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We believe that giving taxpayers the
freedom to determine how their wel-
fare dollars are spent will spur interest
in antipoverty efforts and enhance the
role of private charities. Replacing tra-
ditional self-help networks with Gov-
ernment checks has failed.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Fed-
eral Government to step aside and
allow caring individuals and commu-
nity based organizations to begin at-
tacking poverty in a meaningful way.

I urge my colleagues to take another
bold step to change the way Govern-
ment works and to cosponsor the Com-
mon Sense Welfare Reform Act.

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE TO A
DECENT LEVEL

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the same
old story still applies: The harder
working Americans work the farther
they fall behind. That is why it is so
important to raise the minimum wage
to a decent level.

The Republican response to this
problem is to argue that trickle down
proposals will create better paying
jobs.

But corporate welfare does not lift
all boats equally.

Business Week has pointed this out
in an article called “Plumper Profits,
Skimpier Paychecks.”

According to this article, only 81 per-
cent of corporate incomes go to sala-
ries and benefits,

The lowest since 1969.

Corporate America needs to adopt a
new social contract with its workers,
and so does the Republican Party.

The first step is to support a fair and
livable wage for all Americans.

SUPPORT THE VIOLENT CRIMINAL
INCARCERATION ACT

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
I spoke about Kermit Smith, the indi-
vidual who spent 14 years on death row
for the brutal Kkidnaping, rape, and
murder of a college cheerleader in
North Carolina. However, | forgot to
mention that he was on parole during
the time of the murder. Two years
prior, he was convicted of a violent
crime and spent 1 year and 8 months in
prison—less than 50 percent of his sen-
tence.

According to the Justice Depart-
ment, a violent criminal serves roughly
42 percent of his prison term which
breaks down to an average of 24
months in jail.

The American people are fed up with
this. Congress needs to send a strong
message to criminals. We must in-
crease the amount of time spent in
prison. Criminals must receive harsh
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punishments, not merely a slap on the
wrist.

The Violent Criminal Incarceration
Act does exactly this. It allows States
to strengthen its sentencing policies by
providing grants to expand prisons. Let
us work together to put these violent
criminals away and end the revolving
door policy at our prisons.

SUPPORT SLAUGHTER
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 667

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, how
many more headlines like these do we
have to read, and how many more
times do we have to hear abut a sexual
predator who was released from jail
and then terrorized new victims?

Just yesterday, the New York Times
and the New York Post reported an-
other instance of where a paroled rap-
ist returned to his former tactics. Ac-
cording to the reports, the New York
police had just arrested Johnny Rosado
for 8 rapes in 1 month. He had been out
of jail for a year. All that time he was
visiting his parole officer and attend-
ing required rape counseling sessions.

But the parole officer and the coun-
seling provided no protection for 8 vic-
tims, women between the ages of 16 and
28.

What is worse, Mr. Speaker, is the
parole officers in the State of New
York did not want to let Johnny
Rosado go free at all. He was denied pa-
role four times before being released on
good behavior because there were no
women or children to rape in prison.

The State parole board told report-
ers, ““Under our law, he was held as
long as he could be. There was nothing
we could do.”

If that is the best we can do, Mr.
Speaker, we need a new law. | urge my
colleagues to support my amendment
to H.R. 667 later today so that States
will not allow second-time sex offend-
ers to go free to pounce again.

THREE-FIFTHS MAJORITY
PROTECTION AGAINST TAXATION

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the tax-
and-spend Democrats are at it again.
They are suing us Republicans, do you
believe it, to overturn our rules change
that requires a three-fifths majority
vote to raise taxes. Can you believe it?
These Democrats will stoop to any-
thing to continue their hell-bent-for-
leather ways of taxing and spending
this Nation into bankruptcy.

Mr. Speaker, you tell them for me, it
is not going to work. Article I, section
5 of the Constitution, read it, clearly
gives us the right to set the rules of
this House.

The three-fifths majority vote to
raise taxes will stand as a hindrance to
any Democrat attempt to foist more
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taxes on the American people. There
ain’t going to be any more.

