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abused or neglected. Each year, an estimated
2,000 children—most under the age of 4—die
at the hands of parents or caretakers.

A study shows that abused children are
more likely to commit crimes both as juveniles
and as adults. Abused children are more
prone to commit a violent crime during their
lives. It is also more probable for abused chil-
dren to grow up and abuse their children,
starting the whole cycle over again. Congress
must take action to end this cycle of abuse
and crime that ruins the lives of thousands of
our children.

Some states and communities have found a
solution that has proven 99 percent successful
in preventing child abuse and neglect among
those families most at-risk. Modeled after a
program pioneered by the State of Hawaii,
these programs utilize existing social services
to provide counseling to at-risk families that
volunteer to participate in the program.

Today, I am introducing the same bipartisan
legislation that I introduced in the last Con-
gress to create the Healthy Families Initiative.
This bill would enable the Federal Government
to help States and communities that decide to
create one of these programs. Simply put, my
bill would make Healthy Families programs eli-
gible for funding as crime prevention programs
under the 1994 Crime bill—at no new cost to
the Federal Government.

This legislation is an innovative way to help
communities fight child abuse, and has many
substantial benefits. My bill helps programs
that have proven effective preventing child
abuse. Healthy Families programs have a
solid record of success in the State of Hawaii
and in communities across the Nation, includ-
ing Port Angeles, in the district I represent.

This bill will create no new bureaucracy and
no new programs within the Department of
Justice. Most importantly, no new costs will be
created by my legislation—Congress will not
be required to spend one additional dollar on
this program. This bill will merely enable pro-
grams to compete for existing crime preven-
tion grant moneys. Also, qualifying programs
are required to coordinate with other organiza-
tions to avoid duplication of services.

States and communities will retain control.
This bill will give them a hand, but States and
communities will still be in charge of their own
programs.

I would like to thank each of the 21 Rep-
resentatives and delegates from around the
country for cosponsoring this bipartisan initia-
tive. I urge every Member to support this
strong, bipartisan solution to one of the most
damaging problems afflicting our children.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the tremendous contributions that Phillip
W. Lacy and Methodist Hospital of Houston
have made to the fight against AIDS in Hous-
ton and across the Nation. I congratulate them
as they are honored by the national AIDS Ac-
tion Foundation at a dinner in Houston this
Thursday, September 4, 1997, for their leader-

ship, courage, and commitment in the fight
against HIV and AIDS. Phil Lacy and Meth-
odist Hospital are certainly deserving of this
honor.

Phil Lacy has been on the front lines of
every battle against AIDS and is a tremendous
advocate for people living with HIV and AIDS.
He has lent his time, talent, commitment, and
energy to countless local and national organi-
zations and events, serving as the founder,
leader, and organizer of many. It is rare that
a host committee or a board of directors does
not include Phil’s name. But Phil is not only a
supporter, but an active participant in these
causes, especially in the tireless work of rais-
ing the funds necessary to turn dreams into
reality.

Phil Lacy has organized or served organiza-
tions such as the Houston Black Tie Dinner,
Inc., DIFFA/Houston, AIDS Action Foundation,
American Foundation for AIDS Research, HIV
Medical Care Fund, Inc., Bering Community
Service Foundation, the Montrose Clinic, the
NAMES Project, and the Texas Human Rights
Foundation. An honors graduate of the Univer-
sity of Texas School of Law and a member of
the State Bar of Texas, he has also provided
pro-bono legal advice to numerous community
organizations, including those dealing with HIV
and AIDS.

Phil Lacy has truly made a difference in
fighting AIDS and helping those facing the
challenge of living with HIV and AIDS. His
dedication has won him admiration and re-
spect not only in Houston, but across the Na-
tion, as exemplified by this recognition from
the AIDS Action Foundation.

Methodist Hospital has also demonstrated
tremendous commitment to helping people liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS. Methodist has set the
standard for giving back to the community
through its generosity both to the Bering Com-
munity Service Foundation and to the
SEARCH Project for the Homeless for their
Tiny Treasures Program. Methodist has dedi-
cated funds, resources, and time to help these
organizations provide direct care to Houston’s
HIV/AIDS populations, including dental care,
adult day care, and pediatric AIDS care. Meth-
odist is a national example of how to effec-
tively target resources for the maximum bene-
fit in addressing the multiple health care chal-
lenges of AIDS.

Phil Lacy and the dedicated staff of Meth-
odist Hospital remind all of us of the ways we
can become involved and make a difference in
the fight against AIDS.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I was necessarily
absent during rollcall vote 352. If present, I
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 352.

TRIBUTE TO RADIO STATION
WGAP
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OF TENNESSEE
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, while we were
on our district work period in August, radio
station WGAP of Maryville, TN, celebrated a
great milestone—its 50th anniversary.

Local radio stations are very important to
this Nation. They not only help our citizens
stay informed, but they also help promote the
local economy and support the general well-
being and cohesiveness of a community.
WGAP has certainly done this, and has pro-
vided great community service to the citizens
of Maryville and throughout Blount County.

