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2 Assessed proposed penalty of $100,000 or more for 

safety and health violations. 
3 The GAO could not determine the parent com-

pany headquarters, but the location where the viola-
tion occurred is provided. 

Source: General Accounting Office.∑ 
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LOUIS ELIAS, GABRIEL W. 
KASSAB, AND WILLIAM H. MOR-
GAN—THE MARCH OF DIMES 1996 
FAMILY OF THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on 
September 25, 1996, the March of Dimes 
will honor Elias Brothers Restaurants 
executives Louis Elias, Gabriel W. 
Kassab, and William H. Morgan as the 
recipients of the 1996 Family of the 
Year Award. Established in 1993, this 
award is presented annually to a fam-
ily whose outstanding commitment 
and support of the March of Dimes de-
serves recognition. And without ques-
tion, these three members of the Elias 
Brothers family are duly deserving of 
this honor. 

Louis Elias, founder and chairman of 
the board of Elias Brothers Res-
taurants, has a distinguished past as a 
community servant. After 4 years as a 
city councilman, Mr. Elias served as 
mayor of Hazel Park from 1953 to 1961. 
He has also received the highest honor 
of knight commander in the Order of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch and was also 
knighted into the most exclusive phil-
anthropic organization in the world, 
the Knights of Malta, in December 1982. 

Gabriel Kassab, president of Elias 
Brothers Restaurants, has for years 
dedicated his time and energies to 
helping others. He has served as a 
member of the executive board of the 
Detroit Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, president of St. George Or-
thodox Church, president of the Michi-
gan and National Restaurant Associa-
tions, and as a member of the advisory 
board of Southfield’s Providence 
Hospital. 

William Morgan, senior executive 
vice president of Elias Brothers Res-
taurants and Big Boy International, 
also has a distinguished list of public 
service efforts to his credit. He is past 
president of the Greater Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce and the Clinton 
Valley Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and past chairman of the 
Rochester Crittenton Hospital Develop-
ment Council. Mr. Morgan today sits 
on the executive board of the Michigan 
State University Development Council. 

All three of these men have remained 
dedicated over the years to the gen-
erous support of the efforts of the 
March of Dimes. The Elias Brothers 
family has committed itself to the 
cause of preventing birth defects, and 
with the extraordinary contributions 
of Louis Elias, Gabriel Kassab, and Wil-
liam Morgan, our country has moved 
that much closer to the realization of 
this noble and important goal. On this 
special occasion, I offer my congratula-
tions to each of these civic leaders and 
to the March of Dimes. I also offer my 
thanks, on behalf of the entire State of 
Michigan, for the countless number of 
children’s lives they have touched.∑ 

THE DRIVE-THROUGH DELIVERIES 
AMENDMENT 

∑ Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I want 
to take a moment to say how pleased I 
am that the Senate yesterday passed 
an amendment offered by my col-
league, Senator BRADLEY, that will en-
sure that mothers and their newborn 
babies get appropriate care before 
being discharged from the hospital. 

Senator BRADLEY’s amendment 
would curb the alarming trend toward 
rushing new mothers and babies out of 
the hospital nearly immediately. Many 
health insurers are requiring new 
mothers and their newborn babies to be 
discharged from the hospital as early 
as 8 to 24 hours after delivery. This 
problem is particularly pressing and 
growing in the western United States, 
where 74 percent of the women who 
gave birth without complications were 
sent home within 24 hours of delivery, 
a sharp increase from the 54-percent 
figure in 1991. This trend toward short-
er hospital stays is putting the health 
of babies and their mothers at risk. 

Under Senator BRADLEY’s amend-
ment, insurance companies would be 
required to pay for a minimum 48-hour 
stay for mother and child for a vaginal 
delivery and a minimum 96-hour stay 
for a caesarean section. This is the 
amount of time that has long been rec-
ommended by medical profession 
guidelines, and this amendment is sup-
ported by the American College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecologists. 

I received a letter last year from a 
North Dakota grandmother whose in-
fant grandson became seriously ill 
shortly after being quickly discharged 
from the hospital. Within hours of 
being sent home, these young parents 
had to rush their child back to the hos-
pital with a 102-degree temperature. 
Fortunately, that little boy is now OK, 
but as you can imagine, this was a very 
frightening, and potentially life- 
threatening, experience. 

I thought the questions this grand-
mother asked really got to the heart of 
this issue, and I want to read a bit of 
her letter. She wrote, ‘‘How much 
longer is the almighty dollar going to 
be the deciding factor in our children’s 
lives? Since when do insurance com-
pany executives and accountants know 
more about life and death matters than 
medical people?’’ 

Our country can no longer afford to 
let money, rather than the health 
needs of mothers and babies, be our 
paramount concern. Physicians and 
parents, not insurance bureaucrats, 
should be the ones deciding when 
mother and child are ready to go home. 

We do need to control health care 
costs, but we cannot lose sight of the 
fact that providing high quality health 
care should be our top priority. And 
since one recent study has found that 
infants discharged less than 48 hours 
after delivery face a 70-percent higher 
chance that they will require an emer-
gency room visit, which is one of the 
most expensive settings for care. I be-
lieve this amendment will actually 

help reduce health care costs in the 
long run. 

