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or pecuinary interest in the event of such
question.’’ The Ethics Manual cites numerous
House precedents which tend to encourage
voting, and provides hypotheticals for guid-
ance. In my particular situation, the committee
recommends that I recuse myself from debat-
ing, commenting upon and voting on USIA
funding for my wife’s specific program. I will
follow this advice, and additionally refrain from
communicating with any agency or person on
matters related to this USIA Program. A vote
on her program by itself is, of course, ex-
tremely unlikely.

I have prepared this statement to make pub-
lic, and also to deliver to any agency or per-
son when appropriate in connection with my
work as a Member of Congress so that,
should a matter of my congressional business
involve USIA funding or the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, the recipient can weigh my
advice or opinion knowing of the interest that
I may have. However, I do assure any such
recipient, and my constituents, that I have
never, and will never, decide a matter of pub-
lic policy differently because of my wife’s rela-
tionship with the University of California at
Berkeley.
f
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, today, I am intro-
ducing H.R. 1877, a bill to improve the oppor-
tunities for veterans to obtain part-time em-
ployment while using their VA education bene-
fits.

The cost of a college education continues to
grow faster than the general rate of inflation.
This means that in times of tight Federal
budgets, it is difficult for us to provide the in-
creases necessary for VA education benefits
to keep pace with inflation. Clearly, a veteran,
especially a married veteran, cannot go to
school without an additional source of income.
For most, that means a part-time job. But, for
many veteran students, part-time jobs are dif-
ficult to find or do not fit well with class sched-
ules. For example, veterans attending school
at a large university located in small towns
find part-time jobs nonexistent.

Under current law, work study positions are
limited to colleges, the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, the Department of Labor, and the
Department of Defense. These positions in-
volve veteran-related work and are com-
pensated at the minimum wage level.

H.R. 1877 will expand the types of organiza-
tions which may apply for approval of work
study positions. Federal agencies, schools,
and community service organizations will be
able to avail themselves of a dedicated, drug-
free and proven work force at no cost through
this bill. For example, a community-based
nonprofit whose mission is to provide services
to homeless veterans would be eligible to
apply for positions to be filled by work study
participants. As a result, veteran students will
find it easier to get part-time jobs and home-
less veterans will see an improvement in the
quality of their lives.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides opportunities
for people who want to work and improves
services to veterans at almost no additional

cost to the Government. This is the type of
program that rewards energetic young veter-
ans who need assistance in finishing their
education and is good for America. I urge all
my colleagues to support H.R. 1877.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,

my colleague, Mr. SNOWBARGER, and I, rise
today to pay tribute to the life of a man who
has given much to his country. Brig. Gen.
James Downs Latham is being honored Fri-
day, June 20 for his retirement from the Air
Force after a distinguished career of service.

A native of the Kansas city area, General
Latham started his Air Force career in pilot
training at Vance Air Force Base in Oklahoma
after receiving a B.S. degree in psychology
from Kansas State University in 1969. An ac-
complished swimmer, he attended the univer-
sity on a swimming scholarship where he was
a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. He
served as president of the Intrafraternity Coun-
cil at KSU. He went on to become a command
pilot with more than 5,000 hours, including
383 combat missions in Southeast and South-
west Asia. His commands have included a
tactical fighter squadron, two fighter wings, a
composite wing, Squadron Officer School, and
the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps.

General Latham’s courage and bravery
were exemplified by his voluntary assignment
as a high speed forward Air Controller—(Wolf
Fac.) during the Vietnam conflict. It was on
such a mission that his F4 phantom jet fighter
was shot down over North Vietnam in Octo-
ber, 1972. He was immediately captured and
detained in the southern panhandle of North
Vietnam. In what has become known as a dar-
ing and legendary escape, he evaded his cap-
tors through the jungle and out into the South
China Sea only to be recaptured and impris-
oned in Hanoi until his release in the Spring
of 1973.

Known throughout the entire Air Force as
the best of the best aviators, he was selected
as commander/leader of the Thunderbirds, the
Air Force’s elite demonstration team. He was
the first major to lead this prestigious group of
aviators.

He has received numerous awards and
decorations. His decorations include the Silver
Star with oak leaf cluster and the Purple Heart
with oak leaf cluster. General Latham was
awarded the Silver Star for gallantry and devo-
tion to duty while flying against opposing
armed forces in Southeast Asia and facing
certain torture and probable death while a
prisoner of war. His Purple Heart was award-
ed for the wounds incurred as a direct result
of the Vietnam conflict.

General Latham’s many awards are a testi-
mony to his qualities as a leader and to his
abilities as a team builder in the finest tradition
of the Air Force. Whether flying fighter aircraft,
commanding fellow servicemen, or working in
the Pentagon, General Jim Latham has shown
courage throughout his career. Our Nation can
be proud of this fine citizen whose dedication
to his country make him truly a great Amer-
ican.

Mr. Speaker, please join us in extending
congratulations to General Latham and his
wife, Sue, his daughters, Minde, Kendra, and
Brecke and his parents, Dr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond Latham.
f
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, for the benefit
of my colleagues I would like to have printed
in the RECORD this statement by a high school
student from Vermont, who was speaking at
my recent town meeting on issues facing
young people.

A well-regulated militia, being necessary
to the security of a free state. The right of
the people to keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed. That is the Second Amendment in
its entirety.

The Second Amendment was one of the
first amendments to be ratified being part of
the Bill of Rights and is also the shortest
and arguably the vaguest of all amendments
in the constitution. Despite all of the discus-
sions surrounding the issue, it is still not
clear precisely what the amendment means.

The Second Amendment grew out of a law
passed by British Parliament during the lat-
ter period of the Colonial era. The law effec-
tively prohibited any colonist from possess-
ing a firearm of any kind so as to prevent
any possibility of rebellion. Eventually, of
course, the colonists disregarded that law,
overthrew the British and set up their own
nation. Later once the Revolutionary War
had been won and the United States was rel-
atively secure in its status as an independent
country, the founding fathers decided that it
was necessary to formally allow the people a
means of defense against the government.

One of the founding principles of the Revo-
lution had been that the people had the right
to overthrow the government if they be-
lieved it to be unworthy. One of the most ef-
fective means to overthrow the government
was, of course, with firearms and so the Sec-
ond Amendment was born.

Since the Second Amendment mentions
the militia specifically, one would assume
that the right to keep and bear arms relates
specifically to the militia and that the in-
tended meaning of the Second Amendment
was that the people have the right to use
arms as members of the militia in order to
protect themselves from tyrannical govern-
ments.

On the other hand, if one considers the
state of the world in 1791 when the Second
Amendment was ratified, the notion of the
founding fathers allowing exclusively mem-
bers of state militias to bear arms seemed ri-
diculous. Most people in the 18th Century
needed firearms in order to survive because
most food needed to be hunted. Personal fire-
arms were a necessity for survival and yet in
today’s society with cheap hamburger in
every supermarket and good steak in every
expensive restaurant, firearms are no longer
necessary for survival. Therefore, one of the
original reasons for the Second Amendment
has perhaps been outlived.

What then is the use of the Second Amend-
ment? I believe that the Second Amend-
ment’s relevance in today’s world pertains to
the militia. It is essential for the survival of
American ideals that Americans have the
right to overthrow corrupt government.
That was one of the main principles behind
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