In a day when many people do not stay with
one company for very long and loyalty is not
regarded as highly as it once was, I especially
want to call attention to and commend the ca-
reer of Carl Wells. Mr. Wells has been with
WGAP from the very first day and has cer-
tainly been instrumental in keeping this station
on the air and successful over the years. Not
many small businesses are able to survive for
this many years, and I want to congratulate
station owner Steve Corbitt and all of those
who have worked for this outstanding radio
station over the years.

Walker Johnson wrote a very interesting
and informative article about a small part of
the history of this station for the August 15,
1997, Knoxville News Sentinel. I would like to
call this article to the attention of my col-
leagues and other readers of the RECORD.

[From the Knoxville News Sentinel, Aug 15,
1997]

WGAP PROUD OF ITS SPORTS HERITAGE

(By Walker Johnson)

Maryville’s WGAP turned 50 years old Aug.
13. To get a true historical perspective of the
station, I talked with a group of men who
had been connected with WGAP from the be-
ginning. When I asked them about the sta-
tion’s sports history, they all told the same
story.

WGAP was the first member of the Vol
Network. Steve Corbitt, third owner of the
station, said that when Lindsey Nelson and
University of Tennessee Coach Robert
Neyland formed the Vol radio network, the
Knoxville flagship station was WKGN, but
due to a certain sponsor, WGAP was to be in-
cluded in the first broadcast. The first spon-
sor on the Vol Network was Aluminum Com-
pany of America, and the execs there told
Nelson the Maryville station had to be in-
cluded in the broadcast or they would not
sponsor the games.

Over the next five decades, WGAP carried
the Vols, Maryville College football, the
Brooklyn Dodgers, NASCAR and high school
sports. The local sports announcer positions
have been held by Tom Lyons, Ken Kribbs,
Pete Williams, Steve Corbitt and Maryville’s
mayor, ‘‘Skeeter’’ Shields. Glen Morton is
currently doing local play-by-play.

The fuel that has kept WGAP running over
the past 50 years had been their wide and
loyal client base. Carl Wells started with the
station on Day One and is still selling adver-
tising. Wells told me he has about 20 clients
on his list, and he tries to touch base with
most of them every day.

My father, Charles W. Johnson, held the
title of the longest-running client of the sta-
tion until he retired in the late 1970s. Dad’s
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show fired up at 6:45 every morning, and the
theme song was Eddy Arnold’s ‘‘Cattle Call.’’

If you are not familiar with the tune, let
me inform you: It starts cold with Eddy yo-
deling. I cannot begin to describe the mental
state that can be induced by a clock radio
awakening someone from a sound sleep to
the sound of a long, high, drifting yodel.

I knew the show was working when my
first-grade teacher, Mrs. Timmons, asked her
class to stand and introduce themselves.
When I stood up and proudly said, ‘‘Walker
Johnson, and my daddy has the J&K Super
Stores,’’ that yodel drifted up from the back
row.

Carl was my dad’s account executive.
Today the title of longest-running account
in held by Maryville Furniture, and Carl is
also their link to the station. A strictly
unconfirmed report places Carl’s age at 81; if
that is true he holds seniority over every
broadcast account executive I’ve ever
known.

There is a absolutely no way I can begin to
cover the entire history of WGAP in two
short columns. An entire book could be writ-
ten about the Sunday live broadcasts when
preachers and singers would lift the roof off
the station.

Another chapter could tell of the station’s
involvement with Blount County’s ‘‘Hillbilly
Homecoming’’ and how WGAP provided em-
cees to introduce such acts as the Lennon
Sisters, Pat Boone, Red Foley and Patsy
Cline.

And somewhere in that book there might
be a tiny paragraph about a fine-looking 22-
year-old announcer who was discovered by
the station through the help of his father,
who just happened to be their oldest adver-
tiser.

WGAP is a classic example of the need to
preserve our broadcast heritage before the
memories and the pioneers all fade away.

I promised you last week I would tell about
the cherry-bombing of the Blount County
Courthouse. I’ll give you the Cliffs Notes ver-
sion.

When the station was across from the
courthouse, a certain current station owner
and a former Blount County politico and
pizza proprietor came to the realization that
the Blount County jail was well within sling-
shot range.

Late one evening a fine and accurate sling
was procured, along with a number of cherry
bombs. Yardage was carefully calculated,
windage checked, and repeated launchings
commenced.

Heavily armed officers charged out of the
jail doors, looking for the gun battle that
must be taking place in the street. The
launch team quickly faded back into the
shadows of WGAP, and to this day, their
identity is a deeply guarded secret.

QUICK TAKES

WMYU’s morning co-host is leaving the
station. Dean Scott told me he is running
two businesses, and he just ran out of time
for radio. Scott said his last day on the air
will be Aug. 22.

Account executive Jamie Lewis has also
resigned from WMYU; she will be the sales
manager for Praise 96.3 WJBZ.

