May 6, 1997

[Mr. VISCLOSKY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. HAYWORTH]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HAYWORTH addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

TRIBUTE TO NANCY McROBERTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas [Mr. SNOWBARGER]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SNOWBARGER. Mr. Speaker, it
is appropriate that during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week we pause to recognize
the finest of those who have made posi-
tive differences in our lives and who
likewise shaped the futures of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

It is my pleasure to recognize this
evening a very special educator from
my district, in fact from my home
town of Olathe, KS. Nancy McRoberts
is the 1997 Kansas Teacher of the Year.
She was chosen as her district’s nomi-
nee from among more than 30 teachers
nominated by their staffs at their indi-
vidual schools and was then selected
Teacher of the Year from among 90
nominated teachers State-wide.

Nancy teaches family and consumer
sciences at Olathe North High School.
Her selection as Kansas Teacher of the
Year recognizes her exemplary efforts
in and out of the classroom during her
more than 18 years as a teacher. She
has also received the Superintendent’s
Personal Commitment to Excellence
Award as well as her school’s Faculty
Eagle Award.

But Nancy’s resume, as impressive as
it is, cannot adequately convey the
concern she shows for her students or
the extraordinary commitment she has
made to keeping pregnant teenagers
and mothers in school. | had the pleas-
ure of visiting with Nancy in the Cap-
itol recently, and it was not hard to
sense the fulfillment she gets from
teaching. More importantly, her stu-
dents sense it.

Nancy develops a close relationship
with her students and quickly earns
not only their trust but their respect.
For instance, she has been known to
call absent students at home to find
out why they were not in school.

In addition to her normal classroom
teaching duties, Nancy runs the Olathe
school districts’s Teens as Parents pro-
gram, which endeavors to keep teen
mothers and pregnant students in
school until graduation. The program
has been recognized as one of the best
in the State and has earned the Kansas
State Board of Education’s Promising
Practices Sunflower Award. Not only is
she keeping students in high school,
she also provides them with encourage-
ment to continue their education be-
yond the 12th grade.
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As a sponsor of the Future Home-
makers of America Association, Nancy
has organized students to purchase and
donate bags of story books to young
mothers they could read to their chil-
dren, as well as to students in a local
elementary school reading program. |
might add that she is also a certified
childbirth instructor and last summer
interned at the Olathe Medical Center
and Children’s Mercy Hospital.

In one of the many newspaper arti-
cles written about this remarkable
teacher, Nancy McRoberts said, ““I see
education as a field where you can
make your mark in the world.” Well,
Nancy, you have made your mark, and
it will echo through the lives of the
students you have so conscientiously
taught over almost 2 decades of public
service.

It is my pleasure to honor and to
thank the 1997 Kansas Teacher of the
Year, Nancy McRoberts.

TRIBUTE TO CATHY PRIEST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. NEY] is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, just tonight |
was talking to Rich Riley. He works
for the Attorney General in Cleveland,
OH. He has been a successful young
man, and we were talking about his po-
sition. | was commending Rich on how
well he has done service to the people
of the State of Ohio. His comment, Mr.
Speaker, was that he owes it, his suc-
cess, to his teachers. That is what | am
here about tonight. This week we cele-
brate National Teacher Appreciation
Week.

As a teacher by degree, | know first-
hand the work and dedication it takes
to be an educator. That is why | would
like to take a few minutes to commend
one of the many great teachers in
Ohio’s 18th Congressional District.

Cathy Priest is in her 11th year at
Coshocton High School in Coshocton,
Ohio. Last year Cathy was named Ohio
Teacher of the Year and Ohio Univer-
sity Educator of the Year.

As her representative in Congress, |
would like to personally thank Cathy
Priest for her wonderful accomplish-
ments and service to her community
and to her students.

Cathy teaches world history, Amer-
ican history, sociology, current events,
and was student council advisor for 9
years.

In 1992, she began an ongoing video
library project as a member of the
technology committee for Coshocton
High School. She is also a member of
the video classroom resource team for
the Discovery Channel and the Learn-
ing Channel. In the capacity of consult-
ant and workshop facilitator, she pro-
vides professional development in the
use of television to enhance curricu-
lum, media literacy education, and on-
line training.

Cathy has worked with media spe-
cialist Sandra Marvin to develop an ex-
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tensive video library featuring cable in
the classroom programming to meet
curricular needs for grades K through
12. She also conducts staff development
workshops designed to enhance the
curriculum by using television as an
instructional tool while also incor-
porating media literacy education.

Mrs. Priest received her BA in Eng-
lish and history from West Liberty
State College in West Virginia, her
Masters in social science from Ohio
University, and is a graduate of the
Harvard Institute of Media Education
and the International Space Program.
She also did postgraduate work at the
University of Alabama and Ashland
University.

Over the years, Cathy Priest has
made a real difference in her commu-
nity. She is a model teacher who in-
spires her students through dedication
and hard work. In 1992, three of Mrs.
Priest’s students won a national aca-
demic contest sponsored by the Discov-
ery Channel. As grand prize winners,
she and her students traveled to Tanza-
nia for an extended safari. In large part
because of her hard work and belief in
her students, they were able to take
part in a truly exciting, life-changing
experience.

Mrs. Priest is currently involved as a
mentor for the Coshocton Youth Foun-
dation. This first-of-its-kind organiza-
tion is philanthropy by, with and for
young people.

Recently Cathy has been chosen to
represent the State of Ohio in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for the U.S.
China Conference on Education. This
conference has been set up for edu-
cators to learn about one another’s cul-
tures, customs and country, as well as
to forge educational partnerships for
the 21st century. During the con-
ference, Mrs. Priest will present a
paper titled ‘“Technological Literacy,
an Educational Goal.”

There is nothing more important,
Mr. Speaker, to the future of our coun-
try than the opportunity for a high
quality education for all Americans. |
commend teachers all over the country
who have chosen the important task of
educating tomorrow’s leaders. In order
to build on and improve our education
system, we need to emphasize what
works; namely, back-to-basics edu-
cation, parental involvement, safe and
disciplined schools, and sending dollars
to the classroom. If we work together
as lawmakers, teachers and parents, |
believe all of our children can reach
the limits of their talents to exceed
their ambitions and to progress beyond
the dreams of their parents.

With a strong educational foundation
and teachers like Cathy Priest, there is
nothing our children can not do. For
that, we will be forever indebted to our
Nation’s teachers.
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HONORING DR. ROBERT LASLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS). Under a previous order of the
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