BIPARTISAN APPROACH NEEDED
FOR WELFARE REFORM

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, the key
test of any welfare reform is how
quickly and how effectively people on
welfare move into work. The main ob-
jective must be not to penalize chil-
dren but help put to work their custo-
dial parent and hold both of their par-
ents responsible for their welfare.

According to press reports, Repub-
licans are unveiling their welfare re-
form plan this morning. | have two
major concerns, among others. One is
that it appears that the Republican
proposal will be strong on punishing
children and will be weak on getting
their parents into work.

Washington, our responsibility is
more than just doing this, punting,
paying, and then praying.

I favor State flexibility, but this
must be within a new partnership with
the States.

A second concern | have is the lack of
bipartisanship. The Republicans are
making the same mistake as the Demo-
crats did on health reform, going it
alone. As we on the Human Resources
Subcommittee begin to mark up the
bill next week, | hope there will be a
more bipartisan approach. Welfare re-
form deserves it.

THIS CONGRESS IS DOING THE
BUSINESS OF THE PEOPLE

(Mr. HOKE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, for the first
time in a long time, Congress is setting
records that it can be proud of, and
records apparently the American peo-
ple are proud of, too, by the result of a
poll that was released last week indi-
cating that the approval rating of Con-
gress has doubled in the last month.

In only 36 days, the House has gone
from being a do-nothing Congress to
being a can-do Congress. We are work-
ing hard to keep our promise to
produce real changes, and we are mov-
ing forward at a record pace.

In the first 36 days, this Congress has
spent more hours in session, taken
more votes on the floor, held more
committee meetings, and reported
more legislation than any previous
Congress in at least 15 years. We have
passed seven major bills, and contrary
to the sniping that you might hear
from the other side and the impression
that it might create, every single one
has been passed with broad, broad bi-
partisan support including, in some
cases, every single Democrat as well as
every single Republican voting in favor
of those bills.
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If we continue working at this pace
and with this rate of success, this will
be the most productive 100 days in the
entire history of the U.S. Congress. We
are proving Congress can make a dif-
ference. This Congress can rise above
partisanship. This Congress can do the
business of the people.
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RAISE THE FEDERAL MINIMUM
WAGE

(Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.) i

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in strong support of the
President’s initiative to raise the Fed-
eral minimum wage. This is an initia-
tive that will benefit millions of Amer-
ican workers throughout the Nation.

The President’s proposal for a mod-
erate 90 cent increase Iin 2 years is
needed since workers at the minimum
wage level have actually seen their
real incomes decrease in the last dec-
ades. For example, in 1968, the mini-
mum wage was the equivalent of about
$6.30 per hour in 1994 dollars.

Real wages and the purchasing power
of millions of families have become
stagnant. We must maintain the incen-
tives that reward hard work. The mini-
mum wage is one such incentive.

When | was Governor of Puerto Rico,
I took the bold and unprecedented step
of asking the Federal Government to
extend minimum wage laws to Puerto
Rico, where at the time they did not
apply. Special interests and many cor-
porations complained and objected to
the move. They lobbied hard against it
predicting economic havoc and job dis-
placement.

Such bleak scenarios did not mate-
rialize. In fact, the minimum wage has
been a blessing for the 3.7 million
American citizens of Puerto Rico. It
raised the standard of living of thou-
sands of working class families, took
tens of thousands of working families
out of welfare and brought added dig-
nity to their daily endeavors at their
job sites.

Both sides of the aisle should seek
every instrument to promote and as-
sure a decent standard of living for all
Americans. The President’s move is a
wise one, based on solid economic pol-
icy and common sense.

I urge our colleagues to support rais-
ing the minimum wage to $5.15 an hour
over the next 2 years, it is the right
thing to do. Millions of hard working
Americans who deserve better eco-
nomic opportunities will appreciate
our leadership.

