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It must be remembered that cur-

rently it is not even illegal to make or
stockpile chemical weapons, and there
is no other effort on the horizon to
make these actions illegal or to effec-
tively halt them. If the United States
chooses not to ratify this treaty after
leading the world to it, you can rest as-
sured the community of nations will
not be running to us to seek our leader-
ship in some new effort to do that.

In addition to all the reasons I have
cited for rejecting this killer condition,
it is both appropriate and accurate to
add every reason advanced by dozens of
Senators of both parties during yester-
day’s and today’s sessions for ratifying
the Chemical Weapons Convention. Be-
cause the only practical effect of this
condition is to make it impossible for
the United States to ratify. Everything
else that is said to justify accepting
this condition is eyewash, window
dressing, camoflage.

Only one thing about this condition
matters, I say to all my colleagues. If
this condition is not defeated, the rati-
fication of the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention is.

There can be no hiding from this
central truth. Reasonable people can
differ on substantive or policy grounds.
Some Senators, albeit for reasons I be-
lieve are not meritorious or even log-
ical, may conclude that they do not be-
lieve the United States should ratify
the CWC. Presumably those Senators,
whose number I hope is very, very
small, will vote against the resolution
of ratification. But no Senator can
claim with veracity that he or she
wants the United States to ratify the
CWC now or in the foreseeable future,
and participate in its vital activities to
rid the world of chemical weapons,
while voting to retain this condition.
The two are mutually inconsistent,
mutually incompatible. To place it in
the vernacular, that does not compute.

I urge all my colleagues to consider
and understand the gravity of the vote
we are about to take. Those who sup-
port the CWC must vote to strike this
condition.∑
f

RABBI IRWIN GRONER AND ADAM
CARDINAL MAIDA

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to two notable re-
ligious leaders from my home State of
Michigan, Rabbi Irwin Groner and
Adam Cardinal Maida. Rabbi Groner
and Cardinal Maida are the recipients
of the 1997 Dove Award, sponsored by
the Ecumenical Institute for Jewish-
Christian Studies.

The Dove Award was created in 1994
to recognize Christian and Jewish reli-
gious leaders who work to promote
closer relationships between the two
communities. I have worked closely
with both men throughout my career,
and have been grateful for their advice,
guidance, and friendship.

Rabbi Groner leads Congregation
Shaarey Zedek in Southfield, MI. An
internationally recognized spiritual

leader, Rabbi Groner serves as the
president of the Michigan Board of rab-
bis and is a member of the board of
governors of the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Detroit and the Rabbinic
Cabinet of the United Jewish Appeal.
His writings on spiritual and social is-
sues are published monthly in the Jew-
ish News and appear regularly in peri-
odicals of the Conservative Jewish
Movement. From 1990 to 1992, Rabbi
Groner served as the president of the
Rabbinical Assembly, an international
association of 1200 conservative rabbis.
He was the first clergyman to be
named to the Judicial Tenure Commis-
sion of Michigan.

Adam Cardinal Maida arrived in De-
troit in 1990 as archbishop of the Arch-
diocese of Detroit. In 1990, he was ele-
vated to the College of Cardinals by
Pope John Paul II. Cardinal Maida has
put commitment to youth into action
by joining Baptist, Episcopalian, and
Lutheran leaders in creating corner-
stone schools, which offer interdenomi-
national educational programs to chil-
dren in Detroit. Cardinal Maida has
continually attempted to break down
the walls which exist in our society,
emphasizing the importance of volun-
tarism, reaching out to Detroit’s His-
panic community and working with po-
litical leaders to craft solutions to a
number of social problems.

In 1992, Rabbi Groner, Cardinal
Maida, and Episcopal Bishop R. Stew-
art Wood founded the Religious Lead-
ers Forum, which encourages Chris-
tian, Jewish, and Muslim leaders to
share their views on issues of concern.
Activities like this have not only pro-
vided Rabbi Groner and Cardinal Maida
with opportunities to work together,
but they have cemented a personal
friendship as well. Together, they are
building bridges for people of the Chris-
tian and Jewish faiths to cross.

It is a real honor to recognize the
achievements of these remarkable
men. I know my colleagues join me in
congratulating Rabbi Irwin Groner and
Adam Cardinal Maida as they receive
the 1997 Dove Award from the Ecu-
menical Institute.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO DR. PAUL KAMINSKI

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, for
the past 21⁄2 years, members of the Sen-
ate Committee on Armed Services have
been privileged to work with Dr. Paul
G. Kaminski, who is serving as the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Technology. Dr. Kaminski has
led the Department of Defense through
the most significant reform of the Na-
tion’s defense acquisition system in 50
years. I believe it is appropriate for the
Senate to recognize the outstanding
service rendered the Nation by Dr.
Kaminski on the occasion of his retire-
ment from Federal service later this
spring.

During his tenure as the Defense Ac-
quisition Executive, Dr. Kaminski es-
tablished the broad outlines of the
technologies and systems that will

form the cutting edge of this Nation’s
defense capabilities well into the next
century. His scientific counsel and
leadership were instrumental in chart-
ing a course ahead for a system of sys-
tems including this Nation’s national
security space systems, heavy bomber
force, air mobility force, ballistic and
cruise missile defense, tactical air
forces, and attack submarine fleet.

Dr. Kaminski ushered in a new era—
a renaissance—in armaments coopera-
tion with our friends and allies around
the world. His vision, foresight and di-
plomacy have provided this Nation and
our international partners with a broad
spectrum of collaborative efforts and
opportunities that include cooperation
with Germany and Italy to develop a
medium extended air defense system;
cooperation with France, Germany,
Italy, and Spain to develop, produce,
and field an interoperable multifunc-
tional information distribution system;
and cooperation with the United King-
dom, Norway, and the Netherlands on
the development of a revolutionary
new joint strike fighter.

