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and enriched by the hard work done year after
year by ordinary volunteer citizens. Especially
in our inner city communities which suffer from
long public policy neglect, local grassroots
leaders provide invaluable service. These are
men and women who engage in activities
which generate hope. I salute all such heroes
and heroines as BEACONS-OF-HOPE.

Edena C. Gill is one of these BEACONS-
OF-HOPE residing in the central Brooklyn
community of New York City and New York
State. During the 1960’s, Ms. Gill became in-
volved in the Civil Rights Movement and was
motivated by such mentors as Jitu Weusi, Al
Vann and many others who were involved in
the Ocean Hill Brownsville fight. She even
worked with assemblyman Roger Green on
his first campaign.

Currently, she is a member-at-large of the
Thrugood Marshall Democratic Club; recording
secretary for the Central Brooklyn Martin Lu-
ther King Commission; member of the 100
Women for Major R. Owens; and member of
the First Baptist Church of Crown Heights.
Among her other affiliations, Ms. Gill is in-
volved with the National Association of Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club, Inc.
where she serves as President. Elena Gill also
became active with the Lefferts Avenue Moth-
ers, an offshoot of the Lefferts Avenue Block
Association. She joined the Melvin Walker
Democratic Club which later became part of
the Partners for Progress Democratic Club.

Married and a mother of two, sons Kyle and
Gary, Edena Gill has distinguished her life as
one of dedication to community, God and to
family.

Edena Gill is a BEACONS-OF-HOPE for
Central Brooklyn and for all Americans.
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to introduce legislation to provide Med-
icaid coverage for all certified nurse practition-
ers and clinical nurse specialists for services
they are legally authorized to perform.

Nurse practitioners provide vital primary
care services to the underserved populations
in our country. It is time we take full advan-
tage of the quality, cost-effective primary care
provided by nurse practitioners.

The legislation I am introducing would en-
able all nurse practitioners, regardless of spe-
cialty, to provide care to Medicaid recipients.
Currently, patients are able to access the care
of certain nurse practitioners such as family
and pediatric nurse practitioners, but others
such as adult and women’s health nurse prac-
titioners are not accessible.

Over 400 studies have confirmed that the
health care provided by nurse practitioners in
a variety of urban and rural primary care set-
tings is of the highest quality. Nurse practition-
ers are particularly capable to provide health
care to the indigent. Their educational pro-
grams emphasize the provision of care to pa-
tients who have limited financial resources. In
a national survey conducted by the American
Academy of Nurse Practitioners, over 60 per-
cent of the patients seen by these providers

had family incomes of less than $16,000 per
year. Nurse practitioners rate as high in finan-
cial efficiency as they do in consumer satisfac-
tion. Their ability to focus on preventative and
curative medical services contribute to the
quality as well as the cost-effectiveness of the
care they provide.

It is well known that a majority of our under-
served populations are located in rural and
inner city settings across the Nation. While
nurse practitioners are willing and able to pro-
vide services in these settings, not all nurse
practitioners are currently being reimbursed by
Medicaid for their services in these areas.

Nurse practitioners can play a central role in
achieving our national goal of providing qual-
ity, cost-efficient health care for all citizens. I
am hopeful this legislation will help to elimi-
nate disparities in access to care for rural and
inner city Medicaid populations by providing
direct reimbursement to nurse practitioners
and clinical nurse specialists who have proven
their ability to deliver quality care in a cost ef-
fective manner.
f

DEFEND THE RIGHT TO LIFE

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 7, 1997
Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to introduce a constitutional amendment for
the protection of the right to life. Tragically,
this most basic of human rights has been dis-
regarded, set aside, abused, spurned, and
sometimes altogether forgotten. Even more
tragically, the U.S. Government has been a
willing partner in this affair, and the sad con-
sequence is the sacrifice of something far
more important than just principle.

One of the things that sets America apart
from the rest of the world is the fact that in
this country, everyone is equal before the law.
Regardless of race, religion, or background,
each person has fundamental rights that are
guaranteed by the law. However, we too often
overlook the rights of perhaps the most vulner-
able among us—the unborn. When abortion is
legal and available on demand, then where
are the rights of the unborn? When abortion is
sanctioned and sometimes paid for by the
Government, then how do we measure the de-
gree to which life has been cheapened? When
an innocent life is taken before its time, then
how can one say that this is justice in Amer-
ica?

My amendment would establish beyond a
doubt the fundamental right to life. Congress
has an obligation to do what it has failed to do
for so long, fully protect the unborn. I urge this
body to move forward with this legislation to
put an end to a most terrible injustice.
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to introduce legislation to create the

Second National Blue Ribbon Commission to
Eliminate Waste in Government Act. This leg-
islation is similar to H.R. 217 from the 104th
Congress. Building upon the example set by
the Grace Commission in 1982–84, my legis-
lation creates an independent private sector
commission to help Congress eliminate Gov-
ernment waste.

The Grace Commission, officially estab-
lished as the President’s Private Sector on
Cost Control in the Federal Government, mar-
shaled the considerable private sector re-
sources of more than 2,000 business profes-
sionals at no cost to the taxpayers. After 2
years of investigating the Federal Government
for more cost-effective ways of doing the Na-
tion’s business, the Grace Commission deliv-
ered its final report to President Reagan in
1984. This effort yielded more than 2,000
commonsense, cost-cutting recommendations,
two-thirds of which have become law and
saved taxpayers nearly $450 billion. In addi-
tion, this commission helped establish the pri-
vate, nonpartisan organization known as Citi-
zens Against Government Waste.

Building upon that example, my legislation
establishes a commission to take several addi-
tional steps toward curbing waste in Govern-
ment. First, the commission would survey the
private sector for management and cost con-
trol methods to be used in the Federal Gov-
ernment. Second, the panel would conduct in-
depth reviews of executive branch operations.
Third, the panel would review and reevaluate
past reports by agencies such as the Con-
gressional Budget Office and the General Ac-
counting Office.

This 12-member commission would be ap-
pointed by the President and the bipartisan
leadership of Congress, with no more than six
members of the same political party. After the
thorough review, the commission would report
its findings and recommendations to Con-
gress. The commission’s finding would serve
as a basis for Congress to reduce waste and
streamline Government operations.

I hope that all my colleagues will join me to
promote greater fiscal responsibility and more
effective Government by cosponsoring this
legislation.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in commending Mr. William
Davidson, president and CEO of Guardian In-
dustries Corp., and managing partner of the
National Basketball Association’s Detroit Pis-
tons Basketball Club. Bill Davidson has made
a remarkable gift of $30 million to establish a
world-class business school at the Technion-
Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa. Mr.
Davidson’s great vision and philanthropy will
ensure that Israel will continue to develop and
expand its highly advanced technology-based
industries. Furthermore, the international busi-
ness community will gain an unparalleled re-
source in the study of management of tech-
nology.
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