
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 1677February 13, 1995
McDermott
McHale
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek
Menendez
Mfume
Miller (CA)
Mineta
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Montgomery
Moran
Murtha
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Orton
Owens
Pallone
Parker
Pastor
Payne (NJ)

Payne (VA)
Pelosi
Peterson (FL)
Peterson (MN)
Pickett
Pomeroy
Poshard
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Reynolds
Richardson
Rivers
Roemer
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanders
Sawyer
Schroeder
Schumer
Scott
Serrano
Sisisky
Skaggs
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark

Stenholm
Stokes
Studds
Stupak
Tanner
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Tejeda
Thompson
Thornton
Thurman
Torres
Torricelli
Towns
Traficant
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Volkmer
Ward
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Wise
Woolsey
Wyden
Wynn
Yates

NOT VOTING—23

Becerra
Berman
Clement
Clinger
Cox
Crapo
Dooley
Fattah

Gibbons
Hefner
Jefferson
Leach
Martinez
Matsui
McCrery
McDade

Oxley
Rose
Shuster
Tucker
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson

b 2226

Mr. WATT of North Carolina changed
his vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’

So the motion was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 7, THE NATIONAL SECURITY
REVITALIZATION ACT

Mr. SOLOMON, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–31) on the resolution (H.
Res. 83) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 7) to revitalize the na-
tional security of the United States,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 555

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my name be
removed as a cosponsor of the bill H.R.
555.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONILLA). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

MIDDLE CLASS BILL OF RIGHTS
TAX RELIEF ACT OF 1995—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 104–34)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without

objection, referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for

your immediate consideration and en-
actment the ‘‘Middle-Class Bill of
Rights Tax Relief Act of 1995.’’ I am
also sending you an explanation of the
revenue proposals of this legislation.

This bill is the next step in my Ad-
ministration’s continuing effort to
raise living standards for working fam-
ilies and help restore the American
Dream for all our people.

For 2 years, we have worked hard to
strengthen our economy. We worked
with the last Congress to enact legisla-
tion that will reduce the annual defi-
cits of 1994–98 by more than $600 bil-
lion; we created nearly 6 million new
jobs; we cut taxes for 15 million low-in-
come families and gave tax relief to
small businesses; we opened export
markets through global and regional
trade agreements; we invested in
human and physical capital to increase
productivity; and we reduced the Fed-
eral Government by more than 100,000
positions.

With that strong foundation in place,
I am now proposing a Middle Class Bill
of Rights. Despite our progress, too
many Americans are still working
harder for less. The Middle Class Bill of
Rights will enable working Americans
to raise their families and get the edu-
cation and training they need to meet
the demands of a new global economy.
It will let middle-income families share
in our economic prosperity today and
help them build our economic prosper-
ity tomorrow.

The ‘‘Middle-Class Bill of Rights Tax
Relief Act of 1995’’ includes three of the
four elements of my Middle Class Bill
of Rights. First, it offers middle-in-
come families a $500 tax credit for each
child under 13. Second, it includes a tax
deduction of up to $10,000 a year to help
middle-income Americans pay for post-
secondary education expenses and
training expenses. Third, it lets more
middle-income Americans make tax-
deductible contributions to Individual
Retirement Accounts and withdraw
from them, penalty-free, for the costs
of education and training, health care,
first-time home-buying, long periods of
unemployment, or the care of an ill
parent.

The fourth element of my Middle
Class Bill of Rights—not included in
this legislation—is the GI Bill for
America’s Workers, which consolidates
70 Federal training programs and cre-
ates a more effective system for learn-
ing new skills and finding better jobs
for adults and youth. Legislation for
this proposal is being developed in co-
operation with the Congress.

If enacted, the Middle Class Bill of
Rights will help keep the American
Dream alive for everyone willing to
take responsibility for themselves,
their families, and their futures. And it
will not burden our children with more
debt. In my fiscal 1996 budget, we have

found enough savings not only to pay
for this tax bill, but also to provide an-
other $81 billion in deficit reduction be-
tween 1996 and 2000.

