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forget the small town doctors who are 
doing their part to help our fellow citi-
zens stay healthy and fight medical 
problems. 

That is why I take this opportunity 
to express admiration and appreciation 
for an outstanding West Virginia phy-
sician. Dr. Daniel B. Doyle has recently 
received the 1997 National Rural Health 
Association’s Practitioner of the Year 
Award. 

For 20 years, Dr. Doyle has served the 
health care needs of southern, rural 
West Virginia. Since 1977, he has di-
rected the New River Family Health 
Center in Scarbro, WV. As its director, 
Dr. Doyle developed all the clinical 
systems, recruited staff, and helped 
guide the center’s institutional policy, 
budget, and strategic planning. As a re-
sult of his tremendous efforts, the cen-
ter now serves a county of over 50,000 
people. 

Today Dr. Doyle is a full-time family 
physician for the New River Family 
Health Center. Along with serving as 
the Director of Medical Education for 
the New River Health Association, he 
is also the director of the Fayette, Ra-
leigh, and Nicholas rural health initia-
tive consortium. As a small part of his 
endeavors with the New River Health 
Association, Dr. Doyle also works with 
the Hidden Valley Health Care Center, 
a 60-bed nursing home. 

One of Dr. Doyle’s colleagues, 
Jacquelynn A. Copenhaver, coordinator 
of the Rivers and Bridges Rural Health 
Education Partnerships Consortium, 
said, ‘‘Doyle is involved in his commu-
nity through his willingness to serve 
his patients whenever the need arises. 
He does not hesitate to make home vis-
its, and by making those home visits, 
he meets the needs of the families of 
his patients as well as the needs of the 
patients themselves.’’ 

I am extremely proud that one of this 
country’s finest doctors is dedicated to 
serving the people of West Virginia. 
Knowing that the health of West Vir-
ginians is in such capable hands, I have 
added confidence that the future health 
of our State and Nation will get better 
and better.∑ 
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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS OF 
PATRICIA FERRONE 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I was 
given the opportunity recently to read 
a speech prepared by my Executive As-
sistant, Patricia Ferrone, on the occa-
sion of her graduation from the Univer-
sity of Maryland University College. I 
think this speech embodies many of 
the ideals we often talk about here on 
the floor of the United States Senate, 
and I commend all of our colleagues to 
take a moment and read her very 
thoughtful and insightful perspectives 
on education today. I ask it be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The speech follows: 
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS, UNIVERSITY OF 

MARYLAND CLASS OF 1997 
My name is Patricia Ferrone, and two 

years ago I enrolled in the Open Learning 

program at the University of Maryland Uni-
versity College. Today, I am thrilled to be a 
member of the University of Maryland’s 
class of 1997. 

Twenty years ago, I adhered to a strict in-
terpretation of Mark Twain’s adage that you 
should never let schooling interfere with 
your education. After all, how in the world 
was I to get on with my life if all I did was 
go to school? How could I find a good job, 
make a living, and gain experience if all I did 
was sit in a classroom? 

What I didn’t realize then was that edu-
cation is not designed to limit our experi-
ence, but to broaden our perspective. I didn’t 
realize that education is a rite of passage 
from darkness to light, from ignorance to 
analysis, from having a narrow vision to ac-
quiring a sweeping view of the immense, 
rich, and colorful world around us, and from 
living in one moment in space and time to 
understanding ourselves and our place in his-
tory and in the universe. 

Twenty years ago, I didn’t realize that edu-
cation is much more than day to day experi-
ences in a limited world. But today, I know 
that education is the difference between 
being and becoming; it is discovering that 
the world I live in is not the only world that 
exists. Today I know that education is time-
less, and I’ve learned that education is a rite 
of passage to a true understanding of soci-
ety, the world, and ultimately of ourselves. 

The education we’ve been lucky enough to 
receive here at the University of Maryland, 
has not been about sitting in a classroom 
and learning to parrot mathematical func-
tions or names and dates, or other people’s 
ideas. It is more fundamental. Here, we have 
been taught how to think for ourselves and 
how to look into ourselves and our history 
and learn the reference points of civilization 
so that we fully comprehend and appreciate 
the times in which we live. 

Therefore, it is important for all of us to 
understand that the education we have ac-
quired here is not some kind of job training 
program. Because if we think it is, if we 
treat it like it is, then we will have failed, 
for we will have trapped ourselves in our 
time, never understanding that civilization 
is a continuing journey, and that there is a 
precedence for our failures and our success, 
and we must learn what they are. 

