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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
SAXTON] that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 2679.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE REFORM ACT OF 1996

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2941) to improve the quantity and
quality of the quarters of land manage-
ment agency field employees, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2941

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-
TENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““National Park Service Administrative
Reform Act of 1996”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.

Sec. 2. National Park Service Housing Improve-
ment Act.

Sec. 3. Minor boundary revision authority.

Sec. 4. Authorization for certain park facilities
to be located outside of units of
the National Park System.

Sec. 5. Elimination of unnecessary congressional
reporting requirements.

Sec. 6. Senate confirmation of the Director of
the National Park Service.

Sec. 7. National Park System Advisory Board
authorization.

Sec. 8. Challenge cost-share agreement author-
ity.

Sec. 9. Cost recovery for damage to national
park resources.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HOUSING IM-

PROVEMENT ACT.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section
are—

(1) to develop where necessary an adequate
supply of quality housing units for field em-
ployees of the National Park Service within
a reasonable time frame;

(2) to expand the alternatives available for
construction and repair of essential govern-
ment housing;

(3) to rely on the private sector to finance
or supply housing in carrying out this sec-
tion, to the maximum extent possible, in
order to reduce the need for Federal appro-
priations;

(4) to provide increased opportunities for
the ownership of housing by field employees,
together with the equity and tax benefits as-
sociated with home ownership;
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(5) to ensure that adequate funds are avail-
able to provide for long-term maintenance
needs of field employee housing; and

(6) to eliminate unnecessary government
housing and locate such housing as is re-
quired in a manner such that primary re-
source values are not impaired.

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—To0 enhance the
ability of the Secretary of the Interior (here-
inafter in this section referred to as ‘“‘the
Secretary’’), acting through the Director of
the National Park Service, to effectively
manage units of the National Park System,
the Secretary is authorized where necessary
and justified to make available employee
housing, on or off the lands under the admin-
istrative jurisdiction of the National Park
Service, and to rent or lease such housing to
field employees of the National Park Service
at rates based on the reasonable value of the
housing in accordance with requirements ap-
plicable under section 5911 of title 5, United
States Code.

(c) REVIEW AND REVISION OF HOUSING CRI-
TERIA.—Upon the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall review and revise the exist-
ing criteria under which housing is provided
to employees of the National Park Service.
The review and revision shall include consid-
eration of the following criteria:

(1) Required occupancy (whether and under
what circumstances the National Park Serv-
ice requires, as a condition of employment,
that an employee live at a particular site or
in a specific geographic area). For each in-
stance in which occupancy is required, full
consideration shall be given to the concept
of adequate response time.

(2) Availability and adequacy of non-Fed-
eral housing in the geographic area, includ-
ing consideration of the degree of isolation
(the time and distance that separate other
potential housing from the workplace of a
National Park Service employee).

(3) Category of employment (seasonal or
permanent).

(d) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—A report de-
tailing the results of the revisions required
by subsection (c) shall be submitted to the
Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate
not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act. The report shall in-
clude justifications for keeping, or for
changing, each of the criteria or factors used
by the Department of the Interior with re-
gard to the provision of housing to employ-
ees of the National Park Service.

(e) REVIEW OF CONDITION OF AND COSTS RE-
LATING TO HOUSING.—Using the revised cri-
teria developed under subsection (c), the Sec-
retary shall undertake a review, for each
unit of the National Park System, of exist-
ing government-owned housing provided to
employees of the National Park Service. The
review shall include an assessment of the
physical condition of such housing and the
suitability of such housing to effectively
carry out the missions of the Department of
the Interior and the National Park Service.
For each unit of such housing, the Secretary
shall determine whether the unit is needed
and justified. The review shall include esti-
mates of the cost of bringing each such unit
that is needed and justified into usable con-
dition that meets all applicable legal hous-
ing requirements or, if the unit is deter-
mined to be obsolete but is still warranted to
carry out the missions of the Department of
the Interior and the National Park Service,
the cost of replacing the unit.

(f) AUTHORIZATION FOR HOUSING AGREE-
MENTS.—For those units of the National
Park System for which the review required
by subsections (c) and (e) has been com-
pleted, the Secretary is authorized, pursuant
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to the authorities contained in this Act and
subject to the appropriation of necessary
funds in advance, to enter into housing
agreements with housing entities under
which such housing entities may develop,
construct, rehabilitate, or manage housing,
located on or off public lands, for rent or
lease to National Park Service employees
who meet the housing eligibility criteria de-
veloped by the Secretary pursuant to this
Act.

(g) JOINT PUBLIC-PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING
PROGRAMS.—

(1) LEASE TO BUILD PROGRAM.—Subject to
the appropriation of necessary funds in ad-
vance, the Secretary may—

(A) lease Federal land and interests in land
to qualified persons for the construction of
field employee quarters for any period not to
exceed 50 years; and

(B) lease developed and undeveloped non-
Federal land for providing field employee
quarters.

(2) COMPETITIVE LEASING.—Each lease
under paragraph (1)(A) shall be awarded
through the use of publicly advertised, com-
petitively bid, or competitively negotiated
contracting procedures, except that a lease
to a field employee housing cooperative may
be awarded noncompetitively if construction
on the leased land is then competitively bid
or competitively negotiated.

(3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Each
under paragraph (1)(A)—

(A) shall stipulate whether operation and
maintenance of field employee quarters is to
be provided by the lessee, field employees or
the Federal Government;

(B) shall require that the construction and
rehabilitation of field employee quarters be
done in accordance with the requirements of
the National Park Service and local applica-
ble building codes and industry standards;

(C) shall contain such additional terms and
conditions as may be appropriate to protect
the Federal interest, including limits on
rents the lessee may charge field employees
for the occupancy of quarters, conditions on
maintenance and repairs, and agreements on
the provision of charges for utilities and
other infrastructure; and

(D) may be granted at less than fair mar-
ket value if the Secretary determines that
such lease will improve the quality and
availability of field employee quarters avail-
able.

(4) CONTRIBUTIONS BY UNITED STATES.—The
Secretary may make payments, subject to
appropriations, or contributions in kind ei-
ther in advance of or on a continuing basis
to reduce the costs of planning, construc-
tion, or rehabilitation of quarters on or off
Federal lands under a lease under this sub-
section.

(5) THIRD PARTY PARTICIPATION.—A lease
under this subsection may include provision
for participation by a third party, when
third party presence is needed or required,
and approved by the Secretary.

(h) RENTAL GUARANTEE PROGRAM.—

(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to the
appropriation of necessary funds in advance,
the Secretary may enter into a lease to build
arrangement as set forth in subsection (g)
with further agreement to guarantee the oc-
cupancy of field employee quarters con-
structed or rehabilitated under such lease. A
guarantee made under this subsection shall
be in writing.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary may not
guarantee—

(A) the occupancy of more than 75 percent
of the units constructed or rehabilitated
under such lease; and

(B) at a rental rate that exceeds the rate
based on the reasonable value of the housing
in accordance with requirements applicable
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