This legislation will restore fairness
to our tax system, let middle-income
families share in our economic prosper-
ity, encourage Americans to prepare
for the future, and help ensure that the
United States moves into the 21st Cen-
tury still the strongest nation in the
world. I urge the Congress to take
prompt and favorable action on this
legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 1995.

f

WORKING WAGE INCREASE ACT OF
1995—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES
(H. DOC. NO. 104–33)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Economic and Educational Opportu-
nities and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit for your im-

mediate consideration and enactment
the ‘‘Working Wage Increase Act of
1995.’’

This draft bill would amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act to increase the
minimum wage in two 45 cents steps—
from the current rate of $4.25 an hour
to $4.70 an hour on July 4, 1995, and to
$5.15 an hour after July 3, 1996. The pat-
tern of the proposed increase is iden-
tical to that of the last increase, which
passed the Congress with a broad bipar-
tisan majority and was signed by Presi-
dent Bush in 1989. The first increment
of the proposal simply restores the
minimum wage to its real value follow-
ing the change enacted in 1989.

If the Congress does not act now, the
minimum wage will fall to its lowest
real level in 40 years. That would dis-
honor one of the great promises of
American life—that everyone who
works hard can earn a living wage.
More than 11 million workers would
benefit under this proposal, and a full-
time, year-round worker at the mini-
mum wage would get a $1,800 raise—the
equivalent of 7 months of groceries for
the average family.

To reform the Nation’s welfare sys-
tem, we should make work pay, and
this legislation would help achieve that
result. It would offer a raise to families
that are working hard, but struggling
to make ends meet. Most individuals
earning the minimum wage are adults,
and the average worker affected by this
proposal brings home half of the fami-
ly’s earnings. Numerous empirical
studies indicate that an increase in the
minimum wage of the magnitude pro-
posed would not have a significant im-
pact on employment. The legislation
would ensure that those who work hard
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and play by the rules can live with the
dignity they have earned.

I urge the Congress to take prompt
and favorable action on this legisla-
tion.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 1995.
f
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ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Joint Economic Committee and
ordered to be printed.

To the Congress of the United States:
Two years ago I took office deter-

mined to improve the lives of average
American families. I proposed, and the
Congress enacted, a new economic
strategy to restore the American
dream. Two years later, that strategy
has begun to pay off.

Together we have created an environ-
ment in which America’s private sector
has been able to produce more than 5
million new jobs. Manufacturing em-
ployment grew during each month of
1994—the first time that has happened
since 1978. We have cut the deficit in
the Federal budget for 3 years running,
we have kept inflation in check, and
based on actions I have already taken,
the Federal bureaucracy will soon be
the smallest it has been in more than 3
decades. We have opened up more new
trade opportunities in just 2 years than
in any similar period in a generation.
And we have embarked on a new part-
nership with American industry to pre-
pare the American people to compete
and win in the new global economy.

In short, America’s economic pros-
pects have improved considerably in
the last 2 years. And the economy will
continue to move forward in 1995, with
rising output, falling deficits, and in-
creasing employment. Today there is
no country in the world with an econ-
omy as strong as ours, as full oppor-
tunity, as full of hope.

Still, living standards for many
Americans have not improved as the
economy has expanded. For the last 15
years, those Americans with the most
education and the greatest flexibility
to seek new opportunities have seen
their incomes grow. But the rest of our
work force have seen their incomes ei-
ther stagnate or fall. An America that,
in our finest moments, have always
grown together, now grows apart.

I am resolved to keep the American
dream alive in this new economy. We
must make it possible for the Amer-
ican people to invest in the education
of their children and in their own
training and skills. This is the essence
of the New Covenant I have called for—
economic opportunity provided in re-
turn for people assuming personal re-

sponsibility. This is the commitment
my Administration made to the Amer-
ican people 2 years ago, and it remains
our commitment to them today.

