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Whatever our views are on crime and how

to deal with it, we are in agreement that the
crime victim deserves respect and support
from society. This is an issue that unites this
country—support for victims of crime. I believe
that H.R. 665 will provide crime victims and
their families with this necessary protection
and I therefore support its passage.
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IN HONOR OF JOHN T. BRENNAN
WHO WAS RECOGNIZED BY IRE-
LAND 32

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 8, 1995

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate John T. Brennan who was
being honored by Ireland 32 at a dinner. He
has been and continues to be an outstanding
citizen. As fire chief of the Bayonne Fire De-
partment he has served his community with
much bravery and determination.

Mr. Brennan is the son of two Irish immi-
grants, Michael and Mary Brennan. He is mar-
ried to the former Meg Connolly with whom he
raised six children. They are also the proud
grandparents of 13 grandchildren. Mr. Bren-
nan joined the Bayonne Fire Department on
December 18, 1943 and has served proudly
and courageously for 45 years.

Mr. Brennan always put the lives of the peo-
ple ahead of his own. His heroic deeds are
hallmarks of his career. When I think of hero-
ism I am reminded of the time that Mr. Bren-
nan risked his life when he ran through an in-
ferno of flames after a propane storage plant
had exploded. He managed to reach the pro-
pane gas value that was feeding the fire while
his firefighters were using high powered hoses
to water him down.

Mr. Brennan was the youngest firefighter, at
the age of 38, to be named fire chief in Ba-
yonne and in the State of New Jersey. In Feb-
ruary 1974 he was named Irishman of the
Year for the 12th annual Hudson County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in Jersey City. Also he
received a service award for making it pos-
sible to speedily apprehend criminals by the
Bayonne Police Department.

Mr. Brennan has been a faithful member of
St. Vincent’s Parish and a member of the 3d
and 4th Degree of the Knights of Columbus.
He is also a member of several associations
such as the New Jersey Paid Fire Chiefs As-
sociation, the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion, the Hudson Country Fire Chief’s Associa-
tion and the New Jersey State Exempt Fire-
man’s Association just to name a few.

Mr. Brennan has served his community with
much courage and bravery. His valor and
dedication is appreciated by the citizens of Ba-
yonne. I am proud to have him as a constitu-
ent. I ask that my colleagues join me in honor-
ing this great and brave man.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as a dedicated
member and former chairman of the fire serv-
ices caucus, I am proud to introduce the Fire-
fighters Pay Fairness Act of 1995.

Mr. Speaker, every day over 10,000 Federal
firefighters around the country put their lives
on the line to protect our lives and property.
They work exhausting shifts and take on the
greatest of physical and mental challenges.
We have an obligation to properly compensate
them for their work.

For far too long, our Federal firefighters
have received significantly inadequate pay for
their hard work. Under the present system,
Federal firefighters work over 25 percent more
hours a week, yet earn nearly 44 percent less
per hour than the average municipal fire-
fighter. Furthermore, the average Federal fire-
fighter is also paid significantly less per hour
than their Federal employee counterparts.

Mr. Speaker, Federal firefighters currently
work an average of 72 hours, while there mu-
nicipal counterparts work an average of 50
hours. Meanwhile, Federal firefighters are paid
an average hourly rate of $7.34, while the mu-
nicipal firefighters earn an average of $12.88.

I introduced this legislation to correct the in-
equities that exist under the present system.
This is not an issue about rewarding fire-
fighters for their hard work. Moreover, this
should not be viewed as a complimentary pay
raise. Rather, this is an issue surrounding fair-
ness comparability. These firefighters work
endless work days, put their lives on the line
for our constituents, and deserve to have a
fair and equitable pay system.

This bill does nothing more than seek fair
and equal pay rates for Federal firefighters. It
will employ the existing statutory provisions of
the Federal general schedule pay system to
compute their hourly pay. Thus, Federal fire-
fighters will earn equal pay as compared to
their Federal employee counterparts. It also
seeks to pay all firefighters, including those
who are not defined solely as Federal fire-
fighters, including forestry technicians. These
forestry firefighters have braved the brushfires
in California and throughout the West over the
past several years and thus, deserve ade-
quate compensation.

Mr. Speaker, far too many Federal fire-
fighters have had to work under the inequi-
table pay system that we presently have.
Moreover, upon completion of their required
training, many Federal firefighters leave for the
private sector where they can earn a larger
salary. Thus, this lengthy, expensive training
process goes for naught when a firefighter
leaves the Federal fire system. It is our duty
and responsibility to both those firefighters and
the people they protect and serve, to reverse
the ills of this system. We should not let an-
other day go by where our Federal firefighters
are put in an unfair position as compared to
other municipal firefighters and Federal em-
ployees.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that my colleagues will
join with me in support of this legislation to re-
place the present inequities of this pay system

with a fair, comparable pay structure for our
Federal firefighters.
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Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, it was with
the most profound regret that I learned re-
cently of the death of my long-time colleague
and dear friend, Dr. Raymond Bushland. For
decades, I have had both the pleasure and
privilege of working with Dr. Bushland in his
capacity as a senior research scientist with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. During his
long and distinguished career, Dr. Bushland’s
prodigious research armed the battle against
insect-borne diseases of humans, animals,
and plants, thereby making a significant con-
tribution to human health and nutrition world-
wide.

The internationally acclaimed screwworm
eradication program will be a lasting tribute
both to him and his friend and colleague Dr.
E.F. Knipling. The most successful research
program in USDA’s history, it was a pioneer-
ing effort among Federal and State officials,
producers, and the private sector to eliminate
a serious scourge.

During his 38-year career with USDA, he
was the author of over 70 scientific papers on
the biology and control of insects, and pio-
neered numerous insect research methods.
Dr. Bushland was a member of several sci-
entific societies and received many honors
and awards including: the USA Typhus Com-
mission Medal, the gold medal of the National
Hide Association, the Distinguished Service
Award of the Texas, and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association, and Progressive Farmer
magazine honored him as Man of the Year in
service of southern agriculture. He was jointly
recognized, with Dr. Knipling, with the
Hoblitzelle National Award in 1960 and the
John F. Scott Medal in 1961. Also in 1992, Dr.
Knipling and Dr. Bushland were awarded the
World Food Prize. The USDA Agricultural Re-
search Service’s U.S. Livestock Insects Re-
search Laboratory in Kerrville, TX bears his
name.

Our prayers and those of all who knew or
worked with him are with his family and many
friends during this period of mourning.
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FEDS SHOULD LET STATES
HANDLE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
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Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, more and more
people across this Nation are voicing their ve-
hement opposition to the Federal Govern-
ment’s continued intrusion upon their individ-
ual rights. Leading this authoritarian onslaught
upon the public are the cumbersome and
often frivolous regulatory actions that have be-
come part of our environmental policy. These
regulations have become so pernicious that
they actually prevent any sensible or rational
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