Again, I want to thank Senator 
BRADLEY for his leadership in bringing 
this issue to a vote, and I am glad to 
lend my support as a cosponsor to his 
effort.∑ 
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DR. RAYMOND M. CONTESTI—THE 
MARCH OF DIMES’ 1996 ALEX-
ANDER MACOMB CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on 
September 25, 1996 the March of Dimes 
will honor Clintondale Community 
School District Superintendent Dr. 
Raymond M. Contesti as its 1996 Alex-
ander Macomb Citizen of the Year. Es-
tablished in 1984, this award is pre-
sented annually to ‘‘deserving individ-
uals who have demonstrated out-
standing contributions and commit-
ment to improving the quality of life in 
his/her community, the county, and 
the State of Michigan.’’ 

It would be difficult, if not impos-
sible, to find a community servant 
more deserving of this recognition. In 
addition to his duties as super-
intendent, Dr. Contesti is currently 
president of the board of trustees of the 
Mount Clemens General Hospital, a 
member of the board of directors of 
M.C.G. Telesis, and a member of the 
Macomb/St. Clair Private Industry 
Council. In previous years he has held 
a number of civic posts within Clinton 
Township, including service on the 
board of trustees, zoning board of ap-
peals, parks and recreation committee, 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, plan-
ning commission, civic center com-
mittee, and much more. 

Dr. Contesti’s dedication to public 
service has been recognized by numer-
ous local institutions. In 1994, the Clin-
ton Valley Boy Scouts named him 
their distinguished citizen of the year. 
In 1995, the M.C.G. Foundation named 
Dr. Contesti their citizen of the year. 

Continuing in this trend, in 1996 Dr. 
Contesti will again be commended as 
citizen of the year, by an equally 
worthwhile institution, the March of 
Dimes. For his selfless commitment to 
his fellow citizens Raymond Contesti is 
more than deserving of the accolades 
that come his way. I salute him for his 
public service, and applaud the March 
of Dimes for choosing such a deserving 
figure on whom to bestow this honor.∑ 
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IN HONOR OF KITE SOCIETY OF 
WISCONSIN WEEK 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, it gives me 
great pleasure to announce that this 
year the 18th annual Frank Mots Me-
morial Kite Festival will be held on 
September 14 in Milwaukee, WI. Kite 
flying is one of the most beautiful and 
relaxing hobbies around. Many of us 
can still remember when we were chil-
dren, building our first kite and watch-
ing with excitement as it became air-
borne. Today children of all ages can 
experience this thrill again during Kite 
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Society of Wisconsin Week, which will 
take place the week of September 9–15, 
1996. 

Frank Mots was a kite flying enthu-
siast, and it was in his memory that 
the Kite Society of Milwaukee was cre-
ated in 1976. The festival that bears his 
name was founded in 1978 and has 
drawn people from around the country 
every year. I invite everyone to cele-
brate this event on September 14 and 
take some time out to enjoy the simple 
pleasures of kite flying. The Frank 
Mots Memorial Kite Festival has some-
thing for everyone, and I am proud of 
the Kite Society’s accomplishments.∑ 
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JEANNE O. BUSSE—THE MARCH OF 
DIMES’ 1996 ALEXANDER 
MACOMB CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on 
September 25, 1996, the March of Dimes 
will honor community activist Jeanne 
O. Busse as its 1996 Alexander Macomb 
Citizen of the Year. Established in 1984, 
this award is presented annually to 
‘‘deserving individuals who have dem-
onstrated outstanding contributions 
and commitment to improving the 
quality of life in his/her community, 
the county, and the State of Michi-
gan.’’ 

As a community servant, Jeanne 
Busse has fulfilled this criteria and 
then some. The litany of positions Mrs. 
Busse has held over the years is sur-
passed only by the list of awards that 
have been showered upon her. Her 
years of commitment to her church, 
St. Anne Parish in Warren, includes a 
stint as president of the Council of 
Catholic Women for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. Her involvement with the Boy 
and Girl Scouts of America spans more 
than six decades, and just a small sam-
ple of the other civic organizations in 
which she has served include the 
United Community Services, Warren 
Friends of the Public Library, Michi-
gan Cultural Commission, and the War-
ren Consolidated Schools Board of Edu-
cation. 

Mrs. Busse’s exceptional good deeds 
have garnered her recognition as the 
Warren Jaycees Woman of the Year 
and the Macomb County Council for 
the Arts Volunteer of the Year. Some 
of her other awards include: the Coun-
cil of Catholic Women/Archdiocese of 
Detroit Beatrice Zilly Award, the War-
ren Consolidated Schools Honorary 
Scholastic Letter Award, the United 
Community Services Tracey McGregor 
Volunteer Award, and the James 
Coughlin Award for Service to Scout-
ing, to name just a few. In addition, 
‘‘For Service to the Citizens of Warren, 
Michigan,’’ Busse Park has been estab-
lished and named in her honor. 

