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The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Under

the rule, the Committee rises.
Accordingly the Committee rose; and

the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. PETRI)
having assumed the chair, Mr. DIAZ-
BALART, Chairman pro tempore of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that the
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1273) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal years 1998 and
1999 for the National Science Founda-
tion, and for other purposes, pursuant
to House Resolution 126, he reported
the bill back to the House with an
amendment adopted by the Committee
of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment to the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute
adopted by the Committee of the
Whole? If not, the question is on the
amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.
f

CIVILIAN SPACE AUTHORIZATION
ACT, FISCAL YEARS 1998 AND 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 128 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1275.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1275) to au-
thorize appropriations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999, and for
other purposes, with Mr. DIAZ-BALART
in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan [Mr. EHLERS] and the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. CRAMER]
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. EHLERS].

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve my time and defer to the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. CRAMER].

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1275, the Civilian Space Author-
ization Act for fiscal years 1998 and
1999. I believe this is a good bill and
that it is the result of a bipartisan ef-
fort by members of the Committee on
Science.

I want to congratulate the chairman
of the committee, the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. SENSENBRENNER], the
chairman of the subcommittee, the
gentleman from California [Mr.
ROHRABACHER], as well as the ranking
member, the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. GEORGE BROWN] for their work
in crafting this important piece of leg-
islation.

This provides for a balanced NASA
program, fully funding its critical mis-
sions, and I am pleased that the bill
maintains the Congress’ commitment
to the Space Shuttle and Space Station
Programs. These programs are critical
to our Nation’s future in space and are
the heart of the human space flight en-
deavor.

I am sure we will hear a little more
about the Space Station Program when
we likely debate what I believe is an
ill-considered amendment to cancel the
station program. I believe the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. ROEMER] will
consider offering that amendment
again here.

I want to focus on many more of the
positive provisions of H.R. 1275. This
bill ensures that the taxpayers’ invest-
ment in the space station is protected.
We have erected a firewall between the
funding for the Space Station science
payloads and the funding for the space
station’s hardware development. We
need to make sure that the station pro-
gram that we are building is a produc-
tive world-class research laboratory,
and I believe this bill goes a long way
toward ensuring that that goal is at-
tained.

We heard through the committee
hearing process from many different
points of view. We heard loudly from
the medical research community that
they need the Space Station Program
in order to continue to build on the
highly effective life and microgravity
science research that we are already
conducting on the space shuttle pro-
gram.

We heard from many witnesses about
advances that are being made with in-
fectious disease, combatting that, ad-
vances that are being made in treating
particular kinds of cancers, diabetes,
other issues as well, that cannot go
much further here on Earth, they need
the Space Station Program in order to
get there.

This research has real potential for
commercial development, and I hope
those new Members of Congress that
may be somewhat reserved about our
investment in the Space Station Pro-
gram will listen during this debate to

the advances that we have made over
those issues.

H.R. 1275 provides funding in fiscal
year 1998 to allow NASA to continue
flight research activities on the shuttle
until the Space Station Program be-
comes operational. H.R. 1275 also con-
tains a number of tough provisions re-
garding the Russian participation in
the Space Station Program. Coopera-
tion with Russia in space offers many
benefits to America, but that coopera-
tion has to be based on each party liv-
ing up to its commitments. The Space
Station Program that is funded
through the authorization of this bill
sends a strong signal to Russia that we
expect them to deliver on their prom-
ises.

Turning to space science, I think we
do an outstanding job in this piece of
legislation to fully fund the President’s
request for space science. For example,
the bill funds the continued operation
of the Hubbell space telescope, which is
making exciting scientific discoveries
that are rewriting science textbooks.

In all, H.R. 1275 is a strong bill, and
I urge my colleagues to consider this
bill. I have more to say, but I want to
make sure that I give the chairman of
the committee the opportunity to dis-
cuss this.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER).

(Mr. SENSENBRENNER asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today to support H.R. 1275,
the Civilian Space Authorization Act,
which the Committee on Science rec-
ommends to the House by a wide bipar-
tisan margin.

In fiscal year 1998, this bill provides a
modest 1-percent increase for NASA
over its fiscal 1997 appropriated level.
For fiscal year 1999 we provide a 11⁄2-
percent increase over the 1997 level.

As most of the Members will recog-
nize, these increases do not keep pace
with inflation, so NASA’s real budget
continues to fall. Nevertheless, H.R.
1275 provides NASA with the stability
it requires to achieve our national
space goals during this period of de-
clining budgets.

The bill fully funds NASA’s programs
and scientific research and includes
modest increases in space science data
analysis to correct NASA’s failures to
adequately fund its science investiga-
tions.

The bill also contains funding to take
our reusable launch vehicle programs
to the next level, a generation beyond
the X–33 program. X–33 remains our
first priority, but this new investment
in another X plane concept ensures
that the Nation has options for the fu-
ture of its space transportation capa-
bilities.

I would like to turn now to the bill’s
international space station provisions.
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