As steward of the Nation’s defense
acquisition system, Dr. Kaminski has
guided the defense acquisition estab-
lishment through a period of revolu-
tionary change and reform. He has
changed the way our acquisition sys-
tem supports America’s soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines. Through es-
tablishment of integrated product
teams—composed of war fighters, test-
ers, trainers, doctrine writers,
acquirers, and their industry contrac-
tors—Dr. Kaminski has dramatically
improved the way weapon systems are
developed, produced, and fielded. Per-
haps Dr. Kaminski’s greatest accom-
plishment is the pride and professional-
ism he has reinvigorated in the acquisi-
tion work force supporting our war
fighters. The American people can take
comfort in the fact that the U.S. de-
fense acquisition work force is the very
finest in the world. Our people are will-
ing to think ‘‘out-of-the-box’’ and
pushing hard to be better.

Dr. Kaminski has been responsible
for initiating a wholesale re-engineer-
ing of the DOD logistics system. He
recognized that for the revolution in
U.S. military affairs to proceed—the
DOD needed a new, compatible logis-
tics support concept. His approach was
to substitute information and fast
transportation for inventory. As a re-
sult of his leadership and vision, logis-
tics response times have improved sig-
nificantly and inventories have been
reduced dramatically.

His reputation is well known in Con-
gress—to those who have worked di-
rectly with him and even many who
have not. He is highly respected as an
individual of integrity, vision, sci-
entific brilliance, and that rare trait of
objectivity about what he is involved
in. His work will continue to have a
very profound and lasting impact upon
the Nation’s security for many years to
come. The Nation owes a debt of grati-
tude to Dr. Kaminski. It has been my
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distinct pleasure to be associated with
this exceptional public servant in con-
junction with my duties on the Armed
Services Committee. I wish him well
and anticipate that his coming years in
the private sector will further contrib-
ute to the security of this Nation. My
best wishes to Paul, his lovely wife
Julia, and his two children Laura and
Garrett, as they mark this special
milestone.∑
f

SENIOR CITIZENS HOME EQUITY
PROTECTION ACT

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, April 25, the Senate passed by
voice vote the Senior Citizens Home
Equity Protection Act which will en-
able the Department of Housing and
Urban Development to protect seniors
against aggressive and unethical prac-
tices by firms who charge senior home-
owners exorbitant fees for obtaining a
home equity conversion mortgage. I
was not able on that day to voice my
support for this legislation, and I want
to do so today. I commend Senator
D’AMATO and the other cosponsors of
this legislation for their swift and
timely action on this important piece
of legislation. I also want to thank
Secretary Cuomo for bringing the prob-
lem which this legislation addresses to
our attention.

The FHA home equity conversion
mortgage program, implemented in
1989, has given 20,000 senior home-
owners the opportunity to turn the val-
uable equity in their homes into direct
cash payments. This borrowed equity
can be used to satisfy any number of
needs, and in the case of seniors, esca-
lating medical costs colliding with
fixed-incomes often make additional fi-
nancial resources a necessity. Seniors
who obtain reverse mortgages have me-
dian incomes of only $10,400. The abil-
ity of low-income seniors to access
their home equity and increase their
incomes is essential for enabling many
seniors to continue living in their own
homes.

This legislation is necessary to pro-
tect vulnerable seniors who have been

unscrupulously targeted by certain es-
tate planning services who charge fees
of 6 to 10 percent of the cost of the re-
verse mortgage loan. Many home-
owners are simply unaware that the
process of receiving a reverse mortgage
through the Department of Housing
and Urban Development is actually
free. HUD recently revealed that sen-
iors have been bilked for thousands of
dollars by unregulated companies that
have taken a Federal program intended
to serve one of our most vulnerable
populations and used it for exploitation
and financial gain. S. 562 will provide
important safeguards for seniors by re-
quiring that the mortgagor receives
full disclosure of any costs pertaining
to the origination of a reverse mort-
gage. Additionally, the Secretary of
HUD will be empowered to impose re-
strictions and prohibit firms from
charging excessive fees.

Again, I would like to extend my ap-
preciation to Senator D’AMATO and the
rest of my colleagues for their swift ac-
tion that will ensure senior home-
owners will be no longer be victimized
by exploitive reverse mortgage tac-
tics.∑
f

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL
30, 1997

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until the hour of
10 a.m. on Wednesday, April 30.

I further ask unanimous consent that
on Wednesday, immediately following
the prayer, the routine requests
through the morning hour be granted,
and the Senate then immediately re-
sume the motion to proceed to S. 543,
the Volunteer Protection Act.

I further ask unanimous consent the
time from 10 o’clock to 11:15 be equally
divided between Senator COVERDELL or
his designee and the ranking member
or his designee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COVERDELL. I now ask unani-
mous consent that on Wednesday, at

11:15, the Senate proceed to vote on
cloture on the motion to proceed to S.
543 and the mandatory quorum under
rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. COVERDELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, tomorrow morning
the Senate will resume consideration
of the motion to proceed to S. 543, the
Volunteer Protection Act. Senators are
reminded that there will be a cloture
vote at 11:15 on Wednesday on the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 543. The Senate
could also be asked to turn to other
Legislative or Executive Calendar
items. Therefore, votes can be antici-
pated during the entire day on Wednes-
day.

f

ORDER FOR RECESS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order
following the remarks of Senator
MOSELEY-BRAUN of Illinois.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the call of the quorum is dis-
pensed with.

f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow
morning.

Thereupon, at 5:23 p.m., the Senate
adjourned until Wednesday, April 30,
1997, at 10 a.m.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T08:20:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