For her selfless commitment to her 
fellow citizens Jeanne Busse is more 
than deserving of the accolades that 
come her way. I salute her for her pub-
lic service, and applaud the March of 
Dimes for choosing such a deserving 
figure on whom to bestow this honor.∑ 

THE NEWBORNS AND MOTHERS 
HEALTH PROTECTION ACT 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, yes-
terday, by unanimous vote, the Senate 
passed the Newborns and Mothers 
Health Protection Act as an amend-
ment to the VA–HUD appropriations 
bill. There is no more important issue 
before this Congress than the health of 
mothers and their newborns, and so I 
applaud the Senate. This amendment is 
vital. I want to express my pride in 
being a cosponsor, and my thanks to 
Senator BRADLEY and Senator FRIST 
for all of their hard work. 

This amendment will require health 
insurers to allow moms and their 
newborns to stay in the hospital for a 
minimum of 48 hours after a normal de-
livery and 96 hours after a cesarean 
section, unless the mother and her at-
tending health care provider decide a 
shorter stay is in the child’s best inter-
est. 

I sent a letter, along with Senator 
SNOWE of Maine, to Senator Dole back 
on May 1 of this year, asking for a vote 
on this bill. That letter was signed by 
all the women Senators, from both par-
ties. I am glad we have finally had a 
debate and approved this language. 

This amendment has many cospon-
sors from both sides of the aisle, and 
has the support of numerous organiza-
tions from around the country. These 
organizations represent the broad 
range of health care providers that 
work with mothers, newborns, and the 
full range of their health concerns. 
There are experts from every corner of 
the country who will attest to the im-
portance of this amendment, and as 
Senator BRADLEY has noted, more than 
80,000 Americans have sent in letters 
asking us to pass this legislation, be-
cause they know it can mean the dif-
ference between life and death for a 
loved one. 

Protecting mothers and their infants 
is the right thing to do, and is overdue. 
Many States already provide these pro-
tections, and hospitals such as Tacoma 
General in my State are already allow-
ing these decisions to be made by the 
mother and her care provider, which is 
the way it should be. 

We know from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention that hos-
pital stays for new mothers decreased 
by almost half between 1970 and 1992— 
from 3.9 days to 2.1 days. We know the 
length of stay has continued to de-
crease, and is now about 24 hours after 
normal delivery. We know there can be 
serious health complications within 
the first 48 hours even after a normal 
delivery. Most important, we know 
these decisions should be in the hands 
of the mother and her attending health 
care provider. 

I am glad the Senate has taken this 
action, and I think it is a good first 
step toward improving the health of in-
fants and other children in this 
country. 

We need to give all newborns every 
advantage possible. In my mind, a 
healthy start on life is a good start on 
life.∑ 

EXPANSION OF THE FARMINGTON 
FAMILY YMCA 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate the grand open-
ing on October 12, 1996, of the expanded 
Farmington Family YMCA. On this 
day, an organization with a record of 
community service spanning more than 
three decades will open the doors of a 
new 15,000 square foot facility to the 
families of Novi, West Bloomfield, 
Farmington, and Farmington Hills. 

Chartered in 1965, the Farmington 
Area YMCA has over 4,200 members and 
more than 30,000 users annually. The 
completed expansion, for which all con-
struction funds were raised privately, 
includes a second swimming pool to 
service physically challenged individ-
uals. The new facility is also better 
equipped to aid the rehabilitation ef-
forts of patients participating in an ex-
isting partnership program with Provi-
dence, Botsford General, and Sinai Hos-
pitals. 

This institution can truly be charac-
terized as a family serving YMCA. 
While it currently provides all 
latchkey programs for students in the 
Farmington and Farmington Hills 
school districts, the YMCA can now 
offer greater babysitting and child care 
services in addition to a special ‘‘Kids 
Zone.’’ Not only will families benefit 
from the expansion; the State of Michi-
gan recently awarded the city of Farm-
ington Hills a special grant to initiate 
a collaborative program with the 
YMCA and the Farmington public 
schools to serve the needs of young 
teens to assist in a community wide ef-
fort to prevent juvenile delinquency. 

Finally, while expanding the physical 
structure provides the space to imple-
ment these programs, without the dedi-
cation of the exceptional volunteers in-
volved with the YMCA, the completion 
of this ambitious project would have 
been impossible. Their efforts truly are 
commendable, and on this upcoming 
October 12 I salute these community 
servants and congratulate the families 
of the Farmington area on the many 
years of enjoyment they will receive 
from their expanded YMCA.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE CHEMICAL MOR-
TAR BATTALION OF THE 3D 
ARMY 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
want to take a moment to pay tribute 
to a group of very special people. Dur-
ing the last weekend in this month of 
September, the 91st Chemical Mortar 
Battalion of the 3d Army will be cele-
brating their 51st reunion in the fine 
town of Wheeling in my State of West 
Virginia. These men gather each year 
in their respective States to celebrate 
their outstanding efforts in the Second 
World War. 

While this Nation has many fine he-
roes from those years, these men are 
very unique because they are part of 
the Allied Forces who served under 
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