Our society and our personal lives will al-
ways contain areas of uncertainty and confu-
sion; we will always be confronted by more 
questions than answers. Education alone will 
never be a panacea for curing society’s ills or 
for defeating our own personal challenges. 
But I am convinced that obtaining an edu-
cation is a moral imperative for improving 
the quality of our own individual lives and, 
ultimately, improving the quality of life 
around us. Today I am certain that edu-
cation is the key to the treasures of the uni-
verse, and it is also the key that unlocks the 
riches that lie inside each of us. 

Over the past several years, we have all 
worked hard to earn our degrees. During the 
process, we were confronted by the anxieties 
of new possibilities, but our commitment to 
our goal inspired us to meet the challenge. 
We all refused to believe that we had limita-
tions. So our graduation today is a personal 
rite of passage that we should all be proud of 
and should celebrate. But, my hope for all of 
us is that the passion that drove our com-
mitment does not end here. 

I can stand before you now and say with 
certainty that Mark Twain and I were 
wrong. It is through schooling that we learn 
the broader view of where we have been, and 
therefore understand where we are, so that 
we can logically think about where we want 
to go. I know the education I have received 
here has been my compass. It has set me on 
course and given me direction. 

I am eternally grateful to all my instruc-
tors and to the University of Maryland Uni-
versity College for making this experience 
one of the richest and most profound learn-
ing experiences of my life. Now I understand 
that education is the catalyst that turns 
knowledge and experience into wisdom—and 
gaining wisdom is more than a rite of pas-
sage, it is a lifetime process.∑ 
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COMMENTS BY SENATOR SNOWE 
AT WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE STATUE 
REDEDICATION 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I would 
like to share with my colleagues a 
speech I gave today at the rededication 
ceremony for the Suffrage Statue. I 
ask that my speech be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The speech follows: 
Thank you, Lynn, for that kind introduc-

tion. It is a pleasure and honor to be here on 
a day that recognizes the importance of the 
role of women in our nation. Speaker Ging-
rich, you honor us with your presence and 
the women of America appreciate your ef-
forts and support in returning this statue to 
its rightful place. And I would also like to 
commend Karen Staser and Joan Meecham, 
co-chairs of the Women’s Suffrage Statute 
Campaign—what a wonderful day this must 
be to see your hard work come to fruition in 
such a splendid fashion. 

And make no mistake: this effort has 
meant a great deal of hard work, and the col-
leagues I join today deserve special recogni-
tion for their tireless crusade to ensure that 
this statue is part of these hallowed halls. 
The outstanding attendance at this cere-
mony here in the Rotunda speaks to the 
symbolic importance of this re-dedication. 

As you know, for years this statue was rel-
egated to the crypt beneath our feet. In fact, 
a fitting title for the story of the women’s 
suffrage statue could be ‘‘Tales from the 
Crypt’’. While Lady Liberty has stood proud-
ly atop the dome of the United States Cap-
itol, the ladies who fought to make that lib-
erty real for women have languished in its 
basement. 

In 1995 when a number of us sought the re-
location of the statue to its originally in-
tended spot—the Rotunda—we thought that 
it was a little thing to ask. We never could 
have imagined that this request, which on 
its merits seemed so straightforward, would 
become so problematic. The bottom line is, 
the debate should not have been about the 
weight of the statue, but the weight of an ar-
gument . . . and the worth of a just cause. 
When Susan B. Anthony said, ‘‘What is this 
little thing we are asking for? It seems so 
little, yet it is everything’’ she was talking 
about a woman’s right to vote—but she could 
have been speaking about the moving of her 
own statue. 

The difficult and circuitous journey these 
ladies have had from Crypt to Rotunda is in 
many ways emblematic of women’s struggles 
for justice and equality throughout our his-
tory. For too long, women in this country 
had to endure the myth of what—or where— 
a ‘‘woman’s place’’ should be. According to 
the out-of-date stereotype, a woman’s place 
used to be only in the parlor, the kitchen, 
and, I suppose, the crypt. Since then, a lot 
has changed. Today, a woman’s place is in 
the House, the Senate, and yes, in the Ro-
tunda. 

But it was not always this way. It took 73 
long years beginning at the Seneca Falls 
Convention in 1848—spanning two centuries, 
eighteen Presidencies, and three wars—for 
women to get the right to vote. That’s what 
it took before women won the right to shape 
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