January 4, 1996

Federal Government are closed. Spend-
ing authority is suspended for 9 Cabi-
net departments and 38 agencies, com-
missions, and boards, which have re-
sponded by closing virtually all func-
tions.

Prior to 1982, the Federal Govern-
ment had never closed. This is now the
12th closing in 14 years. Recall that the
British arrived in Washington in 1814.
They burnt the White House. They
burnt the Capitol. We still did not close
down the Federal Government. In the
1930’s, in the midst of the worst depres-
sion we have ever had, we kept the
Federal Government open. We now
have an army in the Balkans. They de-
serve a better example.

One critical service forced to close is
the Passport Office of the Department
of State. Last night, the Senate passed
a continuing resolution attached to
H.R. 1643 and the majority leader’s
back-to-work bill, S. 1508. Both of these
measures would reopen our passport of-
fices. But, apparently, the House may
balk at approving these eminently rea-
sonable and logical measures. Accord-
ingly, | rise to introduce legislation to
reopen the Passport Office. Last year
5.3 million Americans applied for pass-
ports. This year the agency expects a
record 5.6 million applications. Today,
the Washington Post reports that the
Government closing has created a
backlog of 200,000 passport applica-
tions. This is no way to begin a record-
breaking year at the Passport Office.

Speaking of the backlog of passport
applications is perhaps too callous. All
of these applications were submitted
by citizens who expect that the Federal
Government will provide them with a
passport so they can travel to other
countries to conduct business, study,
visit family and friends, and vacation.
Two hundred and fifty constituents
have contacted my office seeking as-
sistance; however, the passport office
will only issue passports in cases con-
sidered life or death emergencies. One
man was unable to attend his daugh-
ter’'s wedding in London because his
passport had expired and could not be
renewed. Another who is employed
abroad fears losing his job if he cannot
get his passport renewed. For years, we
badgered the Soviet Union to grant
more passports to its citizens. Now we
are denying them to our own.

Article 12 of the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights,
ratified by the U.S. Senate on April 2,
1992, recognizes that ‘“‘Everyone shall
be free to leave any country, including
his own.” This is a binding inter-
national obligation of the United
States, yet we have now taken action
which violates that covenant.

A 1- or 2-day delay might be consid-
ered a nuisance. For this to continue
for 3 weeks leads to incalculable waste,
as people are forced to cancel plans and
seek refunds for reservations. This is
not just. Closing passport offices and
other large swaths of the Federal Gov-
ernment erodes the confidence of all
Americans, disrupts the lives of those
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who rely on Government services, and
discourages Federal workers. Clearly
we have entered an Orwellian realm in
which employees are paid not to work
so that negotiations to save money can
continue.

The Founders of our Nation were as-
tute students of government. They
searched history to analyze the
strengths and weaknesses of various
political systems as they debated and
later formed our own Government.
They perceived how government power
is derived from the consent of the gov-
erned. They perceived how government
power is derived from the consent of
the governed. In the Declaration of
Independence they reveal their in-
sights:

We hold these Truths to be self-evident,
that all Men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.
That to secure these Rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their
just Powers from the Consent of the Gov-
erned, that whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these Ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new Government, . . .
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Govern-
ments long established should not be
changed for light and transient Causes;

Governance is a covenant between
the people and their leaders. Perhaps
not since secession has that covenant
been so trampled. The closing of the
Government ought never have begun.
Now we should end it without further
delay. At a minimum, we should reopen
our passport offices.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 912

At the request of Mr. KoHL, the name
of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr.
ROCKEFELLER] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 912, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect
to the eligibility of veterans for mort-
gage revenue bond financing, and for
other purposes.

S. 1453

At the request of Mr. BURNS, the
name of the Senator from Texas [Mrs.
HuTCHISON] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1453, a bill to prohibit the regulation
by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Commissioner of Food
and Drugs of any activities of sponsors
or sponsorship programs connected
with, or any advertising used or pur-
chased by, the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boy Association, its agents or affili-
ates, or any other professional rodeo
association, and for other purposes.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE ROAD TO MOUNT RUSHMORE
IS A BALANCED BUDGET

e Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President,
Mount Rushmore, set in the heart of
the Black Hills National Forest, was
created as a shrine to America’s de-

S67

mocracy. As a powerful American sym-
bol, it is the jewel of the National Park
System. Like all other units of the Na-
tional Park System, Mount Rushmore
was forced to close as part of the Gov-
ernment shutdown on December 15,
1995.

However, thanks to the extraor-
dinary dedication of one man, Mount
Rushmore will remain illuminated for
all to see during this dark period pre-
ceding fiscal responsibility. Mr. Art
Oakes has graciously donated funds to
ensure that the monument is able to
remain lit for the more than 2 million
visitors it receives each year.

| share with all Americans the frus-
tration that the Federal Government
remains partially shut down. It is clear
that Americans want a balanced budg-
et and are willing to shoulder the bur-
den to get it done.

Mr. Oakes has shown us just how
dedicated Americans are to a balanced
budget. He is willing to give up his own
hard-earned money to help Mount
Rushmore through this shutdown cri-
sis. He recognizes that Mount Rush-
more is not just a park, but a symbol
of what America represents—both to
other Americans and to tourists from
overseas.

Today, my wife Harriet and | would
like to show our support for Mr. Oakes’
efforts by donating $200 for continuing
the nightly illumination of the Mount
Rushmore monument.

As many of you may know, Mount
Rushmore was designed in 1927 by
Gutzon Borglum, the son of Danish im-
migrants. The monument is a shrine of
American Presidential heroes: George
Washington, Father of the Nation;
Thomas Jefferson, author of the Dec-
laration of Independence; Theodore
Roosevelt, conservationist and
trustbuster; and Abraham Lincoln, the
Great Emancipator and preserver of
the Union.

More than 65 years later, Mount
Rushmore is still one of the most pow-
erful symbols of America. It represents
the freedom of democracy, the melting
pot country which offers the hope of a
better life. Yet how can we continue to
promise a better life if our President
refuses to agree on a plan to balance
the budget?

We need a balanced budget. The
American people want and deserve an
end to shamelessly wasteful spending
programs. Washington must operate
under a budget where we live within
our means—as people in my home
State of South Dakota do every day.

| feel passionately that we must give
the dream of America—represented by
Mount Rushmore—back to our chil-
dren. We can do that only if Bill Clin-
ton agrees on a balanced budget. | want
the National Park Service and the rest
of the Federal Government back at
work and fully functioning. This will
happen if Bill Clinton agrees on a bal-
anced budget. It is that simple. Bill
Clinton should stop stalling and start
leading. He should support our goal of
a balanced budget.e®
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