My 102 Boomsday activities will not in-
clude the My 102 Boomsday 5K race on Sat-
urday, Aug. 30. Promotions Director Mary
Deschamps said the station has expanded the
program to such an extent on the day of the
show that they will no longer do the race.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JON CHRISTENSEN
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 3, 1997
Mr. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, before

the August recess I inadvertently voted ‘‘no’’
on rollcall vote No. 336. I ask that the RECORD
show that my intention was to vote ‘‘aye.’’
f
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Wednesday, September 3, 1997
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, my colleague

Mr. SHERMAN and I are honored to pay tribute
to my good friends Judith and Arthur
Hirshberg, who are receiving the 1997 Annual
Achievement Award from Action Democrats of
the San Fernando Valley. We cannot think of
any two people more deserving of an award
that recognizes party loyalty and community
involvement.

Judith has spent much of her life involved in
politics and civic causes. She began her ca-
reer in Massachusetts, where she was presi-
dent of the Swampscott Chapter of the
League of Women Voters.

After moving to California Judith became a
member of the Wednesday Committee, a Los
Angeles County organization of women’s
PAC’s. She is also vice president of Penny
Lane, a residential treatment facility for emo-
tionally disturbed and abused adolescents,
and vice president of Project Focus, a drug
and alcohol abuse education center.

Judith is probably best know for having
spent the past 9 years as a deputy for Los An-
geles city councilman Marvin Braude, who re-
tired in 1997. Before that she worked for
former Los Angeles mayor Tom Bradley.
Through the years Judith used her political po-
sitions to help many people and organizations.

Arthur displays a similar devotion to his
community. He was a board member of
YEOP, the youth program administered by the
EDD. In the aftermath of the Los Angeles
riots, he served on President Bush’s Commis-
sion on Los Angeles riot relief. Arthur is also
a board member of the Valley Jewish Busi-
ness Leaders Association, a support group for
the Jewish Home for the Aging.

We ask our colleagues to join us today in
saluting Arthur and Judith Hirshberg, whose
dedication to politics and their community is a
shining example to us all. These are two peo-
ple who have truly made a difference.
f
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it

is a privilege for me to have this opportunity

to congratulate both the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Springfield and the Parish of the Na-
tivity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Willimansett, MA as they celebrate their 100th
anniversary. Representing and serving the pa-
rishioners of this church is indeed an honor.
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary has
responded tremendously to the needs of its
ever expanding faith community. Providing a
strong foundation of Christian values for its
spiritual community and offering a forum for
Christian worship, this parish has generously
given 100 years of devoted service to the resi-
dents of Willimansett and beyond. I am proud
to share the history of this fine parish as I sub-
mit the following historical notes in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.
PARISH OF THE NATIVITY OF THE

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, WILLIMAN-
SETT (CHICOPEE) MA

HISTORICAL NOTES

THE FOUNDATION

Until 1894, Catholics living in Willimansett
travelled either to Holy Name Parish, Chico-
pee Center, or to Saint Joachim’s (now Saint
George’s) in Chicopee Falls, to fulfill their
religious obligations. In the summer of that
year, however, representatives of local fami-
lies petitioned The Right Reverend Thomas
Daniel Beaven, Bishop of Springfield, to es-
tablish a mission church in the village. The
Bishop readily agreed to their request, and
delegated Father Alexis Delphos, Pastor of
Saint Joachim, to found the mission. Father
Delphos rented Perreault Hall, on Olivine
Street, as a temporary chapel. On Sunday,
December 23, 1894, three Masses were said in
the chapel, the first by Father McCoy, Pas-
tor of Holy Name, the others by Father
Delphos.

The following year, the catholic population
of Willimansett had grown sufficiently to
consider establishing a parish with resident
pastor. September 1st 1897, Bishop Beaven
named Father Hormisdas Hamelin as pastor
of the new parish, which would serve the
Catholics of the districts of Willimansett
and Aldenville. September 12, 1897, Sunday
within the Octave of the patronal feast, the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Father
Hamelin was officially installed in his new
parish.

THE EARLY YEARS

During the twelve years he spent in
Willimansett, Father Hamelin was to over-
see the construction, in 1898, of a parish
church as the corner of Chicopee and Newton
Streets; in 1901, that of a rectory. Soon, the
pastoral needs of the two districts required
the opening of a mission church in
Aldenville, and the naming of a curate, Fa-
ther Peter Higgins.

In 1909, Father Hamelin was named to the
pastorate of Notre Dame Parish, in Adams.
He was replaced by the Reverend Doctor
James Francis McGillicuddy, who served as
pastor of Nativity until 1916. Father
McGillicuddy purchased the church bell
which has since been placed in the bell tower
of the new church. He was replaced by Fa-
ther Emilien Delage, who remained Pastor
until his death in 1919.

Father Delage was succeeded by Father
Louis Arthur Simard. From the time he ar-
rived at Nativity, Father Simard began a
campaign to build a parochial school. To this
end, he obtained title to the land adjoining
the rectory, between Newton and Division
Streets. On September 5, 1922, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School was opened, under the
supervision of the Sisters of the Presen-
tation of Mary. At first, the Sisters were
lodged in the school, using classrooms con-
verted into chapel, community room, dining
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