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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EWING). Pursuant to clause 5 of rule |
the Chair redesignates the time for fur-
ther proceedings on the two questions
postponed earlier today to a time later
today.

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DE-
PENDENTS ASSISTANCE ACT OF
1996

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of the Sen-
ate bill (S. 2101) to provide educational
assistance to the dependents of Federal
law enforcement officials who are
Killed or disabled in the performance of
their duties, and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
any objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, reserving the right to object,
and | shall not object, will the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. McCoLLuM]
explain the purpose of the request?

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. | yield
to the gentleman from Florida.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this
bill provides educational assistance to
spouses and children of officers who
have been Kkilled or disabled in the line
of duty; that is law enforcement offi-
cers.

This legislation is an attempt to give
some measure of comfort to Federal
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law enforcement officers so they can
know that if they are killed while in
the line of duty they will not have
failed in the duty to their family.

This legislation is limited to any
child under the age of 27, and depend-
ents can only receive educational bene-
fits for up to 45 months. The process
under this bill is simple. A dependent
submits an application to the Attorney
General and, subject to regulations
promulgated by the Attorney General,
a dependent is notified whether or not
he or she is eligible.

Many States already provide these
benefits to law enforcement officers,
and this bill extends the same protec-
tions to Federal law enforcement offi-
cers and their families.

That is the entire essence of it, and |
do not think it is controversial in any
way.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | thank the gentleman for his
explanation and | recognize that this
supports our Federal agents who have
died in the line of duty, and that this
protects their family and gives them
additional opportunity for education.

Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Speaker, 4 years ago, on
August 21, 1992, Deputy United States Mar-
shal William F. Degan lost his life in the per-
formance of his duty during the violent con-
frontation at Ruby Ridge, ID, between Federal
marshals and white separatist Randy Weaver.

While many intervening tragedies have
since captured the public’'s attentions, Bill is
well remembered in his hometown of Quincy,
Massachusetts, as a patriot who responded to
the call of duty, and a husband and father de-
voted to the family he left behind.

It is in recognition of his supreme sacrifice
that | joined with Senator SPECTER and Con-
gressman Fox in introducing this important
bill, which will provide educational assistance
to the dependents of Federal law enforcement
officials who are killed or disabled in the per-
formance of their duties.

Years ago, the Congress established an
educational assistance program for the survi-
vors and dependents of members of the
armed forces who are killed or disabled in the
line of duty. Surely the brave men and women
who put their lives on the line to ensure our
domestic tranquility deserve no less.

This legislation will ensure that Bill Degan’s
sons, William Jr. and Brian, and others in their
situation, are able to afford the kind of edu-
cation their parents would have wanted them
to have. It will be a fitting tribute to a man who
did so much to make our country a better and
safer place in which to live.

Mr. Speaker, thanks are in order to many
people who have made it possible for this bill
to reach the floor: to the chairman and ranking
member of the committee and the subcommit-
tee; to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Fox; to Senator SPECTER and his Senate co-
sponsors; and to the entire Massachusetts
delegation for their cosponsorship of this legis-
lation;

To President Clinton, who has indicated his
support for the bill and has always shown
such concern for the safety and well-being of
those whom it will benefit; and

To the men and women of the U.S. mar-
shals service and their colleagues throughout
the law enforcement community, who have
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