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HOUSE RESOLUTION 121 SUPPORTS
PEACE AND DEMOCRACY IN CAM-
BODIA

HON. STEPHEN HORN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I will be returning
home this weekend for a particularly happy
event. To celebrate the Cambodian New Year
and the beginning of the Year of the Ox, we
are expecting between 40,000 and 50,000
people from all over America to attend a 3-day
celebration in my congressional district, home
to the largest Cambodian community in Amer-
ica. Unfortunately, in Cambodia itself, this New
Year does not come with the same joy we will
see in California.

According to news reports, many families
have stayed at home rather than risk their per-
sonal safety by attending festivals or touring in
cities, particularly in Phnom Penh, the capital
of Cambodia. Fear of violence has returned to
the daily life of many Cambodians as relations
between the two leading political parties have
plummeted.

On March 30 of this year, Sam Rainsy, the
leader of the Khmer Nation Party, was the tar-
get of a grenade attack that killed 19 and in-
jured more than 100, including Ron Abney, an
American who was in Cambodia working on
behalf of the International Republican Institute
to advance the cause of democracy. Sam
Rainsy was only slightly injured in this attack.
Sadly, those of us who championed the victory
of the democratic process in Cambodia lead-
ing up to the free elections in 1993 are now
watching the unraveling of peace and democ-
racy in Cambodia.

Following the 1991 Paris Peace Agree-
ments, the United States worked closely to
help the people of Cambodia create an envi-
ronment that would allow democracy to pros-
per. In the 1993 elections, more than 93 per-
cent of eligible voters turned out to the polls.
In the period following these elections, the
people of Cambodia made great strides to
bring greater prosperity and security to their
land. Now, we are seeing these gains slip,
causing increasing concern in Cambodia and
in the United States. The elections expected in
1998 must not fall victim to attempts by un-
democratic forces to turn back the gains made
in this decade and plunge Cambodia back into
chaos and violence.

Today, I am introducing House Resolution
121 with my distinguished colleagues BEN GIL-
MAN, chairman of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, and DOUG BEREUTER,
chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific. Both have been leaders in the
long effort to establish democracy and peace
in Cambodia. The United States must continue
to help the people of Cambodia advance the
democratic process and do so in an unbiased
manner so that the people of Cambodia
choose representatives who they want to lead
them. We are introducing this resolution to ex-

press our deep concern over the events oc-
curring in Cambodia and our concern for
where these events may lead, while express-
ing our sympathy to the individuals wounded
in the attack of March 30 and to the families
of those killed. It condemns this incident as
the act of terrorism that it was.

House Resolution 121 calls upon our Gov-
ernment to offer assistance to Cambodian offi-
cials to help track down and prosecute those
responsible for the attack and calls upon the
Cambodian Government to accept this offer.
Finally, it calls upon all political parties in
Cambodia to renounce and condemn all forms
of political violence. The right of the people of
Cambodia to choose their future without coer-
cion must be maintained.

I know that many Members of this House
also are committed to democracy and peace
in Cambodia. We encourage you to cosponsor
this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that House Resolution
121 be printed at the end of my remarks:

Whereas Cambodia continues to recover
from more than three decades of recent war-
fare, including the genocide committed by
the Khmer Rouge from 1975 to 1979;

Whereas Cambodia was the beneficiary of a
massive international effort to ensure peace,
democracy, and prosperity after the October
1991 Paris Peace Agreements on Cambodia;

Whereas more than 93 percent of the Cam-
bodians eligible to vote in the 1993 elections
in Cambodia did so, thereby demonstrating
the commitment of the Cambodian people to
democracy;

Whereas since those elections, Cambodia
has made significant economic progress
which has contributed to economic stability
in Cambodia;

Whereas since those elections, the Cam-
bodia Armed Forces have significantly di-
minished the threat posed by the Khmer
Rouge to safety and stability in Cambodia;

Whereas other circumstances in Cambodia,
including the recent unsolved murder of
journalists and political party activists, the
recent unsolved attack of party officials of
the Buddhist Liberal Democratic in 1995, and
the quality of the judicial system—described
in a 1996 United Nations report as ‘‘thor-
oughly corrupt’’—raise international con-
cern for the state of democracy in Cambodia;

Whereas Sam Rainsy, the leader of the
Khmer Nation Party, was the target of a ter-
rorist grenade attack on March 30, 1997, dur-
ing a demonstration outside the Cambodia
National Assembly;

Whereas the attack killed 19 Cambodians
and wounded more than 100 men, women, and
children; and

Whereas among those injured was Ron
Abney, a United States citizen and employee
of the International Republican Institute
who was assisting in the advancement of de-
mocracy in Cambodia and observing the
demonstration: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) extends its sincerest sympathies to the
families of the persons killed, and the per-
sons wounded, in the March 30, 1997, terrorist
grenade attack outside the Cambodia Na-
tional Assembly;

