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we caught them with the reality that
they are reducing the level of expendi-
tures for the veterans of this country
by at least $13 billion, decimating our
commitment to the veterans.

As our President is prone to say, we
do not want to violate our values. Our
values are very simple: Protect the vet-
erans of America. Live up to your com-
mitment. We do not want to violate
that value. But I will suggest that the
reality of it now is that the President
violates that value. But he almost got
away with it, with nobody understand-
ing it—except for this amendment
today, which clearly now says it, and
even the Democrats understand. They
understand veterans is cut enough that
they want to raise taxes to pay for it.

Now, they were not saying they were
cutting veterans just 4 or 5 days ago
because, obviously, they just wanted to
say Republicans were cutting programs
to get to balance. There is a nice little
gimmick. The President called it a
‘‘trigger.’’ The problem is that the trig-
ger would not work on the floor, be-
cause if you have to use CBO econom-
ics, and not the President’s choice of
economics, then you have to pull the
trigger, and they did that and they put
a giant plug in their budget. That plug,
so everybody will know, is a big whop-
ping plug. It is $32 billion in tax cuts
that have to be sunsetted. So we raise
taxes $32 billion after having cut them.
That is the first thing in the plug. We
add Medicare cuts of $13 billion, and
the President adds spectrum fees of $6
billion. This is kind of the cornucopia
of solving budget problems. Spectrum
fee. Mr. President, $38 billion is in the
budget. This says $6.6 billion more to
get to the balance of the President and
the balance the distinguished minority
manager put before the Senate.

And then is the big ticket item: dis-
cretionary cuts of $67 billion are in this
new plug. Pull the trigger and expose
the reality and there sits a plug, with-
out which you cannot balance the
budget. And $67 billion of that is in the
discretionary programs, such as veter-
ans. And we are trying to fix veterans
with this amendment. We do it very
simply, very simply. We say, we think
veterans ought to get this $13 billion
because we have a high value on our re-
lationship to veterans. We think the
welfare program of the country could
be reduced by $13 billion to pay for it.
Reduce welfare and turn it into
workfare. And even at that, we have
not reduced welfare to the extent that
the bipartisan welfare reform that
cleared this place would have.

So, in summary, we have now ex-
posed the reality of the President’s
budget. We have exposed the reality of
it. He did not want anybody to know
that, to really get to balance, we need-
ed $124 billion, and we now have that
before the Senate—a piece of it before
us. Do you want to increase taxes to
take care of our veterans? Or do you
want to reduce welfare to take care of
our veterans?

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. EXON. I yield 1 minute to the
Senator from North Dakota.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, Will
Rogers once said, ‘‘It’s not what he
knows that bothers me; it’s what he
says he knows for sure that just ain’t
so.’’

Two points: No. 1, the President’s
budget proposes more in discretionary
spending than the Republican budget.
There is no debate about that, and
there is no amount of bluster on this
floor that can change that.

No. 2, this is not about tax increases.
The fact is, if this is a song with unlim-
ited verses—tax increases, I guess—we
spend $2.2 billion to pay companies to
shut their American plants and move
them overseas. How about shutting
that down and using the money in a
constructive way? Two men from Flor-
ida did a study that says we lose $40
billion a year by foreign corporations
doing business in America that do not
pay taxes here, and 73 percent of the
foreign corporations doing business in
America pay zero taxes.

To close tax loopholes is somehow in-
creasing taxes? No. We are talking
about big, fat, juicy tax breaks for
some of the biggest enterprises in the
world, and we are talking about closing
them. Is there anything wrong with
that? I do not think so.

Mr. MCCAIN. Will the Senator from
North Dakota yield?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to be recognized for
1 minute to acknowledge the departure
of a truly great American.

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that this time not be
charged to either side, as we have been
doing all afternoon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arizona is recog-
nized.
f

THE PASSING OF ADM. MIKE
BOORDA

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I cannot
begin to express how terribly saddened
I am by the news of Adm. Mike
Boorda’s death this afternoon. My
heart goes out to his wife, Bettie, and
his children, Anna, Eddie, Bobby, and
David. I pray that God’s love, and the
memory of a wonderful husband and fa-
ther will comfort them in this moment
of profound grief.

Mike Boorda was my friend of more
than 20 years. He was an exceptional
American, the first enlisted man to
head the world’s greatest Navy. He
dedicated his entire adult life to the se-
curity of our country. He was a great
sailor who loved the Navy beyond
measure. He honored the uniform he
was so proud to wear and the country
he served so well. Most of all, I am
grateful for the honor he did me by
blessing me with his friendship. We all
shall miss him very much.

May God grant him the eternal peace
he deserves.

I yield the floor.
f

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the concurrent resolution.

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, I think we
should alert all—and I believe the man-
agers of the bill would agree—that we,
most likely, will start voting in about
5 minutes, is that right?

Mr. DOMENICI. Yes. Would the Sen-
ator mind if the first vote is 15 min-
utes, to be immediately followed by a
10-minute vote?

Mr. EXON. No. Let the RECORD show
as the Senator from New Mexico indi-
cated. We are going to start voting in
about 5 minutes. The first vote will be
a 15-minute vote, immediately follow-
ing, without any intervention, by a
vote on the amendment offered by the
Senator from Missouri, and that will be
a 10-minute vote.

Mr. President, let me wind up briefly
within the time I have left. I just find
it a little bit odd that the Senator from
New Mexico and the Senator from Mis-
souri continue to complain that the
discretionary numbers in the Presi-
dent’s budget are too low. This has
been mentioned by other Senators in
debate, and I had this written down be-
cause I wanted to comment on it in
closing.

Mr. President, if the President’s ap-
propriated savings are steep, then the
Republican appropriations savings are
positively cataclysmic. That is the
point. Over the 6 years of the budget,
the Republican budget cuts $65 billion
more from appropriations than does
the President. And in the final year of
the budget, 2002, the Republicans cut
$13 billion more in appropriated spend-
ing in that 1 year than does the Presi-
dent.

The Senator from Missouri knows
that the Appropriations Committee
will distribute those cuts—not this res-
olution. Indeed, neither the Republican
budget, nor a Republican budget of any
kind, contains program-by-program de-
tail for appropriated accounts. The
fairest comparison of appropriations in
the outyears, therefore, is to compare
totals of spending levels.

If I need additional time to close, I
take it off of the time I have on the
amendment.

In sum and in closing, the Repub-
licans want to cut projected spending
on the very poorest in the Nation. We
want to plug some corporate loopholes
that have been alluded to here and
some specifics, and there are many
more. We agree. We want to honor our
veterans. That is the reason for this
Democratic amendment. The real ques-
tion is whether we want to protect the
disabled kids or the corporations who
are moving jobs overseas.

Mr. President, I yield any remaining
time that I have. I believe the Chair
will confirm that we have previously
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