THE ADMINISTRATION’S ECONOMIC STRATEGY

Our economic strategy has been
straightforward. First, we have pur-
sued deficit reduction to increase the
share of the Nation’s economic re-
sources available for private invest-
ment. At the same time we have
reoriented the government’s public in-
vestment portfolio with an eye toward
preparing our people and our economy
for the 21st century. We have cut yes-
terday’s government to help solve to-
morrow’s problems, shrinking depart-
ments, cutting unnecessary regula-
tions, and ending programs that have
outlived their usefulness. We have also
worked to expand trade and to boost
American sales to foreign markets, so
that the American people can enjoy the
better jobs and higher wages that
should result from their own high-qual-
ity, high-productivity labor. Having
fixed the fundamentals, we are now
proposing what I call the Middle Class
Bill of Rights, an effort to build on the
progress we have made in controlling
the deficit while providing tax relief
that is focused on the people who need
it most.

PUTTING OUR OWN HOUSE IN ORDER

The first task my Administration
faced upon taking office in January
1993 was to put our own economic
house in order. For more than a dec-
ade, the Federal Government had spent
much more than it took in, borrowing
the difference. As a consequence, by
1992 the Federal deficit had increased
to 4.9 percent of gross domestic prod-
uct—and our country had gone from
being the world’s largest creditor Na-
tion to being its largest debtor.

As a result of my Administration’s
deficit reduction package, passed and
signed into law in August 1993, the defi-
cit in fiscal 1994 was $50 billion lower
than it had been the previous year. In
fact, it was about $100 billion lower
than had been forecast before our budg-
et plan was enacted. Between fiscal
1993 and fiscal 1998, our budget plan
will reduce the deficit by $616 billion.
Our fiscal 1996 budget proposal includes
an additional $81 billion in deficit re-
duction through fiscal 2000.
PREPARING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO COMPETE

AND WIN

As we were taking the necessary
steps to restore fiscal discipline to the
Federal Government, we were also
working to reorient the government’s
investment portfolio to prepare our
people and our economy for 21st-cen-
tury competition.

Training and Education. In our new
information-age economy, learning
must become a way of life. Learning
begins in childhood, and the oppor-
tunity to learn must be available to
every American child—that is why we
have worked hard to expand Head
Start.

With the enactment of Goals 2000 we
have established worldclass standards

for our Nation’s schools. Through the
School-to-Work Opportunities Act we
have created new partnerships with
schools and businesses to make sure
that young people make a successful
transition to the world of work. We
have also dramatically reformed the
college loan program. Americans who
aspire to a college degree need no
longer fear that taking out a student
loan will one day leave them overbur-
dened by debt.

Finally, we are proposing to take the
billions of dollars that the government
now spends on dozens of training pro-
grams and make that money directly
available to working Americans. We
want to leave it up to them to decide
what new skills they need to learn—
and when—to get a new or better job.

New Technology.—Technological inno-
vation is the engine driving the new
global economy. This Administration
is committed to fostering innovation in
the private sector. We have reoriented
the Federal Government’s investment
portfolio to support fundamental
science and industry-led technology
partnerships, the rapid deployment and
commercialization of civilian tech-
nologies, and funding for technology
infrastructure in transportation, com-
munications, and manufacturing.

A Middle Class Bill of Rights. Fifty
years ago the GI Bill of Rights helped
transform an economy geared for war
into one of the most successful peace-
time economies in history. Today,
after a peaceful resolution of the cold
war, middle-class Americans have a
right to move into the 21st century
with the same opportunity to achieve
the American dream.

People ought to be able to deduct the
cost of education and training after
high school from their taxable in-
comes. If a family makes less than
$120,000 a year, the tuition that family
pays for college, community college,
graduate school, professional school,
vocational education, or worker train-
ing should be fully deductible, up to
$10,000 a year. If a family makes $75,000
a year or less, that family should re-
ceive a tax cut, up to $500, for every
child under the age of 13. If a family
makes less than $100,000 a year, that
family should be able to put $2,000 a
year, tax free, into an individual retire-
ment account from which it can with-
draw, tax free, money to pay for edu-
cation, health care, a first home, or the
care of an elderly parent.

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITY AT HOME THROUGH
FREE AND FAIR TRADE

Our efforts to prepare the American
people to compete and win in the new
global economy cannot succeed unless
we succeed in expanding trade and
boosting exports of American products
and services to the rest of the world.
That is why we have worked so hard to
create the global opportunities that
will lead to more and better jobs at
home. We won the fight for the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) and the Uruguay Round of
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