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from local officials and the community, the
Clifton Heights Co. has emerged as a model
of excellence in fire fighting capability. Over
the years, the company has successfully pro-
cured only the best state of the art fire fighting
apparatus. Modern equipment combined with
excellence in training has resulted in a first
class company in which we can all take great
pride.

As a former volunteer fire chief and founder
of the Congressional Fire Services Caucus, I
know firsthand the dedication, determination,
and hard work associated with the fire fighting
profession. Yet, all to often we take for grant-
ed our local fire and emergency service per-
sonnel.

With this in mind, I want to thank the brave
men and women of the Clifton Heights Fire
Co. for all they have done over the past 100
years in making the community of Clifton
Heights a safer place to live. Congratulations
and I wish you luck in your next 100 years.
f
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
October 3, Mr. Pasquale ‘‘Pat’’ DiIanni will be
honored by the Passic County, NJ, Demo-
cratic committee at an event being held in
Hawthorne, NJ.

Mr. DiIanni was born in Paterson, NJ. He is
a longtime Clifton resident, having graduated
from Clifton public schools. He received his
bachelor and master degrees from Montclair
State College. He taught junior high school
science for several years. His love of the law
became evident when he received his law de-
gree from Rutgers Law School in 1957. He
subsequently maintained a law practice until
recently. Mr. DiIanni has served his commu-
nity well as an assistant prosecutor of Passaic
County and Pompton Lakes borough attorney.
His civic activities include work with the Clifton
Memorial Hospital Association and the Kiwanis
Clubs. He has held many Democratic Party
posts including Clifton coleader, Passaic
County Democratic Chairman and president of
the Passaic County Democratic Club.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. DiIanni is an outstanding
leader with a good sense of humor. He has a
great love and respect for his family and com-
munity. I am sure my colleagues will want to
join me as I extend best wishes and congratu-
lations to Pat DiIanni and his family; his wife,
Ludmilla; his children, Patricia, Denice, Diane,
Richard and David; and grandchildren, Re-
becca, Alden, Annaclair and Marcus who, ac-
cording to their grandfather, are potential
presidents of the United States someday.
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, on October 25,
1996, Vice Adm. Edward M. Straw, Supply
Corps, United States Navy, Director of the De-

fense Logistics Agency [DLA], will retire after
a distinguished military career of over 35
years. His accomplishments during that period
are many and significant, and the legacy he
leaves to the business of the Defense Depart-
ment is beyond comparison.

Vice Admiral Straw, a native of Marysville,
PA, in my congressional district, joined the
Navy Supply Corps upon commissioning from
the United States Naval Academy in 1961. As
he rose through the ranks, he served in nu-
merous challenging operational postings in the
United States and overseas, including three
sea duty assignments. In those progressively
more responsible positions, he honed his busi-
ness and logistics management skills and led
his supply forces in supporting improved readi-
ness at reduced cost at critical Navy com-
mands, such as on the U.S.S. Dwight D. Ei-
senhower (CVN–69) during its unprecedented
10 month deployment in the Persian Gulf.

Moving on to senior headquarters-level pol-
icy and execution responsibilities with great
impact Navywide, then-Captain Straw rose
from chief financial officer of Navy Supply Sys-
tems Command [NAVSUP], to director of sup-
ply policy and programs for the Chief of Naval
Operations [CNO], and finally to Vice Com-
mander of NAVSUP, attaining the rank of two-
star Rear Admiral. He pioneered the use of
commercial unit-costing techniques and other
innovative approaches which drove infrastruc-
ture savings exceeding $500 million per year.
He developed numerous supply support initia-
tives which contributed immensely to revital-
ized Navy combat preparedness, including
record high levels of sustained operational
readiness support during Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm.

With this record of innovative performance
and savings, he was selected in July 1992 to
become Director of DLA, DOD’s largest com-
bat support agency. Now a Vice Admiral, he
became responsible for providing worldwide
logistics support to American warfighters, nu-
merous federal agencies, and U.S. allies di-
recting over 50,000 civilian and military per-
sonnel at over 300 locations and managing a
budget of $14 billion per year. DLA acquires,
distributes, and arranges reutilization of the
vast majority of DOD’s supply system assets,
and also administers 377,000 contracts valued
at over $900 billion and involving over 24,000
contractors.

Vice Admiral Straw’s 4 years at DLA rep-
resent a watershed, not only for the agency,
but for public sector management. He thor-
oughly reengineered the agency’s structure,
processes, and leadership approach. He fo-
cused on the customers’ needs, changing
DLA’s strategy from one of buying, storing,
and delivering large inventories of items just in
case they are needed, to arranging cost-effec-
tive material sources that could deliver to the
warfighters when items are needed. He ac-
complished this by taking advantage of cost
saving market leverage and the benefits of
emerging technology. In both materiel man-
agement and contract administration, selected
functions have been privatized, modern busi-
ness techniques brought to bear, and high
quality partnerships with the country’s vast
supplier base fostered. Through these and
other efforts, the Agency has achieved sav-
ings or cost avoidances exceeding $10 billion
to date, with firm commitments to its
warfighting customers and the taxpayers for
$20 billion more over the next 7 years. In ad-

dition, DLA now provides more responsive
materiel deliveries and direct on-scene logis-
tics support to contingency and humanitarian
support forces wherever they go, including
Haiti and Bosnia.

Under Vice Admiral Straw’s leadership, DLA
has received a variety of prestigious awards,
including the Joint Meritorious Unit Medial
from Secretary of Defense William Perry. A
key DLA field activity became one of the first
two federal activities to win the Ford Founda-
tion/Harvard University ‘‘Innovations in Amer-
ican Government’’ award in 1995. As a result
of his exceptional performance at DLA, Vice
Admiral Straw was selected for additional duty
as Director of DOD’s Defense Performance
Review from June 1994 to August 1995 in
support of the National Performance Review.
He subsequently received the Defense Distin-
guished Service Medal from Secretary Perry in
recognition of his performance at DLA and the
DPR, and won the 1996 Founders Award from
the Society of Logistics Engineers.

Throughout his long and extraordinary ca-
reer, Vice Admiral Straw has continually intro-
duced new ideas wherever he was assigned,
achieved unprecedented performance break-
throughs, challenged his people to fulfill their
potential, and always left his organization bet-
ter prepared for the future. He has done so
again at DLA, and will be leaving behind an
Agency on the forefront of best business prac-
tices and frontline combat support. Upon his
impending retirement from active duty, the citi-
zens of Pennsylvania and the rest of this great
Nation are forever in his debt and wish him,
his wife Chris, and daughters Sylvana, Katie,
and Megan, good health, happiness, and
much success in the future.
f
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a very dear friend of mine, Dolo-
res Ann Nouhan who passed away on August
31, 1996. For 22 years, Dolores served as a
loyal, competent and devoted member of my
staff.

It was over two decades ago that I first met
Dolores Nouhan when I was serving in the
Michigan State Legislature. She had walked
into my office looking for a job, and because
of her great reputation and warm personality,
I hired her the day I met her. From day one,
Dolores acted with the highest degree of hon-
esty, integrity and loyalty. She immediately be-
came close friends with all of my family, in-
cluding my wife and three children who saw
Dolores as an extension of our family.

When I was elected to the Congress in
1976, I asked Dolores to leave her lifelong
home and join me in Washington, DC. Dolo-
res, being the dedicated and unselfish person
she was, said yes immediately. For the last
several years, Dolores served as my office
and business manager. She was responsible
for the day-to-day operations of the office, as
well as dealing with groups and individuals
who were coming to Washington for visits. I
have not met a person in this city who could
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