WITHDRAW YOUR NOMINATION,
DR. FOSTER

(Mr. MCINNIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, credibil-
ity, credibility, credibility. Here was
the story yesterday: The nominee for
the Surgeon General of the United
States of America advised the White
House, the U.S. Senate, that he had
performed only one abortion. Within
hours he changed his story and gave a
written statement that in fact it was
less than 12 abortions. Then the pro-
life group, some pro-life group came
out and said it looked more, based on
an excerpt from testimony of this gen-
tleman from years back that it was 700
abortions. That was the story yester-
day.

Today, last night or last night’s news
makes today’s story. It was not 1, it
was not 12, it is now 39.

The issue is not abortion. The issue
is credibility. Where is the credibility
of this nominee for Surgeon General?
Can he devote the time necessary for
rural health and other key issues?

It sound like another story of, “I
didn’t inhale.”

Do yourself a favor, do your country
a favor, ““Withdraw, your nomination,
Dr. Foster.”

LIVABLE WAGE ACT

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, there
has been much talk about reforming
welfare; about getting people off the
Government dole and on to the pay-
rolls.

Well, Mr. Speaker, if we expect peo-
ple to work, these jobs should at least
provide a livable wage.

While it is true that the economy is
growing, the deficit is falling and un-
employment is declining, many Amer-
ican are still finding it difficult to
make ends meet.

The current minimum wage is $4.25
an hour, or $8,500 a year. You tell, me,
Mr. Speaker, how can one person live
off such an income, much less a family?

The President has introduced a pro-
posal to raise the minimum wage to
$5.15 an hour. I would take that one
step further.

I have introduced a bill, H.R. 768, the
Livable Wage Act, which would raise
the minimum wage to $5.30 an hour by
the year 2000.

Mr. Speaker, if we truly want welfare
reform let us put the Livable Wage Act
into law.

VIOLENT CRIMINAL
INCARCERATION ACT

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Violent Crimi-
nal Incarceration Act. In support, |
will cite three statistics. Two-thirds of
all violent crimes are committed by 7
percent of criminals; 51 percent of vio-
lent criminals are released within 2
years. We have 65 murders a day; 30
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percent of all murders are committed
by people on probation, parole, or bail.
Mr. Speaker, we are abdicating our re-
sponsibility to protect society. By
passing this act, we provide States
with the incentive to keep violent
criminals in prison, and we provide the
support for them to do so. We cannot
expect to deter crime in this country if
we do not have serious punishment.
This bill makes a real change in how
we attack the problem of crime in
America. If we cannot do this much to
protect society, then we have no busi-
ness being here.

WE NEED MORE COPS ON THE
BEAT

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday |
was able to call mayors and police
chiefs of over 40 small communities in
my district. | told them they would be
getting a grant to hire a cop because of
last year’s crime bill, the Anti-Crime
Act of 1994. Some will get two, and one
will get even three.

Chief MacDonald, in Townsend, said
it would help him and his small town.
And in Williamstown, at the other end
of my district, Chief Kennedy said he
would assign a cop where kids gather
and make trouble.

Mr. Speaker, we agreed, Democrats
and Republicans, on one thing during
last year’s crime bill debate: We need
more cops on the beat.

So why does the Republican contract
cut funds for new police? That is right,
the block grant shell game in the Re-
publican contract would cut funds for
community policing.

That means less money to help us
feel more safe in our neighborhoods,
and it Kills the chances for small town
police chiefs to get the cops that they
need.

This is not smart, this is not savings.

Wake up, America, ‘““Don’t fall for the
shell game.”

IT IS TIME FOR DR. FOSTER TO
STEP ASIDE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, President
Clinton’s nominee for Surgeon General,
Dr. Henry Foster, is having a hard time
remembering how many babies he has
aborted. Last week, he said it was
around a dozen. Yesterday, he thought
it was more like 39. Now, to some folks
who think that abortion is not such a
big deal, | guess it would be easy to for-
get a few unborn babies here and there.
But to those of us who put a higher
value on human life, Dr. Foster’s latest
revelations are very disturbing.

It’s time for Dr. Foster to step aside.
His evolving revelations of the last few
days have destroyed his credibility
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