that the caucus has done, and I would
just like to, as I was in my office work-
ing, and I turned to this channel and
saw that this Special Order was being
done, I was unaware of it but felt it was
extremely important to me to come
over and to say a few words.

I knew Betty Shabazz very well, be-
cause living in Newark, NJ, she was
not far away, and about a month before
the tragedy I had the opportunity to be
in her company three or four times.
First, we had a meeting in Mount Ver-
non, the Constituency for Africa.
Mayor David Dinkins was there, Con-
gressman RANGEL, Mel Foote called in
from the Constituency of Africa in Mrs.
Shabazz’s hometown, and of course the
first person to speak after the invoca-
tion was given at the church was Doc-
tor Betty Shabazz, because she not
only worked for people in this area and
in this country, but worldwide, and she
was loved by everyone.

I know Dr. Edison Jackson, who was
the president of Medgar Evers College,
he was the former president of Essex
County College in Newark, NJ, where I
live, and the wisdom of President Jack-
son to see the worth of a Betty
Shabazz, to have her lead the light for
that great institution named after, as
has been mentioned, Medgar Evers, an-
other person who was taken away from
us, and his wife Myrlie Evers carried
the torch, and so it is unique; as a mat-
ter of fact, the college that Dr. Edison
Jackson at Essex County taught at be-
fore going to Medgar Evers after leav-
ing California on Martin Luther King
Boulevard. Doctor Shabazz, it is alto-
gether.

I would just like to say that then she
came over to Newark about 2 weeks be-
fore the tragedy and spoke out at com-
munity meetings. She was always
there, grass-roots people. She would
come to the caucus and go to all of the
sessions and rush around because ev-
eryone wanted to see her.

And so we have lost a tremendous
person. It is unfortunate that tragedies
take people. This week we are hearing
the tragedy of the great Princess of
Wales taken away unnecessarily, and
once again Dr. Betty Shabazz.

So I think that we have to remember
and we have to always be aware of the
fact that we all have to do more in our
own way. She was a great person.

I, too, attended the memorial service
and David Dinkins and Basil Patterson
and Percy Sutton did such outstanding
jobs as they brought this community
together.

I once again would like to simply
thank the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict here, and I appreciate having the
opportunity to address the House.
f

GOOD NEWS FOR AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Wis-
consin [Mr. NEUMANN] is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. NEUMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to talk about good news for
America.

I just had a wonderful opportunity
during the past month to see lots of
folks all across Wisconsin, and it was
very educational for me and, I hope, for
some of the folks we saw that they
picked up on some of the good things
that have happened here in the last
month or thereabouts out here in
Washington.

The one thing that struck me,
though, as I talked to more and more
of our families across Wisconsin and
our senior citizens across Wisconsin
and some of our young people, college
age students across Wisconsin, they did
not really realize that the tax cut bill
has been signed into law, so I would
like to begin this evening by pointing
out that the tax cut bill, along with
the first balanced budget since 1969 and
restoring Medicare, has all been signed.

It is done. The ink is dry. The Presi-
dent signed it. It has passed the House.
It has passed the Senate. First bal-
anced budget since 1969, taxes coming
down for the first time in 16 years, and
Medicare restored for at least a decade.
That is what was accomplished before
we left for recess in August.

The other thing I learned is that not
very many people really understood
what was in the tax cut bill, and I
would start talking to people and I
would say, ‘‘Well, the budget is bal-
anced, that’s the most important thing
we could do, and that was our respon-
sibility, and that’s done, and at the
same time we’ve reduced your taxes.’’

And they go, ‘‘yeah, sure, but that af-
fects somebody else.’’

And then we would start through it,
and the first question would be: Do you
have children? And this is so impor-
tant. If you have children age 17 or
younger for virtually all families out
there, 550,000 Wisconsin families alone,
you are eligible to keep $400 more for
each one of your children in your own
home next year instead of sending it to
Washington.

We should make this very clear. This
is not somehow a gift from Washington
to the people. This is money that the
people get up in the morning, they go
to their jobs, they work hard, and they
earn the money, but instead of sending
it to Washington, they keep it in their
own homes to spend on their own fami-
lies and the way they see fit. That is
the first part of the tax code.

And I am going to put this a little
different so folks have a handle on how
important and significant this is.
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