(2) condemns the attack as an act of ter-
rorism detrimental to peace and the develop-
ment of democracy in Cambodia;

(3) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment to offer to the Cambodia Government
all appropriate assistance in identifying and
prosecuting those responsible for the attack;

(4) calls upon the Cambodia Government to
accept such assistance and to expeditiously
identify and prosecute those responsible for
the attack; and

(5) calls upon all Cambodian political par-
ties to renounce and condemn all forms of
political violence.
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RECOGNITION OF MR. JASON
WONG

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-

leagues to join me today in commending Mr.
Jason Wong, a senior at the Abraham Lincoln
High School and the recipient of the Congres-
sional Youth Excellence Award in the 12th
Congressional District of California.

Mr. Wong’s scholastic achievements are im-
pressive indeed. He has maintained a high
grade point average while taking challenging
classes, and he ranks in the top 10 students
in his high school class. His academic excel-
lence has been recognized by his earning
Golden State Exam honors in algebra and
chemistry.

In addition to his impressive academic
achievements, Mr. Wong has taken an active
role in community service. He is the president
of the Lincs Service Society, as well as a vol-
unteer tutor at Ulloa Elementary School. He is
a member of the Red Cross Club, American
Culture Club, the International Committee
against Racism, and the Chemistry Club. He
has served as vice-president, secretary, and
treasurer of the California Scholarship Federa-
tion, as well as a volunteer for the San Fran-
cisco Annual Chinese New Year Parade.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in commending Mr. Jason Wong for his
outstanding service to our community and
congratulating him for his academic achieve-
ments.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE CHARLES A. HAYES OF IL-
LINOIS

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 1997

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
our distinguished colleague from Illinois,
BOBBY RUSH, for reserving this special order.
We gather to pay tribute to our good friend
and former colleague, Charles Hayes, who
passed away on April 8, 1997. We join mem-
bers of his family, the people of Illinois, and
others throughout the Nation in morning his
death.
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When he was elected to the U.S. Congress

in 1983, Charlie Hayes become the first elect-
ed representative of rank and file trade union-
ists to serve in this legislative body. It was a
significant achievement for an individual who
had devoted his life to fighting for the rights of
working men and women.

Mr. Speaker, Charlie Hayes was born in
Cairo, IL. At an early age, he found employ-
ment at a flooring company where he was
paid 15 cents per hour. Racism forced blacks
who were employed at the plant to work in the
lowest paid and least desirable positions, and
to endure insults and indignation. The black
workers formed a local union, later recognized
by the company as the Carpenter’s Local
Union 1424, and Charlie was elected presi-
dent at the age of 20. The action started him
on a long career dedicated to protecting the
rights of workers.

For more than 40 years, Charlie Hayes
would fight to guarantee job benefits, equal
employment opportunities and job protection
for workers. He held various union posts in-
cluding international field representative, dis-
trict director, international vice president and
regional director, and executive vice president.
During his union days, Charlie was one of the
highest ranking black elected union officials in
the country.

Charlie Hayes was also intimately involved
in the civil rights movement in this country. He
worked side-by-side with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., during the 1956 Montgomery bus
boycott and the 1963 March on Washington.
Charlie was also involved in the 1966 cam-
paign for open housing in Chicago, the march
in support of hospital workers in Charleston,
SC, and Dr. King’s last march in support of
sanitary workers in Memphis, TN.

Mr. Speaker, IN 1983 Charlie Hayes was
elected to Congress from the First Congres-
sional District of Illinois. He won the seat va-
cated by his friend, Harold Washington, follow-
ing Harold’s historic election as mayor of Chi-
cago. Like many of my colleagues gathered in
the Chamber this evening, I enjoyed a close
friendship with Charlie Hayes. He was a hard
working and dedicated public servant whom I
respected and admired. He was also a close
friend.

We recall Charlie Hayes for his strong lead-
ership on education issues. As a member of
the Education Committee, he made great
strides in addressing the Nation’s school drop-
out rates. He introduced full employment legis-
lation, denounced unemployment as ‘‘morally
unacceptable,’’ and fought for national health
insurance. Throughout his tenure, however,
Charlie never forgot the working men and
women of America. He stood strong for work-
ers’ rights and boasted a 100 percent voting
record on issues important to labor.

