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She added, ‘“‘I'm sure about that.”

Mr. FEINGOLD. The climate de-
scribed in the article clearly is not one
that supports freedom of expression,
freedom of the press or freedom of asso-
ciation.

The events of July 27 underscore the
Government’s intention to foster a re-
pressive climate in the months leading
up to the 1997 parliamentary elections.

As the New York Times declared in a
recent editorial, ‘“This is no time to be
selling high-performance warplanes to
Indonesia.”

The administration says its policy is
“to make available to Indonesia mili-
tary equipment that will support le-
gitimate external defense needs.” At
the same time, the United States will
not export or transfer to Indonesia
small arms, crowd control equipment
or armored personnel carriers until we
have seen significant improvement in
human rights in the country, particu-
larly in East Timor.

Mr. President, I am pleased that the
Congress and the administration have
worked together to develop a policy
linking the sale of small arms to Indo-
nesia to its human rights record. This
policy evolved from an amendment
that I offered to the foreign aid appro-
priations bill several years ago.

But I believe that we are missing an
important opportunity to apply pres-
sure to the Indonesian regime by fail-
ing to impose comparable conditions
on the F-16 sale. In fact, in public
statements since congressional notifi-
cation was delayed, the administration
has not even mentioned human rights
or democratic values in connection
with the sale.

Instead, it continues to state pub-
licly that it intends to go through with
the sale as early as January.

I believe official advocacy of the F-16
sale sends the wrong message to the In-
donesian military. It sends the message
that—despite our concerns about the
lack of respect for human rights in
East Timor and despite the continued
failure of the Indonesian military to
respond substantively to these con-
cerns—the United States will continue
to supply substantial amounts of lethal
military equipment to Indonesia.

If the events of July 27 tell us noth-
ing else, they should signal to us that
Indonesia still has a long way to go in
terms of respect for human rights and
democratic values.

I believe that we should support
progress in these areas—only when real
progress actually is achieved. Instead,
within weeks of a major crackdown by
the Indonesian authorities, the admin-
istration persists in its plans to pro-
vide Indonesia with nine advanced
military planes.

I do not think now is the time to be
rewarding Indonesia with nine planes.
Only when we see some improvement
in Indonesia’s conduct should we be
elevating the level of our military ties
to the country.

In sum, I continue to believe that—in
Indonesia, as elsewhere—we must con-
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sider a military’s human rights record
as one of the determining factors in de-
ciding whether or not the U.S. Govern-
ment should license or facilitate a for-
eign arms sale.

As a result, I oppose the administra-
tion’s plans to allow the transfer of the
F-16’s to Indonesia at this time, or in
the near future, and I intend to work
with a number of other Members of the
Senate who share that view to per-
suade the administration that a change
in policy is warranted here.

Mr. GRAHAM addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida is recognized.

(The remarks of Mr. GRAHAM per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2121
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

———

HONORING THE ZOLLER’S ON
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America.
The data are undeniable: Individuals
from strong families contribute to the
society. In an era when nearly half of
all couples married today will see their
union dissolve into divorce, I believe it
is both instructive and important to
honor those who have taken the com-
mitment of ‘‘till death us do part’ seri-
ously, demonstrating successfully the
timeless principles of love, honor, and
fidelity. These characteristics make
our country strong.

For these important reasons, I rise
today to honor Bill and Mable Zoller of
Billings, MO, who on September 22, 1996
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. My wife, Janet, and I look for-
ward to the day we can celebrate a
similar milestone. Bill and Mable’s
commitment to the principles and val-
ues of their marriage deserves to be sa-
luted and recognized.

————

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR
BENNETT JOHNSTON

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, with
the scheduled adjournment of the 104th
Congress quickly approaching, I want-
ed to say a few words about a very ac-
complished legislator who, unfortu-
nately, will not be returning to this
body next January: Senator BENNETT
JOHNSTON.

I was saddened to hear of his decision
to retire at the conclusion of this Con-
gress, and I know he will be missed by
his colleagues as well as his constitu-
ents in Louisiana. Senator JOHNSTON
does not depart, however, without leav-
ing a significant legacy of accomplish-
ment. He is a skilled negotiator, and
has demonstrated a tremendous ability
to navigate the tumultuous legislative
waters, even when faced with the most
difficult obstacles.

I had the privilege of working closely
with Senator JOHNSTON while I served
on the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee with him during my first
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term as a Senator. As chairman of the
Energy Committee, and now ranking
member, Senator JOHNSTON has been a
leading advocate of a comprehensive
national energy strategy. Under his
leadership, Congress passed the land-
mark 1992 Energy Policy Act, which
promoted increased conservation, in-
creased competition in the wholesale
electricity markets, and encouraged
additional development of domestic
sources of energy. With this country
now importing more than 50 percent of
the oil we consume every year, Senator
JOHNSTON has been fully committed to
developing new domestic sources of en-
ergy to help reduce our dependence on
foreign oil.

Senator JOHNSTON has also addressed
a myriad of other energy-related issues
during his distinguished Senate career.
He shepherded deregulation of the nat-
ural gas industry through the Con-
gress; he helped defeat the ill-con-
ceived Btu tax; and he has been a lead-
ing advocate of maintaining our Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve, an important
investment in protecting our Nation’s
energy supply from disruption.

Senator JOHNSTON’s work in the Sen-
ate has not been limited to energy
issues. I have also had the privilege of
serving with the Senator on the Budget
Committee, where he has served with
great distinction. As the past chair-
man, and now ranking member, of the
Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Subcommittee, Senator
JOHNSTON has demonstrated a strong
commitment to developing and main-
taining our Nation’s water resources,
an issue of great importance to West-
ern States like North Dakota. Senator
JOHNSTON has also been a leading advo-
cate of maintaining an adequate B-52
bomber fleet, our most cost-effective,
reliable, and only battle-tested bomb-
er.
Mr. President, Senator JOHNSTON will
be long-remembered as an extremely
capable and responsible public servant,
who addressed issues with a zeal few
can bring to this body. All in public life
owe Senator JOHNSTON a debt of grati-
tude for his tremendous contributions,
and I wish the senior Senator from
Louisiana all the best in his future en-
deavors, no matter what path he choos-
es to follow upon departing this body.

———

HONORING WALTER DROSKIE

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, last
Wednesday night, as I looked around
the Russell Caucus Room at the many
wonderful people that have served on
my staff these past 18 years, I was
filled with pride. I will always remem-
ber the loyalty and hard work of my
staff—the greatest in the Senate.
Today I would like to honor one such
staffer, Walter Edwin Droskie.

Walter Droskie is retiring at the end
of the 104th Congress after 35 years as
a Senate employee, serving 6 senators
over the years. In 1962, Senator Patrick
McNamara from Michigan, was the
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