Mr. Speaker, it saddens me that Charlie
Hayes has been taken from our midst. We are
comforted, however, in knowing that he will
never be forgotten. His contributions on behalf
of the working men and women of this Nation,
and on behalf of his constituents, has earned
him a place in history. Charlie has found rest
from his labors and he is at peace. I extend
my sympathy to Charlie’s family and the peo-
ple of Illinois during this period of mourning.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE CHARLES A. HAYES OF IL-
LINOIS

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 1997
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give a parting trib-
ute to one of the foremost pioneers to the
working man and woman. The late Congress-
man Charles Arthur Hayes spent more than
45 years of his life as a trade unionist. He
succeeded the late Harold Washington in the
House when Washington was elected mayor
of Chicago. Congressman Hayes was a man
who had a knack for organizing workers on all
levels. He helped to organize Local 1424 of
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters & Join-
ers of America and served as its president
from 1940 to 1942.

From 1979 until his retirement in September
1983, Congressman Hayes was the inter-
national vice president and director of Region
Twelve of the United Food & Commercial
Workers International Union. In addition to
seeking increased benefits and improved con-
ditions for workers, Congressman Hayes also
fought to eliminate segregation and discrimina-
tion in hiring and promotion in the industry.
Congressman Hayes also sought to provide
African-American and women workers with op-
portunities to serve as leaders in the labor
movement.

Mr. Speaker, during his congressional ca-
reer Congressman Hayes introduced several
pieces of legislation to address the edu-
cational and employment needs of many
Americans. Prominent among these are acts
to encourage school dropouts to reenter and
complete their education and to provide dis-
advantaged young people with job training and
support services. Congressman Hayes also
sponsored bills to reduce high unemployment
rates and make it easier for municipalities to
offer affordable utility companies. He consist-
ently opposed the actions and programs of
South Africa’s white-minority government and
in 1984 joined other demonstrators at its
Washington Embassy in protest of the Pretoria
regime’s policies of racial separation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise with the rest of my col-
leagues in tribute not only to a pioneer in
workers rights but to a pioneer in human
rights.
f

PROTECTION OF OUR NATION’S
FORESTS

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing, along with Representative CAROLYN
MALONEY and over 50 cosponsors, the Act to
Save America’s Forests.

This bill is a dramatic and bold change in di-
rection in how we as a nation protect and treat
our public lands. Mudslides, scarred land-
scapes, preventable forest fires and destruc-
tion caused by clearcutting and other mis-
guided forest management must end. This leg-
islation is a huge step in that direction.

Our Nation’s 155 national forests are home
to 34 million acres of remote wilderness areas
and 4,385 miles of wild and scenic rivers.
They are a valuable resource that generates
nearly $199 billion in recreation dollars. For a
century we have tried to balance the con-
servation of the land and continued access to
those who use it. But, now, how we manage
our public lands is no longer in balance. We
favor timber creation instead of careful stew-
ardship.

There are currently eight times more roads
in National Forests than there are in the Na-
tional Highway System. Year after year below
cost timber sales are pushed through, which
does not benefit the environment or the tax-
payer. The most egregious step was the pas-
sage of the Timber Salvage Rider in the last
Congress which waived all laws protecting
these forests and had a devastating impact on
the land, rivers and wildlife of our Nation.

The Act to Save America’s Forest will end
clearcutting and other even-age logging tech-
niques throughout all lands controlled by the
Federal Government. Under this bill, maintain-
ing native forest biological diversity will be the
priority of the Federal forest management ac-
tivities. No longer will the Forest Service be
charged with the task of exploiting and selling
off our resources, often below costs, instead
of conserving them.

The passage of this bill would also protect
once and for all core areas of biodiversity in-
cluding Roadless Areas, the Ancient Forests
of the Pacific Northwest and over 100 speci-
fied areas spread throughout our Nation’s for-
est system.

The overwhelming majority of American
people support more environmental protection,
not less. The bill I introduce today is a giant
step forward fulfilling our obligation to protect
and leave for future generations the lands that
have been entrusted to us.
f

RECOGNITION OF ANNIE CHAU

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me today in commending
Annie Chau, a sophomore at San Mateo High
School and the recipient of the Congressional
Youth Excellence Award in the 12th Congres-
sional District of California.

Ms. Chau’s scholastic achievements are im-
pressive indeed. She has maintained a 4.0
grade point average while undertaking a chal-
lenging class schedule. Her academic
achievements include the San Mateo High
School McConville Award in Freshman Span-
ish, Golden State Exam Awards in first year
algebra, geometry, and chemistry, as well as
membership in the California Scholarship Fed-
eration. At San Mateo High School, she has
served as class treasurer, as well as a mem-
ber of the math team, Amnesty International,
the Interact Club, and the International Club.

In addition to her impressive academic
achievements, Ms. Chau has taken an active
role in community service. She is a member of
the San Mateo County Youth Commission, the
San Mateo County Volunteer Center Youth
Board, and the Foster City Youth Advisory
Committee. Furthermore, she volunteers her
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